
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 10: Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
96-23-19-19: 24% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET : (#4) Passageway (4th race)—3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#9) Duplicitous (5th race)—4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#2) UNION SONG: Game vs. allowance foes at Belterra, drops in for a dime here; likes 2-turns on dirt 
(#7) TOOTSIE: Three-pronged class drop is right on the money, as is the turf-to-dirt play; is formidable 
(#5) CAROLINE LOIS: Takes significant class drop for Romans; license to improve in third start off shelf 
(#4) TOUCH BLUE: Has never hit the board on a fast racetrack but continues class descent in this spot 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-5-4 
 

RACE TWO 
(#6) FAST CASH: Poor start, wide trip compromised his chances last time; is in snug for a $20,000 tag 
(#5) JACK LUVS NOVA: Ignore last start going 10F off a two-month plus hiatus; blinkers off, big drop 
(#3) FIRST CITIZEN: Improved in dirt return in last start but creeps up the ladder today; 6F too short? 
(#4) WINGING WAYS: Has never been in this cheap but needs a better start; exits quick heat for $30K 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-3-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#3) PROMPT: Draw line through his last start—broke in the air and lost all chance—was flying in stretch 
(#6) STREET TO INDY: Class drop likely cure for a case of seconditis—is at his best in dirt route races 
(#2) CANDY CARLOS: Steps up in class but was a game second in his last start off shelf; value on tote 
(#1) MISSISSIPPI: Ascends ladder, but he gets away from Indiana Grand and gets reunited with Talamo 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-2-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) PASSAGEWAY: Marked improvement in first start on dirt for new outfit—makes first start for a tag 
(#5) CASH ME OUT: Homebred catches a light crew out of the box for a $15,000 tag; 6-1 morning line 
(#8) SOUTHERN WILL: Didn’t have the best start in career debut—double-dip drop is right on target 
(#6) TREE GENIUSES: Big-time improvement on the stout class drop in last start; fast track is a concern 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-8-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#9) DUPLICITOUS: Failed to menace in Indiana last time but likes Churchill Downs; 6F trip is on point 
(#1) RECODED: Slides into starter allowance ranks but the turf-to-dirt move is the key—saves ground 
(#7) PICK UP THE FONE: First-or-second in four-of-five starts in 2020; barn wins at 31% clip off claim 
(#3) SUPER WONDER GIRL: Exits “2 lifetime” allowance company for starter ranks—third off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 9-1-7-3 
 

RACE SIX 
(#5) WILD COMBO: Sire’s get are runners, she cost $360K—she will break running under Santana, Jr. 
(#1) ORSETTO: Bernardini filly is improving, will appreciate the extra distance; 1-hole hurts out of chute 
(#7) EXCESSIVE LADY: Demonstrated minor improvement in last on good track at Ellis; Graham stays 
(#6) MARIAH’S PRINCESS: Ghostzapper filly cost $350K but 7F is tricky for first-timer; has sharp works 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-7-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) LOOKING AT LIBERTY: Bay gelding is consistent, 8.5-furlongs is right in his wheelhouse; player 
(#2) FIRST RATE: Been consistent for new outfit, has been facing better stock at Saratoga—contender 
(#1) STREET CLASS: Bay ran like he needed his last race off a six-month hiatus—drops, much tighter 
(#7) TRASHTALKINYANKEE: Has some tactical speed, like the rider change to Geroux; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-1-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#6) SET PIECE (GB): Ignore last start—checked sharply at 7/8ths pole—big turn of foot two back at CD 
(#1) IMPERADOR (ARG):  Two-time Group 1 winner in his native Argentina; barn wins with these types 
(#4) BIG AGENDA: Parlayed stalking trip into a win at Kentucky Downs; he faces a tougher crew today  
(#8) HIGH NORTH: Drops in class, sire’s get handle the turf, back to the races fresh; value on the tote? 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-4-8 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) MALPAIS: Made short work of open $8,000 types 22 days ago; 6.5-furlong trip is the only concern 
(#6) SHARP ART: 8-year-old veteran is a 10X winner, but he finished well behind the top choice in last 
(#2) NOMO RON: Drops in class in first start for Hawley, like the turf-to-dirt move; positive jock change 
(#9) STAY HOME: Is effective going 6.5-furlongs on the main track—has a pair of past wins at Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-2-9 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
50-cent play=$12—Post time: 2:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#1) Recoded (#3) Super Wonder Girl (#7) Pick Up the Fone (#9) Duplicitous—4 
Race 6: (#5) Wild Combo—1 
Race 7: (#2) First Rate (#5) Looking At Liberty—2 
Race 8: (#6) Set Piece (GB)—1 
Race 9: (#2) Nomo Ron (#6) Sharp Art (#7) Malpais—3 
 


