
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 2: Wednesday, September 2, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 September Meet Record:  
9-2-1-3: 22% W, 67% ITM

BEST BET : (#4) Johny’s Fireball (6th race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#3) Flower House (4th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#5) LADDIE BOY: Turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles are appealing—nine-year-old is a 14-time winner 
(#7) MOST MISCHIEF: Bay has placed in four-of-five off the claim, likes Churchill—stalks in vanguard 
(#1) PARK RIDGE BENNY: In decent form but is winless from eight starts in 2020—vulnerable in mud 
(#2) VICTORY ELEMENT: Liking the Tapeta-to-dirt play, barn sent out a winner Tuesday; pace factor 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-1-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) FREEDOM PASSAGE: Chestnut miss has won her past two on dirt, moves up in mud; 4-1 on M.L. 
(#1) HONEY PARADE: Plummets in class for Lynch, the blinkers come off—tighter in second off shelf 
(#2) SHACKLEFORD COUNTY: On the drop for Romans, third start off a layoff; turf-to-dirt, turns back 
(#6) READY ORB NOT: Heads down ladder for Diodoro, post O.K. out of chute—7-furlongs too short? 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-2-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) CANTRELL HILL: Significant class drop off claim, barn is coming off good Ellis meet; been gelded 
(#3) IRISH SPIRIT: Turf-to-dirt play is right on the money, bred to love mud/slop—Asmussen off claim 
(#1) BRIAR JUMPER: Tough post out of chute, but he has a license to improve in second off a layoff  
(#6) MONEY FOR MISCHIEF: Into Mischief colt can handle dirt—blinkers go on in first start off claim 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-1-6 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#3) FLOWER HOUSE: Should love the cutback to a one-turn mile setup; significant drop, fires fresh 
(#8) LEMON CHILL: Good thirds in prior starts for a tag—loving the wide post draw out of the chute 
(#6) BEAUTY DAY: Solid fourth in first start off a two-month layoff at Belterra—blinkers go on, tighter 
(#4) DESIGNING: Split horses the last eighth in slop in last start in Ohio, lateral class move—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-6-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#11) BEYOND GONE: Bay colt has won three-of-five starts going six-panels, handles slop; stalks pace 
(#4) UNCLE GREGORY: 3-pronged class drop on the money; has never missed the exacta at Churchill 
(#7) GANGLY: Drops in for a dime, moves up on “off” racetrack, reunited with Bejarano—things to like 
(#8) OUT COLD: Improved since getting blinkers three starts back; he’s versatile—handles grass & dirt 
SELECTIONS: 11-4-7-8 
 

RACE SIX 
(#4) JOHNY’S FIREBALL: Green but honest third in a turf route race on debut—has experience edge 
(#2) DEWY’S HIT: Illinois invader is improving, like the rider change to Leparoux—upside in third start 
(#12-AE) LOUMO: 7-wide at quarter-pole in muddy 7F bow, beaten 2.5 lengths for the win; factors if in 
(#15-MTO) MYSTICAL MAN: Broke slow, split field of 10 in career debut; improvement likely if he runs 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-12(Also Eligible)-15(Main Track Only) 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#4) CLUB CAR: Route-to-sprint on target—neck shy of winning past two one-turn races—is consistent 
(#1A-POE) PERFECT HAPPINESS: 2+ lengths behind eventual stakes winner Mundaye Call two back  
(#5) AIN’T NO ELMERS: Game in turf debut at Ellis—perfect two-for-two going 6F on the main track 
(#2) A THOUSAND REASONS: Turf-to-dirt play key—won past four on the main track—scrapes paint 
SELECTIONS: 4-1A(Part of Entry)-5-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#4) LOOKING AT BIKINIS: 1-turn mile right in wheelhouse; prefect three-for-three in allowance races 
(#5) MY SIXTH SENSE: Handles a one-turn mile setup, moves way up in the mud; value on tote board 
(#11) NIFTY: Love the wide post draw out of the chute—has won two-of-three starts on dirt in Louisville 
(#2) EASY SHOT: Scratched out of 10F Champions Day Marathon for this spot—turf-to-dirt, turns back 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-11-2 
 
RACE NINE—Unbridled Sidney Stakes 
(#7) BREAK EVEN: Won stakes at Saratoga when last seen on turf—G2 stakes winner on dirt if off grass 
(#8) CHANGE OF CONTROL: Horse for the course is a perfect three-for-three on the turf at Churchill 
(#2) BULLETPROOF ONE: Has won 50% of his starts, has :21 and change early lick; Castellano in irons 
(#4) JAKARTA: Game second in $200,000 Caress Stakes at Saratoga in last but is a need-the-lead type 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-2-4 
 
RACE TEN 
(#5) FAST CASH: Game second in Indiana off a two-month layoff in last start; never run poorly for a tag 
(#9) AMERICAN HUMOR: Route-to-sprint move is on the money, moves up in mud—6-1 morning line 
(#7) MAGA COUNTRY: Ignore career debut—checked sharply at the three-eighths pole; tries dirt here 
(#6) BELFAST BOY: Will appreciate cutting back to a six-furlong trip; drops in for a tag for the first time 
SELECTIONS: 5-9-7-6 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 6-10/ Churchill Downs, Wednesday, September 2, 2020 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 3:40 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#2) Dewy’s Hit (#4) Johny’s Fireball—2 
Race 7: (#4) Club Car (#5) Ain’t No Elmers (#1A-POE) Perfect Happiness—3 
Race 8: (#4) Looking At Bikinis—1 
Race 9: (#2) Bulletproof One (#7) Break Even (#8) Change of Control—3 
Race 10: (#5) Fast Cash (#9) American Humor—2 
 


