
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 5: Saturday, September 5, 2020 

Post Time: 11:00 A.M. (Eastern) 
 

2020 September Meet Record: 
30-6-6-5—20% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Pico d’Oro (10th race)—5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Somelikeithotbrown (13th race)—8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#4) MIDNIGHT SANDS: Has been salty since he tried dirt six starts back; riding a five-race win streak, gets first Lasix 
(#1) HOME BASE: Has tricky post out of chute but is the likely pacesetter, a seven-furlong specialist; third off a layoff 
(#5) HOG CREEK HUSTLE: There isn’t much pace signed on in here to set up his late kick; turf-to-dirt move on point 
(#2) SEVEN TRUMPETS: Horse for the course has won four-of-five on dirt at Churchill Downs; current form is sketchy 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-5-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) THRILL RIDE: Useful fourth behind next-out winner at Gulfstream in career debut; back fresh, bullet work noted 
(#5) IDOL: West Coast invader is out of a stakes-winning A.P. Indy mare, cost $375,000; sitting on a sharp local work 
(#7) KADRI: Finished on the bridle in the mud out of the box at Indiana Grand—has plenty of upside in second start 
(#4) PROUD VETERAN: Turf-to-dirt play is appealing—is eligible to move forward in third start of current form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-7-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) DYNACHARGE: The cutback to a one-turn mile setup is on target, jock has been hot of late; third start off shelf 
(#9) SPEIGHTSTOWN AGAIN: No late kick on a sloppy, sealed racetrack in last start in South Florida—tighter today 
(#6) PIT BOSS: The cutback to one-turn race has some appeal, recent half-mile breeze is smoking; stalks in vanguard 
(#4) ONE NATION: Ran like he needed his last race off a 10-month layoff; improvement is in the cards this afternoon  
SELECTIONS: 7-9-6-4 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#11) RYE SENSE OF HUMOR: Bumped around at start, finished on bridle in career debut—training forwardly since 
(#8) T MONEY: Demonstrated marked improvement in main track debut—just a neck behind top choice in last start 
(#7) DEVIL’S TOWER: Dead game out of the box at Ellis Park, sire’s get are runners, much tighter; 10-1 morning line 
(#5) ESSENTIAL QUALITY: Dam was Grade 3 stakes-placed, sports a gap-free work tab since early June; contender 
SELECTIONS: 11-8-7-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) SPANISH KINGDOM: Beaten a length in a blanket finish in G3 Transylvania; won his last allowance race for fun 
(#4) TRIDENT HIT: Threw in the towel early in the Ellis Park Derby but drops today; gets turf breeding from dam sire 
(#8) ON A SPREE: He’s in fine fettle—placed in six-of-seven starts in 2020; will be plenty fit turning back off 12F race 
(#7) ATTORNEY TIM: Deep closer will need some pace and a clean trip to get home in front—he’ll be on scene late 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-8-7 
 

RACE SIX 
(#2) SIR ALFRED JAMES: Is versatile, acts on turf and dirt—beat a next-out winner by a neck in last start at Saratoga 
(#3) COASTAL DEFENSE: Half to G1 winner Hawkbill & G1-placed Free Drop Billy—game in first start vs. winners 
(#6) COOL BOBBY: Seems to be rounding into form for new outfit but is at his best in the slop—sits the stalking trip 
(#5) WILD POPIT: Split rivals late in last outing, is tractable, will appreciate the extra sixteenth—improving for Morse 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-6-5 
 
RACE SEVEN 
(#10) BODEXPRESS: Scratched out of Friday’s G2 Alysheba Stakes in favor of this spot; tighter in second off a layoff  
(#9) AURELIUS MAXIMUS: Pressed slow pace, drew off in the lane to win 2-turn dirt bow by 2+ lengths—back fresh 
(#12) LOCALLY OWNED: Never missed the extra on dirt in Louisville but 12-hole is a concern; he runs for Gaffalione 
(#7) CHESS CHIEF: Returns to the races off two-month plus hiatus, has been facing better stock; winless at Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-12-7 
 



RACE EIGHT—American Turf Stakes Presented By Smithfield (G2T) 
(#5) SMOOTH LIKE STRAIT: Has won 50% of his lifetime starts, owns a win on Matt Winn Course; has tactical speed 
(#4) FIELD PASS: No match for top choice in War Chant Stakes but has won four of his past six starts—likes CD turf 
(#8) FANCY LIQUOR: Field Pass seems to have his number, but this guy has never been off board; wide post hurts 
(#3) SUGOI: A tick cheap but is a neck shy of being undefeated on turf; is tractable, value on the tote—things to like 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-8-3 
 

RACE NINE—Pat Day Mile Presented By LG&E and KU (G2) 
(#9) RUSHIE: Has a great post out of the chute, is very handy—third behind two-next-out winners in G2 stakes in last 
(#1) CEZANNE: $3.6 million colt has done little wrong, beaten 1.5 lengths in stakes debut; love cutback to one-turn 
(#2) ECHO TOWN: Consistent, has never been off board, coming off an open-length win in Saratoga G1; formidable 
(#7) NO PAROLE: Last was a head-scratcher—spit bit early; has prior eight-furlong win under belt, likes to win races  
SELECTIONS: 9-1-2-7 
 

RACE TEN—Iroquois Stakes Presented By Ford (G3) 
(#7) PICO D’ORO: Rolling late in first crack at 7F trip, won stakes in first start vs. winners—1-turn mile in wheelhouse 
(#10) THERIDEOFALIFETIME: Beaten 3 lengths in Saratoga G2 in first start vs. winners; bred to relish extra distance 
(#4) ULTIMATE BADGER: Commissioner colt cost $140K, broke maiden with ease at Ellis in mud—fast track x-factor 
(#2) SITTIN ON GO: Made short work of maidens at Ellis out of the box but Talamo rides Ultimate Badger—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 7-10-4-2 
 

RACE ELEVEN—Longines Churchill Distaff Turf Mile (G2T) 
(#4) NEWSPAPEROFRECORD (IRE): G1 stakes winner on turf at Churchill—has speed, is tractable for three-eighths 
(#6) BEAU RECALL (IRE): Defending champ is at his best on turf at 8F trip—three lengths behind top choice 2 back 
(#2) DADDY IS A LEGEND: Had to have needed last race off 8-month layoff; G1-placed on turf—improvement likely 
(#3) JULIET FOXTROT (GB): She has been very consistent stateside, but hasn’t had her picture taken since last July 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-2-3 
 

RACE TWELVE—Derby City Distaff Stakes Presented By Derby City Gaming (G1) 
(#8) SERENGETI EMPRESS: Half-length shy of winning past two 7F starts; looks long gone with scratch of Lady Kate  
(#10) CE CE: Love wide post out of chute, the cutback to a one-turn trip is on the money—tighter in second off shelf 
(#6) SALLY’S CURLIN: Has won past two around 1-turn at Churchill; slow start hurt last time, improvement is in cards 
(#1) MIA MISCHIEF: Not crazy about the 1-hole out of the chute, but she loves Churchill Downs—has tactical speed 
SELECTIONS: 8-10-6-1 
 

RACE THIRTEEN—Old Forester Bourbon Turf Classic (G1T) 
(#9) SOMELIKEITHOTBROWN: Coming off game win in G2 stakes at Saratoga, very tractable & consistent; overlay? 
(#3) ROCKEMPEROR (IRE): Sits the perfect stalking trip in the vanguard, capable fresh; tough beat in G1 Manhattan 
(#1) FACTOR THIS: Plenty fit turning back off a 10F heat, but will have company early—sharper than jailhouse coffee 
(#6) MR DUMAS: Length behind the top choice in last start at nearly 9-1—has won three-of-four on turf at Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 9-3-1-6 
 

RACE FOURTEEN—Kentucky Derby Presented By Woodford Reserve (G1) 
(#17) TIZ THE LAW: Already has a mile and a quarter win to his credit—double salty with Art Collector out of mix 
(#16) HONOR A.P.: Consistent colt has never been worse than second, very handy; jock and trainer know the way  
(#15) NY TRAFFIC: Hard-knocking fellow shows up every time, was getting to Authentic late in Jersey; good value 
(#10) THOUSAND WORDS: Three-time stakes winner beat Honor A.P. on the square last time—third off sidelines 
SELECTIONS: 17-16-15-10 
 
 

ALL STAKES PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)  
Races 10-14 / Churchill Downs, Saturday, September 5, 2020 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 4:07 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 10: (#4) Ultimate Badger (#7) Pico d’Oro (#10) Therideofalifetime—3 
Race 11: (#4) Newspaperofrecord (Ire)—1 
Race 12: (#8) Serengeti Empress (#10) Ce Ce—2 
Race 13: (#1) Factor This (#3) Rockemperor (Ire) (#6) Mr Dumas (#9) Somelikeithotbrown—4 
Race 14: (#10) Thousand Words (#15) Ny Traffic (#16) Honor A.P. (#17) Tiz the Law—4 


