
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 13: Saturday, September 26, 2020 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
 124-27-26-24: 22% W, 62% ITM

BEST BET : (#6) New Roo (8th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Ebben (9th race)—5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#5) BOLD ARTICLE: Has never been in this cheap, loving the cutback to one-turn; turf-to-dirt on point 
(#6) BLUE PAYNT: Bay filly is consistent—has never been off the board; turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint play 
(#3) WHATSERFACE: Failed to menace in turf sprint at Ellis out of the box but drops and tries dirt here 
(#1) SPRINGFIELD DUSTY: Beat one rival in career debut on grass at Pea Patch; tries main track today 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-3-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) FRENCH ROSE: The class drop is significant, gets back on the main track; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#5) CHARGE IT JENN: Capable off layoff, placed in five of past seven starts, drops in class; lots to like 
(#2) FRENCH EMPIRE: Is winless on dirt but plummets in class for Kenneally; tighter in second off shelf 
(#6) FRILLS: Has improved off the layoff—finished 3.5 lengths to the good of a next-out winner last time 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-2-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) BYE BYRE BIRDSTONE: Set pace, checked out early for $25K in last, drops; lone speed on paper  
(#4) FUTILE: Game versus tougher crew on synthetic strip in last, but he handles dirt too; very tractable 
(#2) ICATIRO: On the drop for Diodoro, but will need a quick pace and clean trip to get home in front 
(#1) UNDERCOVER LOVER: Double-dip class drop on point, but he’s zero-for-12 lifetime at Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-2-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#3) MAGIC MICHAEL: Struggled in allowance ranks in Texas but hooks $20K “2 lifetime” foes today 
(#1) TIZ MCNAMARA: Third when last seen on this level in penultimate start; the blinkers go on here 
(#4) CRITIC: Orb colt is bred to love the added distance; carved out pace & faded vs. similar last time 
(#5) BAHAMA CHANNEL: Current form is suspect at best, but he gets some much needed class relief 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-4-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#10) CANTRELL HILL: Takes next logical step up in class, likes Churchill; improves in second off shelf 
(#7) GANGLY: Hasn’t been worse than second in past two starts for tag, runs for Bejarano; 4-1 on M.L. 
(#1) ATMOS: 2-pronged class drop for Romans, placed in three-of-five starts in Louisville; tactical speed 
(#3) BAOZUN: Poor start, rolling late for a nickel in last at Ellis—has license to improve in 2nd off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 10-7-1-3 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) MOLIERE: Will be plenty fit with 8F race under his belt— a half-brother to G2 stakes winner Taris 
(#7) LAKE NIMROD: Is improving, seven-furlongs should be right in his wheelhouse; blinkers on today 
(#6) FASTLY: Should get a great trip stalking the pace, like the cutback to a seven-furlong trip—player 
(#5) PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE: 3.5 lengths behind Lake Nimrod out of the box; improvement in cards 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-6-5 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#9) IDOL: $375K Curlin colt has tons of upside, professional second in Louisville debut; exits quick race 
(#4) TURNAGAIN TIDE: Sire’s get are runners, he cost $750K, sports sharp work tab—lots to like here 
(#7) EMPERADOR: Half-brother to G1 winner and sire Violence, cost $1 million; 7F tricky for first-timers 
(#6) THE SOUND: Hard Spun colt cost $300,000, will break running under Santana, Jr.—value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-7-6 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#6) NEW ROO: Exits stakes company, never off the board on dirt, likes one-turn mile setup; formidable 
(#1-POE) GOLD STANDARD: She has been facing better stock; won past two starts in allowance ranks 
(#7) CHOCOLATE KISSES: Liking the cutback in distance, runs well off of layoffs; positive jock change  
(#3) JOY EPIFORA (ARG): Does best work on the main track but has been a long time between drinks 
SELECTIONS: 6-1(Part of Entry)-7-3 
 
RACE NINE—Ack Ack Stakes (G3) 
(#8) EBBEN: Chestnut is sharper than jailhouse coffee—riding three-race win streak; loves one-turn mile 
(#1) WARRIOR’S CHARGE: Is a multiple Grade 3 stakes winner but is more effective around two-turns 
(#4) AMERICAN ANTHEM: Toss last on the turf—has never been worse than second going 8F on dirt 
(#5) MR. MONEY: Yet to hit the board in 2020 but has won three-of-five under Twin Spires; turns back 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-4-5 
 
RACE TEN 
(#8) SAIL ON ELLEN: She should have things her own way on the front-end; bred to stay nine-furlongs 
(#5) FASHION MO: 2nd-of-four in the slop at Saratoga last time but is winless on grass—stays a 9F trip 
(#4) LONGPANTS REQUIRED: In good form but the blinkers off play is puzzling; Gaffalione stays put 
(#6) TIZ PENNEY: Good try in last turf start while five-wide in lane at Indiana Grand—gets extra eighth 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-4-6 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 6-10/ Churchill Downs, Saturday, September 26, 2020 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 3:16 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#1) Moliere (#7) Lake Nimrod—2 
Race 7: (#4) Turnagain Tide (#7) Emperador (#9) Idol—3 
Race 8: (#6) New Roo—1 
Race 9: (#1) Warrior’s Charge (#4) American Anthem (#5) Mr. Money (#8) Ebben—4 
Race 10: (#4) Longpants Required (#5) Fashion Mo (#8) Sail On Ellen—3 
 


