
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 12: Friday, September 25, 2020 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
 114-26-23-22: 23% W, 62% ITM

BEST BET : (#4) Tapigal (5th race)—6-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#7) Senor Jobim (7th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#3) LADDIE BOY: Veteran is in fine fettle—has won three of past four starts; is handy, spotted to win 
(#5) REASON TO SOAR: Couldn’t fend off top choice late in game in last outing; gets fast strip today 
(#1) NICE WORK: Wheeled back off eight days rest, drops in for a dime, saves ground—things to like 
(#6) ROYAL COMMISSION: Set quick pace, drew off vs. “three lifetime” rivals in last; steps up ladder 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-1-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) MO’S MOJO: Bay calls the shots on the front-end, drops in class; third start of current form cycle 
(#6) DOUPS POINT: Slides into the “three lifetime” ranks for the Cat Man, is tractable—Geroux rides 
(#1) LIMONITE: Class drop is significant, but he’ll need a quick pace and clean trip to get home in front 
(#3) BELIEVEINHOLIDAYS: Never off the board in Louisville; returns to the conditioned claiming ranks 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-1-3 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) NOT A NEEDY GAL: Three-pronged drop is on point—improvement in cards in second off shelf 
(#5) RHYTHM TREE: Has never been in this cheap, will be tighter, Leparoux stays aboard—formidable 
(#7) PADDY KAYE’S WILD: Good finish on this class level on turf in last start; has a board finish on dirt 
(#3) SWEET WILLEMINA: Turf-to-dirt move is appealing, gets some class relief—best hop is the drop 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-7-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) PINTXOS: Zero-for-seven lifetime on turf but shows up for a tag for the first time; gray is tractable  
(#5) ALEXANDER HAMILTON: Will be plenty fit turning back off a 9F heat in second start off a layoff 
(#3) TIZ LIGHT THE WAY: Past form in maiden claiming ranks is solid—will appreciate extra distance 
(#4) ALFONS WALDE (IRE): Placed in two-of-three starts lifetime on the Matt Winn Course—tighter 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-3-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) TAPIGAL: The class drop is on target, as is the turf-to-dirt play—won when last seen on this level 
(#3) TRACI’S GREELEY: Hasn’t been off the board for Ortiz and fits on this level but is winless at CD 
(#8) ISABELLE’S JOY: Drops back in for a $10,000 price tag; has license to improve in second off shelf 
(#1) ALL FACT: Not crazy about one-hole out of the chute, but she’s in good form; 5-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-8-1 
 

RACE SIX 
(#7) CASH OUT: Dirt-to-turf play key, figures to get decent trip stalking pace; at best going 8F on grass 
(#8) TEENAGE KICKS: Gray is a shade cheap but has annexed three of her past five starts; C-Lan stays 
(#3) HIS GLORY: Draw line through her Regret Stakes (G3T) start, and she looks much more appealing 
(#5) TURTLE TRAX: She’s bred to handle the surface change to turf, but 8F may be beyond her scope 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-3-5 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#7) SENOR JOBIM: Fits on this level, had various issues in past three outings in Texas; bred to sprint 
(#6) MY MAN FLINTSTONE: All-out to beat $50,000 “two lifetime” foes in last; wheeled back quickly 
(#1) GIROLAMO’S ATTACK: Hooks winners in first start off 2-month layoff; went to shelf in good form 
(#4) COLTONATOR: Bay has placed in 50% of his lifetime starts and takes lateral class move—6-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-1-4 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#8) KADRI: Hooks winners but should get great trip stalking pace—went 6F in 1:08 4/5 in maiden win 
(#7) BREAKING NEWS: Anticipated quick pace will set up his late kick, blinkers go on; fires fresh today 
(#5) JULIUS: West Coast invader is the speed of the speed on paper; barn winning at 23% clip in 2020  
(#2) WILD POPIT: Just a nose behind Breaking News in penultimate start; like the cutback to 6-panels 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-5-2 
 
RACE NINE 
(#5) BELLE LAURA: In deep water in G2 stakes on Derby undercard, in more realistic spot here; tighter 
(#2) STRIKE MY FANCY: Ignore last race on demanding tract off layoff; fits on this level, on scene late 
(#8) AMAZIMA: Won two of past three outside of stakes races—tactical speed will help with wide post 
(#3) MY GAL BETTY: Tapeta-to-turf move is on the money; improvement is likely in second off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-8-3 
 
RACE TEN 
(#8) MOVIE MOXY: Done little wrong, has been training forwardly during her down time; 6F on point 
(#7) CAPTURE: Dam a multiple graded stakes winner, will break running under Santana, Jr.—contender 
(#4) SPEIGHTY SHIRL: Chestnut miss is handy, like the cutback to a six-furlong trip; value on the tote? 
(#1) MISS MESS: Carved out pace, got tired in Ellis Park debut; has plenty of upside, speed & fade play 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-4-1 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, September 24, 2020 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 2:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#6) Buffalo Shuffle (#7) A C Expressway (#8) Alejandro—3 
Race 6: (#7) Jack’s Advantage (#1-POE) Hidden Talent (#11) Midnight Patriot—3 
Race 7: (#3) Palio Flag—1 
Race 8: (#1-POE) On a Spree (#2) Tizzarunner (#4) Sugoi (#7) Kaziranga—4 
Race 9: (#8) Polished Chrome (#1A-POE) Santa Cruiser—2 
 


