
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 7: Friday, September 18, 2020 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
66-12-15-15: 18% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET : (#1) Princess Trina (2nd race)—3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#8) Go West (7th race)—4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) SPANISH PEAKS: Haltered for $20K at Spa, in for a dime today; barn wins at 30% clip off claim 
(#2) SOUL ALIBI: Turf-to-dirt and route-to-sprint angles are appealing—has upside in just third start 
(#4) WISES LANDING: Improved since returning to dirt in penultimate outing; wants more distance? 
(#6) TETRAHYDRO: 4+ lengths off the top choice in last but chances were compromised by poor start 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-4-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) PRINCESS TRINA: Placed in all seven of her starts in ‘20, last two works sharp; lateral class move 
(#4) MO FLASH: Big class drop off the claim for Diodoro, has :22 and change early lick; 6F trip on point 
(#6) SWORN SILENCE: Ascends the ladder but outfit hits at 20% strike rate off claim; third off a layoff 
(#3) DICHOTOMY: 1-paced late in game in slop at Belterra in last; best recent effort was at CD for $5K 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-6-3 
 

RACE THREE 
(#3) MORE IS MORE: Improved when stretching out, hooks light crew on the rise; bred to handle dirt 
(#4) WINZE: 8-panels is tricky for a first-time starter but there are no world-beaters in here; bullet noted 
(#7) AMBITIOUSLY PLACED: Likes to run fourth but returns to the maiden claiming ranks; 8-1 on M.L. 
(#1) KATIE’S KARAT: Chances enhanced with late scratches of Super Lucy & West Side Girl; poor post 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-7-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#3) BEHIND THE COUCH: Stopped-on frequently in ‘19, slides in for a tag—the best hop is the drop 
(#5) COULD YOU: The time off suited her, barn sent out a $12 winner Thursday; takes logical next step 
(#6) GOLD BUTTON: Squeezed back at the start last time and never picked up the bit—drops in class 
(#2) WEST BANK BABY: Fits on this level but six-furlong trip may be too short; quick pace sets up kick  
SELECTIONS: 3-5-6-2 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) ADJUDICATOR: Game out of box at Ellis at 13-1—will be plenty fit with 2-turn turf race under belt 
(#6) NINEELEVENTURBO: Finished on bridle in first start for Maker—was getting to Ten Flat last time 
(#3) TEN FLAT: Never been worse than second on the grass; figures to get a great tip stalking the pace 
(#4) HIGHESTDISTINCTION: Heading the right way for Proctor; has plenty of upside in just third start 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-3-4 
 

RACE SIX 
(#5) FROST OR FRIPPERY: A perfect four-for-four off the claim for Cox; he owns $10,000 starter races  
(#4) CHARLIE’SARCHANGEL: Beaten just two lengths for the money vs. open $40,000 types last time 
(#7) POPULAR KID: Gritty win in Iowa off layoff for $16,000 tag in last start—has tactical speed, tighter 
(#6) KNIGHT’S CROSS: Finished well behind Charlie’sarchangel in last—drop is the biggest attraction 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-7-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#8) GO WEST: $300K Street Sense colt’s last three breezes are sharp; dam was a stakes winner on turf  
(#2) INSPECTOR FROST: First-crop sire’s progeny have done well at the races—high-percentage barn 
(#1) STAYIN’ OUT LATE: Tapit colt has tough post for a first-timer—breaks running under Santana, Jr. 
(#3) DO RIGHT: Been training forwardly for Maker, gets Gaffalione for debut—6.5F tricky for first-timer 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-1-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) JEN TAKE CHARGE: Is consistent but tends to lack the knockout punch in the final furlong; handy 
(#7) SUN SUMMERS: Steps up in class in second start off the claim; wants, gets a firm turf course today  
(#8) HAT TIP: Split field of six at 5-1 on the class hike in last start; license to improve in second off shelf 
(#1) UNAPOLOGETIC ME: Hooks nondescript crew stepping up in class; saves ground, third off layoff 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-8-1 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) COMMUNICATOR: Broke his maiden off a layoff by open lengths; rank on closer’s track last time 
(#3) DON BOURBON: Consistent—placed in five-of-seven starts but does best work on off racetracks 
(#8) SAMARONTI: Will likely be forwardly-placed on the stretch-out; eligible for “2 lifetime” condition 
(#2) MISTER CANDY RIDE: Capable fresh—ran huge on debut at Gulfstream; bred to love 2-turn trip 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-8-2 
 
RACE TEN 
(#2) MONEY MILES: Bay colt is improving, has plenty of upside in third start—is 4-1 on morning line 
(#7) HIDDEN STASH: Stalked quick pace out of the box at Ellis, got tired late in game; tighter today 
(#9) CRUMP: Sire’s get are runners, dam was a Grade 1 stakes winner—gap-free work tab since July 
(#10) GENERATOR: Hard Spun colt cost $100,000, will break running for Asmussen; has a brutal post 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-9-10 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Friday, September 18, 2020 
50-cent play=$12—Post time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) Spanish Peaks—1 
Race 2: (#1) Princess Trina (#4) Mo Flash—2 
Race 3: (#3) More Is More—1 
Race 4: (#2) West Bank Baby (#3) Behind the Couch (#5) Could You (#6) Gold Button—4 
Race 5: (#3) Ten Flat (#6) Nineeleventurbo (#7) Adjudicator—3 
 


