
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 4: Friday, September 4, 2020 
Post Time: 11:00 A.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 September Meet Record: 
19-4-2-4—21% W, 53% ITM

BEST BET: (#8) Sicilia (GB) (7th race)—4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#1) Diamond Oops (13th race)—8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1A-POE) MOVIE MOXY: Beaten chalk in first two but is improving, Gaffalione stays; upside in 3rd start 
(#5) FINANCIAL ONE: She’s a half-sister to G1 winner Close Hatches; 7F is tricky for a first-time starter 
(#9) WHISPERING PINES: Has brutal post but dam was multiple stakes winner—high-percentage barn 
(#1-POE) SOVEREIGN APPEAL: Turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles are appealing; third start off layoff 
SELECTIONS: 1A(Part of Entry)-5-9-1(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE TWO 
(#7) QUICK MUNNY: Munnings filly is the speed of the speed on paper; game from 10-hole out of box 
(#2) MALIBU BIRD: Malibu Moon filly was bet down in career debut, stalked & stayed on; much tighter 
(#10) AUNT JOIE: Pro effort in turf sprint on debut at Ellis Park, love the turf-to-dirt play—value on tote 
(#3) SIANARA: Outfit is salty with juveniles & first-time starters, dam was a G3 winner at CD; cost $310K 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-10-3 
 

RACE THREE 
(#5) BEAUTIFUL TRAUMA: Makes first start since December but is sitting on sharp 4F work; fires fresh 
(#4) POSITIVE SPIRIT: She will appreciate the extra distance, had to have needed last race; drop suits 
(#3) SARA SEA: Is eligible for “3 lifetime” condition but always seems to run her race to pick up a check 
(#2) JEWELED PRINCESS: Has won her last two races on “off” tracks and is zero-for-four on fast strips 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-3-2 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#6) OCEAN BREEZE: Ran into buzz saw in Mundaye Call in last outing; loving the slight cutback to 6F 
(#8) PALOMITA: $375,000 Into Mischief filly has license to improve in second start off shelf; formidable 
(#1) SHE CAN’T SING: Exits a “live” heat at Keeneland, broke her maiden in Louisville—saves ground 
(#3) MISS T TOO: Exits G3 stakes, never worse than second versus allowance foes; 6-panels too short? 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-1-3 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#3) AMICHE: Barn wins at 23% clip with first-timers, solid works, cost 6-figs; dam multiple stakes winner 
(#8) TRAVEL COLUMN: Dam a multiple stakes winner, she’s a half to millionaire Neolithic—cost $850K 
(#11) HONORIFIQUE: Second at tricky 7F distance in career bow, sharp works since—experience edge 
(#6) PRINCESS LEA: Sire’s get are precocious, loving turf-to-dirt move, will be tighter—Johnny V. rides 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-11-6 
 

RACE SIX 
(#8) STRIKE THAT: Calls shots on the front-end but is handy, very consistent—third start of form cycle 
(#5) HONEST MISCHIEF: Chances were compromised by a bad start last time; 7-panel stakes winner 
(#7) LASTING LEGACY: Game second behind next-out victor off a four-month hiatus in last; 4X winner 
(#1) MANNY WAH: Just a length and change behind the crack sprinter Whitmore three back—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-7-1 



 

RACE SEVEN 
(#8) SICILIA (GB): SoCal invader is Gr. 2 placed at Deauville—much tighter in second off a long layoff 
(#9) ELLA BRILLA: Her tactical speed will help with the wide post, is very consistent; liking jock change 
(#2) URBAN FAIRYTALE: Ignore last start, caught a yielding turf course in $150K stakes; third off shelf 
(#1) AUDREY’S TIME: Is back off a five-month layoff but returns to allowance ranks; rough trip last time 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-2-1 
 

RACE EIGHT—Eight Belles Stakes Presented By Twinspires.com (G2) 
(#7) FOUR GRACES: 2-time G3 stakes winner is undefeated under the Twin Spires—likes to win races 
(#1) MUNDAYE CALL: Set track record while geared-down late in Audubon Oaks win; 2-for-2 for Cox 
(#5) SCONSIN: Quick pace set up her late kick in last outing; fractions will be swift again this afternoon 
(#4) PURRFECTLY CLAIRE: Won two in a row, gets class test; :59 5F move 5 days ago bit of a concern 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-5-4 
 

RACE NINE—Edgewood Stakes Presented By Forcht Bank (G2T) 
(#3) SHARING: She is three-for-three around two-turns on turf; first start back from England only worry 
(#8) WALK IN MARRAKESH (IRE): Hard-knocking filly has had some brutal luck stateside; G2-placed 
(#1) IN GOOD SPIRITS: Length and change behind Sharing three back; she has speed and the hedge 
(#2) HENDY WOODS: Rolling late in Indiana stakes win on yielding ground; gets positive jock change 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-1-2 
 

RACE TEN—Alysheba Stakes Presented By Sentient Jet (G2) 
(#2) MCKINZIE: He’ll relish the two-turn stretch-out, won this for fun in 2019—stalks pace in vanguard 
(#6) BY MY STANDARDS: Honest second in G1 Whitney, sitting on blistering 4F work; winless at CD 
(#3) OWENDALE: He doesn’t have to come from out of clouds to be a factor; the 8.5-furlong trip suits 
(#1) SILVER DUST: Honest gray is a cut below others in class but has placed in 17-of-29 starts lifetime 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-3-1 
 

RACE ELEVEN—La Troienne Stakes Presented By Oak Grove Racing & Gaming (G1) 
(#8) MONOMOY GIRL: Will appreciate 2-turn trip, hard to knock her consistency—holds all the aces 
(#2) VEXATIOUS: Beat Midnight Bisou on square in Saratoga G1; 2 lengths behind top choice 2 back 
(#1) HOROLOGIST: Coming off an open-length win in Jersey G3—should get great trip stalking pace 
(#6) SHE’S A JULIE: Last start is a head-scratcher, but she’s the defending champ—recent form dicey 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-1-6 
 

RACE TWELVE—Longines Kentucky Oaks (G1) 
(#5) GAMINE: Calls the shots on front-end, bred to stay nine-furlongs—have to catch her to beat her 
(#1) SWISS SKYDIVER: Only loss in last five came at the hands of a colt, handy; wheeled back quickly 
(#3) DONNA VELOCE: Losses are at the hands of Grade 1 winners British Idiom and Bast—fires fresh 
(#4) SPEECH: Impressed in open-length G1 Ashland score; has lost to top two choices & Donna Veloce 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-3-4 
 

RACE THIRTEEN—Twin Spires Turf Sprint Stakes Presented By Sysco (G2) 
(#1) DIAMOND OOPS: Dirt-to-turf, route-to-sprint angles very appealing; G1-placed on grass, overlay 
(#5) EXTRAVAGANT KID: Game vs. a tough crew in G2 Shakertown in last—won last 4 with Gaffalione 
(#13) TIGER BLOOD: Hard-knocking 7-year-old is a 19X winner—tough trip hurt chances in last outing 
(#10) CAROTARI: Got perfect trip, rolled by late in Ellis stakes on “soft” going—has placed in 11-of-15 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-13-10 
 
 

PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)  
Races 4-8 / Churchill Downs, Friday, September 4, 2020 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 12:35 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 4: (#6) Ocean Breeze (#8) Palomita—2 
Race 5: (#3) Amiche (#6) Princess Lea (#8) Travel Column (#11) Honorifique—4 
Race 6: (#5) Honest Mischief (#7) Lasting Legacy (#8) Strike That—3 
Race 7: (#8) Sicilia (GB)—1 
Race 8: (#1) Mundaye Call (#7) Four Graces—2 


