
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 September Meet 
Day 3: Thursday, September 3, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 September Meet Record:  
19-4-2-4: 21% W, 53% ITM

BEST BET : (#4) Windcracker (7th race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#6) Forloveofcountry (4th race)—5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#4) MATT’S HONEY: Creeps up in class but sits perfect stalking trip; barn wins at a 16% clip off claim  
(#3) CARINA: Improved for a dime with blinkers on in last start at Indiana Grand; has speed, is tractable 
(#5) I DREAM OF LOIS: Veteran is a tick cheap but has placed in 3-of-4 in 2020; turf-to-dirt appealing 
(#1) C ISLANDSURPRISE: He is at his best at Churchill but is vulnerable on an “off” track; 2 for last 18 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-5-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) COULD YOU: She’s the speed of the speed on paper, drops in class; takes this crew gate-to-wire  
(#7) KISSES FOR HEIDI: Ignore last start on turf, gets back on dirt today; never off the board for a tag 
(#6) TIPAZAR: Chestnut gets some needed class relief, placed in three-of-five in Louisville—6-1 on M.L. 
(#5) NOT A NEEDY GAL: Fifth-of-nine on debut on this level, gets Lasix today; back fresh for Romans 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-6-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) MATROOH: Dictates terms on the front-end, is handy—improvement in cards in second off shelf 
(#5) ORIGINAL INTENT: Gray steps up in class but is in fine fettle; barn winning at a 25% clip in 2020 
(#9) QUICKSILVER: Stalks Matrooh in what could be merry-go-round affair; gets away from River Echo 
(#4) EXEMPLAR: Dyed-in-wood closer is zero-for-8 in 2020 but the class drop is significant—back fresh 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-9-4 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#6) FORLOVEOFCOUNTRY: Plummets in class, back on dirt—barn sent out $13 winner Wednesday 
(#7) LEMNISCATE: Shows up for a tag for the first time for McPeek; turf-to-dirt, third start off a layoff 
(#1) ORO DE TEJANO: Not crazy about 1-hole out of chute, but he drops for Diodoro; solid ‘20 form 
(#2) RUNNIN’ RAY: Drops in class off his past two starts, has been training forwardly; better 2-turn trip? 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-1-2 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#1-POE) CASH OUT: Versatile mare handles the dirt if this comes off the grass; stalks pace in vanguard  
(#7) ANGEL OF MISCHIEF: Delivered as the chalk in Indiana in last outing—she fits on this class level 
(#8) SUMMER IN SARATOGA: Dressed up with nowhere to go last time; bred to handle dirt if off turf 
(#11-MTO) JEWELED PRINCESS: Won first start v. winners, placed in 6-of-8 on dirt; factors if she runs 
SELECTIONS: 1(Part of Entry)-7-8-11(Main Track Only) 
 

RACE SIX 
(#8) SEA OF HOPE: Wide trip didn’t do him any favors in last; first start for tag, good post out of chute 
(#10) OXIDE: Broke maiden by open lengths on the main track, drops in class—8-furlong trip too short? 
(#6) ALPHALFA: Her best work has been on synthetic surfaces and turf, but the drop works in her favor 
(#5) EL SUPREMO: Lone Star raider slides back in for a tag—broke maiden for $50,000 at Fair Grounds 
SELECTIONS: 8-10-6-5 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#4) WINDCRACKER: Heading the right way for Amoss, cost $150,000—bred to relish 2-turns on dirt 
(#3) MYSTICAL MAN: Scratched out of 8F off turf maiden allowance Wednesday for this spot; tighter  
(#1-POE) NOW A JAGUAR: Bred to love two-turn stretch-out; a half-brother to stakes winner Chapalu  
(#10) KING FURY: Curlin colt cost $950K, dam was a Grade 1 winner; the 8.5-furlong trip is the x-factor  
SELECTIONS: 4-3-1(Part of Entry)-10 
 

RACE EIGHT—Opening Verse Stakes 
(#10) SET PIECE (GB): Checked sharply at 7/8ths-pole in last, 8F trip suits; player if this stays on grass 
(#2) RENAISANCE FROLIC: South Florida invader is versatile, handles turf and dirt; love cutback to 8F 
(#1) CAPTIVATING MOON: Bay got some needed time off, exits graded stakes races—saves ground 
(#4) MR. MISUNDERSTOOD: Loves the Matt Winn Course but is zero-for-4 in 2020—toss if off grass 
SELECTIONS: 10-2-1-4 
 
RACE NINE 
(#2) EXPLORER: Barn will have him ready off the extended layoff—tipped hand with August 16 bullet 
(#6) RAGTIME BLUES: Is Grade 3 stakes-placed sprinting, has :21 and change early lick—cost $500K 
(#9) CANDY CORNELL: Improvement is in cards in second off the sidelines, but he likes minor awards 
(#1A-POE) RUBUS: Has improved off the layoff but has a brutal post—placed in 50% of his starts at CD 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-9-1A(Part of Entry) 
 
RACE TEN—Pocahontas Stakes (G3) 
(#6) CRAZY BEAUTIFUL: Talented, won stakes in first crack at winners; quick pace sets up her late kick 
(#10) INJECT: Turned heads in eye-catching Ellis maiden win; 3/4 sis to Belmont S. (G1) winner Tapwrit 
(#12) MANIA: Second to Crazy Beautiful in first start against winners; blinkers go on today for new outfit 
(#9) ALEXANDRIA: Ohio-bred is three-for-three versus restricted rivals; fleet-footed, fuels a quick pace 
SELECTIONS: 6-10-12-9 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#7) THE ANGRY MAN: New York raider has yet to put forth a bad effort, handles dirt/turf; stalks pace 
(#2) RED STORM RISEN: Tapeta-to-turf play is what the doctor ordered—salty jock and trainer combo 
(#5) ALFONS WALDE (IRE): He will appreciate the cutback to a flat mile trip—third start of form cycle 
(#11) BRIEFCASE BULLY: Big improvement when stretching out on grass with blinkers; using if he runs 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-5-11 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, September 3, 2020 
50-cent play=$32—Post time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) C Islandsurprise (#3) Carina (#4) Matt’s Honey (#5) I Dream of Lois—4 
Race 2: (#4) Could You—1 
Race 3: (#6) Matrooh—1 
Race 4: (#1) Oro de Tejano (#2) Runnin’ Ray (#6) Forloveofcountry (#7) Lemniscate—4 
Race 5: (#1-POE) Cash Out (#7) Angel of Mischief (#8) Summer in Saratoga (#11-MTO) Jeweled Princess--4 
 


