
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Fall  Meet 
Day 3: Thursday, October 29, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Fall Meet Record:  
 11-3-3-2: 27% W, 73% ITM

BEST BET: (#8) Copley (5th race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Santa Rita (7th race)—9-2 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) FRA MAURO: Is heading in the right direction for Asmussen; beaten just a length vs. similar in last 
(#4) BEAVER HAT: Pressed a slow pace and got late on speed-favoring strip last time; fits on this level 
(#2) SUBSTANTIAL: Turned things around with blinkers on in last outing, but he’s a need-the-lead type 
(#5) HANDY: Finished well last time versus lesser foes and had excuse in penultimate start—tough trip 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-2-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#7) TIZSO AWESOME: The class drop is significant; has license to improve in third start of form cycle 
(#4) ILHA DO MEL: She is bred top and bottom to relish the mud/slop; drops in for a tag for first time 
(#1) RED BOTTOM REBEL: Wide post and trip hurt her chances in Indiana debut; draws the rail today 
(#6) GRIMPANTE: Didn’t fire from off the pace off long layoff last time, will be tighter today—12-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) TACTICIAN: The double-dip class drop is right on the money, like the blinkers off play; fires fresh 
(#5) COUNT YOUR PENNIES: Improving but creeps up in class this afternoon; blinkers off is puzzling 
(#2) BLANKENBAKER: He improved in dirt return for Romans; figures to get a good trip stalking pace 
(#3) CARRIER PIGEON: Ran like he needed his last race off 10-month hiatus—he tries two-turns today  
SELECTIONS: 7-5-2-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) OVERZEALOUS: Six-year-old has had a great year—won four-of-nine starts; reunited with Lanerie 
(#8) ABOVE BOARD: Speedster has won past two by open lengths for Diodoro; tries a tougher circuit 
(#1) TRES EQUIS: Like cutback to one-turn mile setup, gets class relief; post is detrimental out of chute 
(#2) CAMPIONI: Steps up in class but barn wins at 20% clip off claim; has won two-of-three in mud/slop 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-1-2 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#8) COPLEY: He’s the speed of the speed on paper, gets wheeled back and drops for Ward—wire job 
(#10) SIR ACEALOT: Significant improvement for $20,000 tag at Keeneland, in for $15,000 here; stalks  
(#5) WAYPOINT: Has big-time off-track pedigree, the blinkers go on for Asmussen—plummets in class 
(#4) NIP N TUCK: Like the slight cutback to seven-eighths, Gaffalione stays put; on the drop for Maker 
SELECTIONS: 8-10-5-4 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) ATTACHMENT RATE: Gets needed class relief, is G3 stakes-placed; he moves way up in the slop 
(#6) GLORY ROAD: Ignore the last start—broke through gate; caught speed-favoring strips in past two 
(#4) GUIDED MISSILE: Professional win out of the box at a tricky 7-furlong distance—bred to love slop 
(#2) LUNA’S IN CHARGE: Graduated on a sloppy, sealed track in Louisville; in money past three starts 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-4-2 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#9) SANTA RITA: Curlin’s get love slop if this comes off turf—outfit is salty with 2YO first-time starters 
(#6) IMPEACH ME: $190,000 Speightstown filly should love off track—half to stakes-placed Slieve Mish 
(#1) TRAIN TO ARTEMUS: Length behind next-out winner in bow at Ky. Downs; is bred to handle dirt  
(#2) CUZZYWUZZY: She has a past board finish on the main track—like the cutback to a 5.5-furlong trip 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-1-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) CLUB CAR: She does her best work at Churchill Downs, won her prior start in the slop; formidable 
(#2) DIAMOND CRAZY: Beaten 2.5 lengths vs. a similar crew in last start at 11-1; 6.5F is in wheelhouse 
(#1) CARDAMON: Drew off to comfortable win when last seen in slop; in money in 5-of-7 on main track 
(#4) BYE BYE BERTIE: Turf-to-dirt move is on target, hooked a tougher crew last time—value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-1-4 
 
RACE NINE 
(#3) SHARECROPPER: Versatile, acts on turf & dirt should this race come off the grass; Maker off claim 
(#4) HELLORHIGHWATER: Rolling late when last seen on sloppy, sealed racetrack; third start off shelf 
(#10) KENTUCKY GHOST: Good third behind a pair of next-out winners in last main track appearance 
(#5) BLUEGRASS PARKWAY: Carved out the pace, faded in the lane in last start on a sloppy racetrack 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-10-5 
 
RACE TEN 
(#5) BAOZUN: Texas-bred was the beaten chalk last time in Indiana but is a perfect two-for-two in slop 
(#4) RAYO DE LUZ: Two-pronged class drop is right on the money, third start of form cycle; contender 
(#12) UNCLE GREGORY: Fits for a dime, has good post position out of the chute; 8-1 on morning line 
(#11) MARTIAL EAGLE: Broke slow, finished well against similar field in last start; zero-for-seven at CD 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-12-11 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, October 29, 2020 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) Fra Mauro (#4) Beaver Hat—2 
Race 2: (#1) Red Bottom Rebel (#4) I lha Do Mel (#7) Tizso Awesome—3 
Race 3: (#5) Count Your Pennies (#7) Tactician—2 
Race 4: (#4) Overzealous (#8) Above Board—2 
Race 5: (#8) Copley (#10) Sir Acealot—2 

 


