
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Fall  Meet 
Day 21: Thursday, November 26, 2020 
Post Time: 11:30 A.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Fall Meet Record:  
 195-58-41-31: 30% W, 67% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Sombeyay (9th race)—4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#12) Right Trappe (5th race)—10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#6) SEEDS OF TIME: Returns to the claiming ranks for Flint, loving the turf-to-dirt play; likes Churchill 
(#5) SHACKLEFORD COUNTY: Placed in 5-of-6 starts in 2020, has tactical speed—blinkers on today 
(#2) MERADA: Length and change behind Shackleford County in last outing—third start of form cycle 
(#3) CENTERFOLD ANGEL: Lackluster start, wide trip didn’t do her any favors in last—Bejarano stays 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-2-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) REASON TO SOAR: Won last two starts on this class level by open lengths; bay holds all the aces 
(#7) ROYAL COMMISSION: Four-time winner in 2020, but Reason to Soar seems to have his number 
(#3) LADDIE BOY: Hard-knocker is a 15-time winner but gets wheeled back off 15 days rest; contender 
(#4) NEWS BOX: 5YO bay is a tick cheap but has tactical speed; more interested as the price increases 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-3-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) ARTIE’S ROSE: Broke flat-footed, never picked up the bit in last start in South Florida; drops here 
(#6) ANN IN THE MIDDLE: Graduated for a $30,000 tag—she takes the next logical step up in class 
(#4) BOLD ARTICLE: Took action, failed to seriously menace on drop last time—Geroux stays aboard 
(#8) KENTUCKY PRIDE: Ascends ladder but demonstrated nice turn of foot from ¼-pole to wire in last 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-8 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#2) LONE ROCK: Did all the heavy lifting on front end in last start for $40K tag and won; Mott re-claim 
(#1) CHARLIE’SARCHANGEL: Steps up in class off claim but likes Louisville—placed in 6-of-9 in 2020 
(#4) INTREPID HEART: A length behind top choice for $40,000 tag in penultimate start; third off shelf 
(#3) GITA’S LAD: Wired field of open $32K claiming types last time in Chicago—tries 1-turn mile setup 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-4-3 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#12) RIGHT TRAPPE: Length & change to the good of next-out winner in last; hooks soft crew on rise 
(#5) HOT AS BLUE BLAZES: Bred top and bottom to love surface change to dirt—drops, blinkers on 
(#6) TARGETED RETURN: Drops for high-percentage barn; gets back on dirt, cuts back to 1-turn mile 
(#7) WINZE: Useful third when last seen at Churchill for a $50,000 price tag; is 30-1 on the morning line 
SELECTIONS: 12-5-6-7 
 

RACE SIX 
(#7) SUBSTANTIAL: Carved out pace, got late on speed-favoring strip in last in slop—fast going today 
(#2) HANDY: Has improved since returning to the main track; he gets Lanerie in the irons this afternoon 
(#4) LNGTERMRELATIONSHP: Has license to improve in second off a layoff but is zero-for-11 at CD  
(#5) FRA MAURO: He was fourth in the key prep for this race but is two for his last 17; gets a fast track 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-4-5 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) HINDSIGHT: Professional debut at Keeneland at 12-1, will be much tighter today; 7F trip on point 
(#2) ANOUSH: Finished on bridle out of box, but quick pace set up his kick—big upside in second start 
(#1) TAYET: Barn winning at 35% clip at meet, gets Gaffalione for bow—post, 7F distance are concerns 
(#6) BOW BOW GIRL: Outfit is having a solid meet—she’s siting on a smoking four-furlong gate move 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-1-6 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#10) LAKE AVENUE: G2 stakes winner faces allowance company for the first time—fires fresh for Mott 
(#4) SECONDARY MARKET: Into Mischief filly returns to allowance ranks this afternoon; is 7-2 on M.L. 
(#5) CASUAL: Back to races fresh for Asmussen, is handy, seven-panel trip is in wheelhouse—lots to like 
(#6) UNION MAIDEN: Has never been off the board at Churchill but tries “two other than” foes here 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-5-6 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) SOMBEYAY: Love the turf-to-dirt play—he is a G3 stakes winner on main track; first start for Miller 
(#11) TOUGH LOVE: Bay colt is consistent and tractable, likes Louisville, Geroux stays put; formidable 
(#6) RUBUS: Honest 5-year-old was only beaten by a length in last start against similar stock; stalks pace 
(#12) CHEWING GUM: Graded stakes placed on turf but handles the main track too; likes show dough 
SELECTIONS: 7-11-6-12 
 
RACE TEN—Falls City Handicap (G2) 
(#3) BONNY SOUTH: Faces light bunch is first crack at elders; she’s heading in right direction for Cox 
(#1) ENVOUTANTE: A nine-furlong trip should hit her right between the eyes—gets ground-saving trip 
(#4) SMOOTH WITH A KICK: Faces soft field in graded stakes bow for high-percentage barn; likes 9F 
(#5) OUR SUPER FREAK: Should get a great trip stalking the pace but is winless from 4 starts in 2020 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-4-5 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#10) GIROLAMO’S ATTACK: Beaten chalk last time on this level, but he can improve in third off shelf  
(#12) SENOR JOBIM: Gray gelding is in fine fettle but the wide post draw is a concern—likes Churchill 
(#7) COLTONATOR: No match for top two picks three starts back, but is coming off a sharp win at CD 
(#1) GALLANT PLUNGER: Loving the cutback to a 6.5-furlong trip, runs well off layoffs; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 10-12-7-1 
 
 
EARLY PICK 4 TICKET 
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, November 26, 2020 
50-cent play=$18—Post time: 11:30 A.M. (Eastern) 
Race 2: (#5) Reason to Soar—1 
Race 3: (#4) Bold Article (#6) Ann in the Middle (#7) Artie’s Rose (#8) Kentucky Pride—4 
Race 4: (#2) Lone Rock—1 
Race 5: ALL—9 
 
 


