
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Fall  Meet 
Day 22: Friday, November 27, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Fall Meet Record:  
 206-61-43-31: 30% W, 66% ITM

BEST BET: (#1) O Seraphina (8th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#2) Blossom Road (6th race)—6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) MAU MAU: The class drop is significant, sports a sharp work tab for Mott; like cutback to 7.5F trip 
(#3) NILES CHANNEL: 1.5 lengths off a next-out winner in last start; will be tighter in second off shelf 
(#1) LEMON AND DIEM: Continues class descent for Asmussen; he will appreciate the extra distance 
(#5) AUTOPILOT: At best on a synthetic surface but is the controlling speed on paper; 9-2 morning line 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-1-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#9) SURMONT: Double-dip class drop is on the money, gets Gaffalione in irons; blinkers on, cuts back 
(#8) GOODTIME ARTIE: Stalked slow pace and retreated in two-turn debut; turns back this afternoon 
(#10) HICKERSON: Improved for $15,000 price tag in last outing—plenty of upside in third career start  
(#11) PAYSTER: Wide trip, sloppy track didn’t help matters in last—good post out of chute, blinkers on 
SELECTIONS: 9-8-10-11 
 

RACE THREE 
(#2) SILVER STATE: Just a nose shy from being undefeated in 1-turn races; big turn of foot in last start 
(#4) DENNIS’ MOMENT: Likely forwardly placed in race lacking early speed; barn will have him ready 
(#3) STRAIGHT SHOT: Consistent, has placed in 70% of his starts but tends to lack a knockout punch 
(#1) SHASHASHAKEMEUP: Exits the conditioned claiming ranks, but barn wins at a 33% clip off claim 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-3-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#3) BARAKAT: He’ll break running under Santana, Jr.; barn is salty with its 2-year-old first-time starters 
(#2) HE’SMYHONEYBADGER: Barn wins at 15% clip with first-timers—most recent gate work is sharp  
(#5) DR. ROGER: Sire’s get are precocious, outfit is winning at a 32% clip at the tilt—training forwardly 
(#6) MANITOWISH: Sire stands for $15,000, this fellow cost $175,000; sitting on a smoking gate work 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-5-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) JILTED BRIDE: She has never been worse than third in one-turn affairs—fires fresh for Asmussen 
(#3) SHE CAN’T SING: Tough beat vs. a similar crew in last outing; gets reunited with Hernandez, Jr. 
(#4) JEN TAKE CHARGE: Bred top & bottom to handle surface change to dirt; runs well off sidelines 
(#5) NEVER FORGET: Is Grade 3 stakes-placed on dirt in Louisville, but her form has tailed off of late 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-4-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#2) BLOSSOM ROAD: Loving the turf-to-dirt play; bay drops in for a tag for the first time for Hartman 
(#4) MISHPOCHA: Consistently inconsistent but shows up in the claiming ranks for the first time today 
(#8) UNIVERSALLY: Tapeta-to-dirt move right on target, will be much tighter; 5-1 on the morning line 
(#9) SUPERTALEOFHOUDINI: Brutal trip in career debut 19 days ago—license to improve in 2nd start 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-8-9 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#7) GRAYSONSMACHO GAL: Ran off T.V. screen in dirt return—improved with addition of blinkers 
(#9) TONAL VISION: Game third on the class hike in last race—has improved off the claim for Maker 
(#2) FUNNYBET: In fine fettle—annexed first start against winners; gets wheeled back off 9 days rest 
(#3) CHANNEL PRINCESS: Beaten chalk in last start in Ohio but caught a muddy strip; likes Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 7-9-2-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#1) O SERAPHINA: Chestnut filly has won two of her past three starts around two turns; saves ground 
(#2) VILLANELLE: Heading in right direction for high-percentage barn; hooks winners for first time here 
(#6) TEMPERS RISING: Couldn’t seal the deal as the favorite in last start vs. “a other than” adversaries 
(#7) LONGPANTS REQUIRED: Broke maiden in a stylish fashion in her return to main track—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-6-7 
 
RACE NINE 
(#4) HOG CREEK HUSTLE: Has salty past form vs. allowance foes—beaten 5 lengths in Breeders’ Cup 
(#8) LOOKING AT BIKINIS: Pressed pace on closer’s track, gave way off layoff last time; tighter today  
(#3) EMPTY TOMB: He has never been worse than third on main track for Maker; reunited with Santana 
(#1) THIRSTFORLIFE: 1-turn mile specialist loves CD—third in G3 Ack Ack when last seen in Louisville 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-3-1 
 
RACE TEN—Clark Stakes Presented By Norton Healthcare (G1) 
(#3) CODE OF HONOR: G1 winner, reunited with Johnny V.; improvement in cards in second off shelf 
(#12) BY MY STANDARDS: Won G2 Alysheba Stakes when last seen under Twin Spires—is formidable 
(#5) AURELIUS MAXIMUS: Mere neck shy from being three-for-three for Asmussen; stalks in vanguard 
(#7) MR FREEZE: Stays a nine-furlong trip on the main track, likes Churchill, is tractable; lots to like here 
SELECTIONS: 3-12-5-7 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#1) MY MANE GIRL: “Sneaky good” fourth off a near one-year hiatus in last start—much tighter today 
(#4) SPEIGHTY SHIRL: Didn’t make headway on speed-favoring track in last—no world beaters in here 
(#9) FAVORITE SIN: Bay miss is bred to love the surface change to dirt; barn is capable off long layoffs 
(#5) SHELL SHOCK: She has past board finish on the main track and gets a good gate rider in Jimenez 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-9-5 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 7-11/ Churchill Downs, Friday, November 27, 2020 
50-cent play=$32—Post time: 3:57 A.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#2) Funnybet (#3) Channel Princess (#7) Graysonsmacho Gal (#9) Tonal Vision—4 
Race 8: (#1) O Seraphina—1 
Race 9: (#4) Hog Creek Hustle (#8) Looking At Bikinis—2 
Race 10: (#3) Code of Honor (#5) Aurelius Maximus (#7) Mr Freeze (#12) By My Standards—4 
Race 11: (#1) My Mane Girl  (#4) Speighty Shir l—2 
 
 
 


