
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020 Fall  Meet 
Day 9: Sunday, November 8, 2020 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 Fall Meet Record:  
 80-24-19-11: 30% W, 68% ITM

BEST BET: (#6) Ambitiously Placed (3rd race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#2) Sequaya (5th race)—5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#4) MATT’S HONEY: Was headed, fought back to beat a similar field in last—dictates pace, wire job 
(#2) YES I’M EVIL: It’s hard to knock her consistency—placed in 26-of-38 starts—won three of past four 
(#5) POSITIVE VIBES: Has won last two at Belterra Park by open lengths; lone work since is very sharp 
(#3) DEPUTY DORA: Returns to the starter allowance ranks but is zero-for-10 in 2020; turf-to-dirt suits 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-5-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#2) SUN PATH: Full sister to Fair Grounds Oaks (G2) winner Bonny South—big-time upside in 2nd start 
(#3) NAUGHTY RENDEZVOUS: Respectable third on debut—cost $400,000, dam was a stakes winner 
(#5) PEACE BROKER: Didn’t have the best of trips, but she finished on the bridle in bow at Keeneland 
(#6) GINKGO: Half-sister to the multiple stakes winner Sower, cost $225,000; 7F is tricky for first-timers 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-5-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) AMBITIOUSLY PLACED: Has speed in heat with a dearth of front-running types; significant drop 
(#8) APSARA: Third for a $32,000 tag in Indiana last time, drops & has better post; improvement likely 
(#7) ESCAPEPROOF: Never picked her feet up on debut on grass at Indiana Grand; big drop, tries dirt  
(#2) KENTUCKY PRIDE: Two-pronged class drop is a step in the right direction—blinkers go on today 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-7-2 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1) IDOL: Tries winners but has talent, exits a pair of quick maiden heats; bred to love two-turns on dirt 
(#2) EXCESSION: Was wading in deep waters in G1 Preakness, in a more realistic spot; second off shelf 
(#4) DON BOURBON: Shuffled back at five-sixteenths pole in last—gets back to Churchill, blinkers on 
(#6) MULBERRY STREET: Hooks winners but past form in dirt route races is solid—Talamo stalks pace 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-4-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#2) SEQUAYA: Liking cutback to a one-turn trip and the turf-to-dirt move; gets 10-pound weight break 
(#3) SINGSONG BIRD: Slight class drop works in her favor, but she is zero-for-six lifetime at Churchill 
(#10) MISS COMMISH: Toss last start on the turf, gets back on main track; has good post out of chute  
(#5) BETTER BIZ: Has board finish in a one-turn dirt race in Louisville; three-pronged drop, blinkers on 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-10-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#4) KITTEN’S FIRSTLOVE: Lacked winning bid but was only three lengths off next-out winner in bow 
(#9) TAPWOOD: Stakes-placed on dirt but was one-paced fourth in turf debut—blinkers on in this spot 
(#3) FULSOME: 3/4 brother to G3 stakes placed Mr Darcy—barn is effective with first-timers going long 
(#7) HAPPY CHAMP: Finished with interest against a similar field in last outing—blinkers go on today 
SELECTIONS: 4-9-3-7 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) PADDY O’DINI: Back to the races fresh and drops for a high-percentage barn; 4-1 on morning line 
(#4) VIVID VERSE: Exits conditioned claiming ranks, but slight cutback in distance suits; he is improving 
(#6) SNAGGLETOOTH: Wide trip didn’t do him any favors in last outing—at best on or near early lead 
(#8) STAY HOME: Sixth behind pair of next-out winners in last race—first start off the claim for Kobiskie 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-6-8 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#2) HANSENS MISCHIEF: Plummets in class for Maker, caught a closer’s track last time; Flo stays put  
(#3) INTIMIDATION: The class drop is significant, blinkers come off this afternoon; second off a layoff 
(#8) WYOMING CONQUEST: Form for Ortiz is pretty solid, creeps down the ladder today—overlay?  
(#7) SOARING BIRD: Back to races fresh for Stall, massive class drop—Mena stalks pace in vanguard 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-8-7 
 
RACE NINE 
(#8) EVIL LYN: Comes into this off a stakes win on yielding turf at Pimlico; won four-of-seven on grass 
(#5) MY HEART SINGS: Second behind useful filly in Pass the Plate last time; annexed past two on turf 
(#3) ASK BAILEY: Is G2 stakes placed going a route of ground on turf—cutback to 8.5F trip is on point 
(#4) WINDRACER (IRE): She’s a perfect two-for-two outside stakes races; liking the Tapeta-to-turf play 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-3-4 
 
RACE TEN 
(#10) SILVERBELLA: Done little wrong—solid second in both prior outings; has sharp works, fires fresh 
(#8) HONORABLE MEMORY: Is heading the right way off the layoff—in money in 2-of-3 at Keeneland  
(#1) MY MANE GIRL: Went off favored but put breaks on at 1/8-pole in career debut; speed, fade play 
(#5) WHISPERING PINES: Broke slowly and lost interest out of the box; outfit effective off long layoffs 
SELECTIONS: 10-8-1-5 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET 
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Sunday, November 8, 2020 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#2) Yes I ’m Evil  (#4) Matt’s Honey—2 
Race 2: (#2) Sun Path—1 
Race 3: (#6) Ambitiously Placed (#7) Escapeproof (#8) Apsara—3 
Race 4: (#1) Idol (#2) Excession—2 
Race 5: (#2) Sequaya (#3) Singsong Bird (#5) Better Biz (#10) Miss Commish—4 

 


