
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GULFSTREAM PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2020-21 Championship Meet 
Day 18: Saturday, December 26, 2020 
Post Time: 12:05 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020-21 Championship Meet Record:  
 175-55-24-25: 31% W, 59% ITM

BEST BET : (#2) Stunning Sky (10th race)—5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT : (#9) Emperor’s Cause (5th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#5) WHAT’S THE MOVE: Barn hits at 50% clip off claim, winning at a 55% clip at tilt; double-dip drop 
(#8) CLADDAGH’S RUN: Can end string of seconds with a two-pronged class drop; like cutback to 8F 
(#6) TRULY: Consistent, has placed in seven-of-nine starts—improvement in cards in second off a layoff 
(#7) SILENT EMPRESS: Exits New York-bred ranks for Clement but drops in for a $20,000 price tag 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-6-7 
 

RACE TWO 
(#10) MARKISTAN: Won and was haltered for a $6,250 tag in last start, has had good year; formidable 
(#9) GRACE’S DRAMA: Just missed on the cutback to a one-turn mile in last; a nine-time winner at GP  
(#8) BLOSSOM BOW: Gets some class relief, the turf-to-dirt play is appealing—is better around 1-turn 
(#1) VALLEY DATE: The class drop is significant, placed in six-of-nine starts on the dirt—Saez is in irons 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-8-1 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) PERSPECTIVE: Bumped at the start, finished on bridle on debut versus similar foes—tighter today  
(#7) THE GREAT OZ: Is in for tag for the first time, back to the races as a gelding—liking rider change 
(#2) KING CAIRO: Hook a nondescript crew on debut—barn wins at an 18% clip with first-time starters 
(#1) MAHOMES MONEY: Back to the races fresh for Romans but has never hit board; 3-pronged drop 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-2-1 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#11) PAYNTDEMBLUESAWAY: Handy bay is a neck shy of winning past six outings—fires fresh today 
(#3) R HAPPY ENDING: Drops in for $25K and gets back to Florida for Baxter; a 4X winner on GP turf 
(#6) SWIRLING CANDY: The dirt-to-turf play is right on the money, jock won four Thursday—overlay? 
(#2) KITTEN’S COVERGIRL: Chestnut mare is in snug spot for a quarter but is winless in past 12 starts 
SELECTIONS: 11-3-6-2 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#9) EMPEROR’S CAUSE: Rolling late in bow, like wide post out of chute—gets 7-pound weight break 
(#4) DR. ROGER: Took action, split field in career debut at Churchill Downs; has upside in second start 
(#2) AMOUNT: Half-brother to G3 Iowa Oaks winner Size, cost $110,000; 7-panels is tricky for first timer 
(#1) RABDAN: Should get a decent trip staling the pace, will be much tighter this afternoon—12-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-2-1 
 

RACE SIX—H. Allen Jerkens Stakes 
(#10) HIGH NOON RIDER: Eight-year-old has placed in 9-of-11 starts in ’20; loves the Gulfstream turf 
(#7) HIEROGLYPHICS: Had three-race win streak snapped in Claiming Crown but should stay 16F trip 
(#4) FOCUS GROUP: Has been gelded since last start, the blinkers come off; G2 winner on the GP turf 
(#5) CONVICTION TRADE: Improved stepping up in class off the claim; barn is salty in turf marathons 
SELECTIONS: 10-7-4-5 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#7) GREATEST HONOUR: Heading in the right direction for Shug, tries the grass today; Saez in boot 
(#1) ANOTHER DUKE: Bred top and bottom to relish a two-turn trip on the dirt; third start off sidelines 
(#5) BOURBON HIGHWAY: Is improving for barn that likes to race its stock into shape; value on tote? 
(#9) DYNAMIC ONE: Went off favored, hit gate at start and never picked up his feet in bow; tries grass 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-5-9 
 

RACE EIGHT—Tropical Park Derby 
(#5) SOLE VOLANTE: Anticipated quick pace will set up late kick, he’s undefeated on turf—fires fresh 
(#6) COLONEL LIAM: On wrong end of blanket finish in $500,000 stakes at Saratoga in last; Irad rides 
(#9) FANCY LIQUOR: It’s hard to knock his consistency, is very tractable, bullet work noted; lots to like 
(#1) SUMMER TO REMEMBER: Broke his maiden off a layoff; gets a ground-saving trip from one-hole 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-9-1 
 
RACE NINE 
(#4) FRONT LOADED: He sports salty past form when in for a quarter; eight-time winner on dirt at GP 
(#7) DOC AMSTER: Beat 2 next-out winners in a $25K starter allowance in last; 2-for-2 under Jaramillo  
(#5) SILVERLY ENOUGH: He’s improving for Hess; only three-parts of a length off top choice two back 
(#8) LIFE IN SHAMBLES: Two for his last 19 but has been first-or-second in 4-of-5 starts at Gulfstream 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-5-8 
 
RACE TEN—Tropical Park Oaks 
(#2) STUNNING SKY: Draw a line through last start on the dirt at Churchill—G3 stakes winner on grass 
(#10) SPEAKTOMEOFSUMMER: Hard luck filly has had traffic issues in past 4; factors with a clean trip 
(#4) VIGILANTES WAY: Won last start on firm turf by many—has come up short in last two as favorite 
(#12) MORE THAN UNUSUAL: Game in first start against winners at Keeneland; steps up in class here 
SELECTIONS: 2-10-4-12 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#11) THE MIGHTY JUDGE: Less than length shy of winning past five; just missed for $20K tag 3 back 
(#1) DERBY CHAMPAGNE: Game at 9-1 vs. similar crew at Gulfstream 17 days ago—Gaffalione stays 
(#5) DONJI: Ascends the ladder but is in good form, has tactical speed, and Luis Saez; 4-1 morning line 
(#8) BASHA: License to move forward in third start of current form cycle; 2 lengths off top choice 2 back 
SELECTIONS: 11-1-5-8 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET   
Races 7-11/ Gulfstream Park, Saturday, December 26, 2020 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 3:09 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#1) Another Duke (#7) Greatest Honour—2 
Race 8: (#5) Sole Volante (#6) Colonel Liam (#9) Fancy Liquor—3 
Race 9: (#4) Front Loaded (#5) Silverly Enough (#7) Doc Amster (#8) Life in Shambles—4 
Race 10: (#2) Stunning Sky—1 
Race 11: (#1) Derby Champagne (#5) Donji (#8) Basha (#11) The Mighty Judge—4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


