
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEENELAND SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 
www.thesteampicks.com 

 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 11: Saturday, Apri l  17, 2021 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 95-29-22-10: 31% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Top Seed (8th race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#5) Differentbutok (3rd race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#6) SUPER SOL: Love the route-to-sprint, Tapeta-to-dirt angles; has a win at Keeneland, can stalk pace 
(#2) HOLD ME BLACK: Is a shade cheap but has license to improve in third start of current form cycle 
(#5) FIRE MARSHALL BILL: Game win on the class hike in last start at Tampa Bay Downs; is consistent 
(#1) BLESS THE KITTEN: Bay is unproven on the main track, but he hasn’t been off the board in 2021 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-5-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) ASHAAR: Has improved since getting blinkers in penultimate outing; tighter in second off sidelines 
(#4) MO RESERVE: Ignore last race on a synthetic surface off a layoff; is back on dirt, blinkers off today 
(#5) PORTOS: Gray will appreciate the stretch out around two-turns; G3 stakes-paced going 9F on dirt 
(#2) WORKING TITLE: Game second at 22-1 in lone prior appearance on a “fast” strip—value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-5-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#5) DIFFERENTBUTOK: Form flattered by Ghosting Kim’s ($31.80) win on Friday’s card; tighter today 
(#4) DYNAMITE GIFT: Like the turf-to-dirt play, figures to get a good trip stalking the pace—6-1 M.L. 
(#6) LET THEM EAT CAKE: Best effort of her career was at a 5.5F trip on turf; is reunited with Rosario 
(#8) MEGAN’S CLARA: Wide trip didn’t do her any favors in last start in Bayou—bullet blowout noted 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-6-8 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) BLESS EM: The class drop is significant, like the cutback to a seven-furlong trip—fires fresh today 
(#1) WAR EMPRESS: He has a poor post coming out of the chute, but he has never been in this cheap 
(#2) MINI DRESS: Broke from one-hole, had a brutal trip in career debut; two-pronged class drop suits  
(#8) GRACIANA: Plummets in class, tries dirt, gets positive rider change and first-time Lasix; lots to like  
SELECTIONS: 4-1-2-8 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#9) NEWS BREAK: Improved on the rise off the claim for Maker; has never been off the board on turf 
(#5) EXULT: Rolling in the final furlong off of a layoff in last outing, will be much tighter today; improves 
(#4) SUMMER PALACE: Steps up to tackle winners but has never been off board on turf; third off shelf 
(#2) FIELDSTONE: Has retained good turf form while moving up in class—continues ascent in this spot 
SELECTIONS: 9-5-4-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) JERRY’S SECRET: Is bred top and bottom to handle the dirt, he’s the controlling speed; wire job 
(#5) PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE: Has yet to run poorly sans blinkers but six-furlongs may be too short 
(#8) CAPTAIN HANK: His last three breezes are sharp, cost $635,000, is 8-1 on morning line; playable 
(#1) DIAMOND STATE: Draw line through his last start on the grass, gets back on dirt here—improves 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-8-1 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) READY FOR CHANGE: Annexed first start against winners at Fair Grounds; is bred to act on turf 
(#2) BROOKE MARIE: Ran like she needed last start off long layoff; is stakes-placed sprinting on grass 
(#4) CHILI PETIN: She has never hit the board on the grass, but outfit has been white-hot at the meet 
(#6) NOTORIOUS R B G: 5.5-furlong trip on the weeds is right in her wheelhouse; second off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-6 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#7) TOP SEED: The controlling speed, Johnny V. calls shots on front-end; takes this crew gate-to-wire 
(#6) MIGHTY HEART: Canadian champion is handy, last three works are sharp—broke maiden off shelf 
(#3) SOUTH BEND: Got some needed time off, gets class relief this afternoon; improvement is in cards 
(#2) ROYAL MESA: Barn sent out a winner on Friday’s program, but he has been stuck in this condition 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-3-2 
 
RACE NINE—Elkhorn Stakes (G2T) 
(#2) SAY THE WORD: Is a G1 winner on grass—sports sharp past form going a mile and a half on turf 
(#6) TIDE OF THE SEA: G3 winner is undefeated going 12F on grass; late rider change to Gaffalione 
(#10) RED KNIGHT: Went to the sidelines in good form for Mott—is a G3 stakes winner on turf at KEE 
(#7) NORTH DAKOTA: Beat Red Knight on the square two starts back in NYC; won four of past seven  
SELECTIONS: 2-6-10-7 
 
RACE TEN 
(#3) LOOPALLU: Delivered as the even-money chalk vs. a similar field in New Orleans last time—player 
(#8) HIGH FIVE COTTON: Has been the beaten fave in four of past five starts—wheeled back quickly 
(#6) FINNEGAN (IRE): Steps up in class but has never been worse than second on dirt at Keeneland 
(#11) STATE TREASURER: In the money in three-of-five starts in 2021, but he exits restricted company 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-6-11 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10/ Keeneland, Saturday, April 17, 2021 
50-cent play=$54—Post time: 3:51 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#5) Pledgeofallegiance (#6) Jerry’s Secret—2 
Race 7: (#2) Brooke Marie (#4) Chil i  Petin (#5) Ready for Change—3 
Race 8: (#3) South Bend (#7) Top Seed—2 
Race 9: (#2) Say the Word (#6) Tide of the Sea (#10) Red Knight—3 
Race 10: (#3) Loopallu (#6) Finnegan (Ire) (#8) High Five Cotton—3 
 


