
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEENELAND SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 
www.thesteampicks.com 

 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 12: Sunday, Apri l  18, 2021 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 105-32-22-10: 30% W, 61% ITM

BEST BET: (#3) The Connector (7th race) — 9-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#1) Speed Lane (1st race) — 5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) SPEED LANE: Bay has early lick, the rail, and faces a field without much speed signed on; wire job 
(#5) SPEIGHTSTOWN SHIRL: Second to next-out winner on debut—dam was a G1 winner on the turf 
(#7) FLATTER ME SILLY: Broke slowly, flying late on “good” ground on debut at Fair Grounds; tighter 
(#4) CRUZ BAY: Wide trip didn’t do her any favors in Fair Grounds bow; dam was stakes winner on dirt 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-7-4 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) SMILING SILAS: Aired in dirt return at Fair Grounds, take the next logical step up in class—player  
(#1) BENIAH: Slides into “2 lifetime” company, love rider change to Luis Saez; gets ground-saving trip 
(#5) JUSTINTHENICKOFTIME: Turf-to-dirt play has some appeal; best race on main track was in slop 
(#2) PERFECT SENSE: Late-running gelding should appreciate the extra sixteenth of a mile—4-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-5-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) KARAK: Outfit is effective off long layoffs, love the dirt-to-turf play; she has effective tactical speed 
(#2) SEQUIN: Consistent filly is riding a two-race win streak—has placed in eight-of-nine starts lifetime 
(#5) DIXIEINCANDYLAND: Second to next-out winner in last start off layoff; placed in 9-of-12 on turf 
(#3) CATCH A BID: Liking the route-to-sprint play—has a license to improve in third start of form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-5-3 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) OVERBORE: Dam was a stakes winner, he cost $275,000; barn’s forte is with 2YO first-time starters 
(#3) TEJANO TWIST: Outfit wins at a 20% clip with its juveniles; is sitting on a smoking 4F gate breeze 
(#2B) BAYTOWN FROSTY: Has speed, will be much tighter with race under belt—has good gate rider 
(#9) OFFALY FAST: Third–of-nine out of the box 16 days ago, has an experience edge—value on tote  
SELECTIONS: 7-3-2B-9 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) CAMELLIA GAL: Florida invader has improved off the claim for Maker, is very handy—formidable 
(#8) HAT TIP: Draw line through last start 15 days ago—had a brutal trip; has a reliable late kick on turf 
(#3) ARTISTIC JEWLER: Barn wins at an eye-catching 43% clip off of the claim; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#7) THUNDER BUGGY: Carved out fast pace in turf route in Tampa & won by open lengths—overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-3-7 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) ALFIE SOLOMONS: He’s the controlling speed on paper, drops for a hot barn—looks long gone 
(#2) MOBEATYABAD: Is heading right way off a layoff but steps up in class this afternoon; stalks pace 
(#5) SHIPPINGPORT: Last win was in Lexington vs. conditioned claiming foes—exits fast race in Bayou 
(#6) FIRST DEPUTY: Steps up in class off the claim but will appreciate getting back on the main track 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-5-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#3) THE CONNECTOR: Exits Florida stakes, should get great trip stalking the pace; value on board? 
(#6) OAK HILL: Bumped hard at break, was taken up but was only beaten 2 lengths for the win in last 
(#7) KINGPIN: Overcame poor start, wide trip to finish third last time at Fair Grounds; reunited with Flo 
(#2) STAR OF KODIAK: Poor starts in past two—three-parts of a length to the good of Kingpin in last 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-7-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#5) SOVEREIGN CHANGE: The class drop is significant—loving the cutback to a seven-furlong trip 
(#7) STRUTTINBUCK: Draw a line through eventful first start—broke from one-hole; plummets in class 
(#8) PITAMAN: He woke up for a quarter in last start for Motion, the blinkers go on today—stalks pace 
(#6) WHISKEY PLANK: Improved on drop in last, continues class descent this afternoon; third off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-8-6 
 
RACE NINE 
(#2) NEVISIAN SUNRISE: Improved in turf debut at Gulfstream, will be tighter—she holds all the aces  
(#10) SWEET WORKOUT: She faces a soft crew on the rise for Catalano—turns back a sixteenth today 
(#4) COMMANDERS PALACE: Broke slowly from one-hole, finished with interest on debut—improves 
(#8) MARIA’S REVENGE: Sixth behind next-out winner in turf route in bow—blinkers go on, Saez rides 
SELECTIONS: 2-10-4-8 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Keeneland, Sunday, April 18, 2021 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 3:18 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#3) Artist ic Jeweler (#6) Camell ia Gal (#7) Thunder Buggy (#8) Hat Tip—4 
Race 6: (#1) Alf ie Solomons—1 
Race 7: (#2) Star of Kodiak (#3) The Connector (#6) Oak Hil l  (#7) Kingpin—4 
Race 8: (#5) Sovereign Change (#7) Struttinbuck (#8) Pitaman—3 
Race 9: (#2) Nevisian Sunrise—1 
 


