
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 13: Saturday, May 15, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 122-32-21-11: 26% W, 52% ITM

BEST BET: (#3) Aasr (10th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#5) Tayet (6th race) — 4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#6) BOLD MINISTER: Caught a sloppy, sealed racetrack in last start, the class drop is significant—player 
(#7) DRAFT CAPITAL: Stalked slow pace to no avail out of the box in 2-turn turf race—plummets in class 
(#3) MUSK: Woke up on the stout class drop last time, gets a fast racetrack today for Romans—8.5F suits 
(#4) DEJOHN: Chicago invader was third behind next-out winner in dirt debut; big-time class drop today 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-3-4 
 

RACE TWO 
(#6) WICKED INDEED: Route-to-sprint, turf-to-dirt angles are appealing; barn wins at 20% clip off claim 
(#5) DROP ANCHOR: Gray colt has never been in this cheap; has license to improve in third off a layoff 
(#2) MR. WALSH: Posted an open-length win in main track debut at Keeneland; a logical step up in class 
(#1) HOOPERDRIVESTHBOAT: Draw line through last start on the turf—in the money in past four on dirt 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-2-1 
 

RACE THREE 
(#5) SPEIGHTSTOWN SHIRL: Improved in turf debut, will be tighter in second start off layoff; formidable  
(#6) NATALIES CHARM: Broke slowly, was rolling late while wide in synthetic debut; two-turns, turf suits 
(#4) FLIPPANT: Poor trip more than likely cost her a win in her turf route debut—third start of form cycle 
(#8) NOTA BENE: Demonstrated marked improvement in her first start on turf; 2-turn trip in wheelhouse 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-4-8 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1) NURTURING: Well-beaten third vs. maiden allowance types last time—bred to handle dirt, big drop 
(#7) BERTRADA: Outfit is salty off the claim, she likes a one-turn mile setup; tighter, 5-1 on morning line 
(#8) WALK ME HOME: Ignore last two races on grass—she does her best work on dirt; training forwardly 
(#4) WINZE: Mineshaft filly has yet to put forth a poor effort when in for a tag; gets Lasix off a long layoff 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-8-4 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) KAELY’S SISTER: Beat a next-out winner by 10 ¾ lengths in her first start on dirt; third start off layoff 
(#1) TO A T: Heading in the right direction for Joseph, gets a ground-saving trip under Flo; 12-1 on M.L. 
(#3) STYLISH RAGS: Only poor effort of her career to date was in the mud at Aqueduct—value on tote? 
(#5) WILD COMBO: Flying in the final furlong in first start for a tag; Van Dyke stalks pace in the vanguard 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-3-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#5) TAYET: Is heading in the right direction for Kenneally, has been a different steed on turf; stalks pace 
(#12) COMMANDERS PALACE: Tough beat at 13-1 in 2-turn turf debut—has upside in third career start 
(#9) CRUZ BAY: Got late in the final eighth on good ground in last start, gets firm turf today—improving 
(#11) NAKED ON THE BEACH: Outran her odds in two-turn turf race on debut in Louisville; tighter here 
SELECTIONS: 5-12-9-11 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#2) DAK JANIEL’S: Gets class relief—won three of past four starts outside stakes—second off sidelines 
(#1) CLAYTNTHELIONHEART: Zero-for-seven under the Twin Spires but love cutback to mile & 3/16ths  
(#3) TURNAGAIN TIDE: Broke maiden in slop at Keeneland, posted a bullet 5F work since; tries winners 
(#7) MONEY FOR MISCHIEF: Heading in the right direction off the sidelines for Cano; 10-1 morning line  
SELECTIONS: 2-1-3-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#5) TIME LEVERAGE: 3rd behind two next-out winners in ‘20 Belmont bow; tipped hand with 5-8 bullet? 
(#8) SILVER SPUR: Sire stands for $5,000, he cost $270,000; barn wins at 14% clip with first-time starters  
(#4) MISCHIEVOUS ROGUE: Into Mischief colt is bred top & bottom to relish the surface change to dirt  
(#1) BAYOU GEM: Had a poor start & trip in 6.5F Keeneland debut—improves in second start for Wilkes 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-4-1 
 
RACE NINE 
(#5) FOXXY BELLE: Chestnut has annexed her past two starts outside of stakes; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#10) DANCE RHYTHMS: Suffered tough beats as the chalk in last two outings; placed in 21-of-37 starts 
(#4) VIOLENZA: Just a half-length off the top choice in penultimate start—had a tough trip in last outing  
(#8) PERFECT HAPPINESS: Set fast pace, checked out in final furlong in last—hints of green in pedigree 
SELECTIONS: 5-10-4-8 
 
RACE TEN 
(#3) AASR: Love the cutback to one-turn mile setup, drops in class, gets back on the dirt; lots to like here 
(#7) HANDY: Honest second in first start off claim on the class hike for Diodoro—one-turn mile is x-factor 
(#6) GOOD JUJU: Hasn’t been worse than second in past three starts but steps up to face winners today 
(#1) EKATI’S VERVE: Not crazy about the 1-hole coming out of the chute but the class drop is on target 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-6-1 
 
RACE ELEVEN—Louisville Handicap (G3T) 
(#10) ARKLOW: Went to the sidelines in good form, capable of winning effort fresh; the class of the field 
(#7) RED KNIGHT: Ran like he needed his last race off extended layoff for Mott; improvement is in cards  
(#14) ADMIRALTY PIER: Been long time between drinks but he has kept top class company—brutal post 
(#13) CRAFTY DADDY: Form flattered by Channel Cat’s win in G1 Man o’ War Stakes—third off sidelines 
SELECTIONS: 10-7-14-13 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 7-11/ Churchill Downs, Saturday, May 15, 2021 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 3:50 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#1) Claytnthelionheart (#2) Dack Janiel’s (#3) Turnagain Tide—3 
Race 8: (#4) Mischievous Rogue (#5) Time Leverage (#8) Silver Spur—3 
Race 9: (#4) Violenza (#5) Foxxy Belle (#8) Perfect Happiness (#10) Dance Rhythms—4 
Race 10: (#3) Aasr (#7) Handy—4 
Race 11: (#10) Arklow—1 
 


