
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 17: Saturday, May 22, 2021 
Post Time: 6:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 159-39-33-14: 25% W, 54% ITM

BEST BET: (#5) Seaside Retreat (7th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#7) Suki (4th race) — 4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#7) ROGER MCQUEEN: Sire stands for $10,000, he cost $530,000; barn is winning at 32% clip in 2021 
(#3) GUNITE: Took action in sloppy debut, finished on bridle to be third—has experience edge, tighter 
(#5) LANSDOWNE: Sitting on a sharp 4-panel gate work in :47 4/5 in Louisville; barn capable with 2YOs 
(#1-POE) ATTA BOY ANTHONY: Improving, will get a fast track for the first time this evening; 10-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-5-1(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE TWO 
(#2) CENTERFOLD ANGEL: No kick in slop in last, gets fast strip tonight; barn wins at 29% clip off claim 
(#4) BLACK KETTLE: Third on the rise off the claim for Kenneally last time; 2-pronged class drop tonight 
(#1) RUDE AWAKING: Has :22 and change early lick, first start off the claim for Maker—speed, fade play 
(#7) LIL MISS HOT MESS: Clearly didn’t care for the off going in last—drops in for a quarter, stalks pace 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-7 
 

RACE THREE 
(#2) CAZADERO: Has been facing better foes, is undefeated at Churchill; third start of current form cycle 
(#3) PRIVET MOON: Won a stake in the Bayou in first crack against winners; Flo calls shots on front end 
(#4) BOB’S EDGE: 3+ lengths off a nice colt in Jaxon Traveler in last; is consistent—never been off board 
(#1-POE) AWESOME GERRY: Is a perfect two-for-two outside of stakes races—reunited with Gaffalione 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-1(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#7) SUKI: Barn is effective off claim, she faces nondescript crew on the rise; big improvement in turf bow 
(#2) LIPSTIKLIESNLOVERS: Slides in for a high-end tag for the first time—slop-to-turf angle is appealing 
(#4) SILKY WARRIOR (IRE): Woke up for $50,000 tag in last but may be a start away from a win off shelf 
(#1) LOVE ENOUGH: Gray has hints of green in her pedigree; will be an early pace factor on stretch out 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-4-1 
 

RACE FIVE—Winning Colors Stakes (G3) 
(#2) FRANK’S ROCKETTE: Handy filly likes to win—is undefeated in Louisville; tighter in second off shelf 
(#4) SCONSIN: Will get quick pace to set up late kick—game second to Gamine in G1 Derby City Distaff 
(#1) RISING SEAS: Fleet-of-foot filly figures to set pace from the one-hole; wheeled back off 14 days rest 
(#6) HEADLAND: Bay has effective tactical speed but is a cut below others in class—she loves 6-furlongs 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-6 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) NIGHTLIFE: The class drop is significant; like the turf-to-dirt play and the stretch-out to six-furlongs 
(#5) DUPLICITOUS: Her last win came off a layoff at Churchill Downs, exits a live heat—4-1 morning line 
(#7) FIELD DAISY: Game second in Lexington at 11-1 in dirt return, but she creeps up the ladder tonight 
(#3) MY GIRL LEXI: Drops into 3 lifetime ranks in first start off claim for Vance—caught off track last time 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-7-3 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#5) SEASIDE RETREAT: Blame filly has been crying out for a route of ground on dirt; gets it this evening  
(#6) BOLD TACTICS: Disappointed as the heavy favorite in last race but has upside in just her third start 
(#4) CLOSET SHOPPER: Was shuffled back but re-rallied in last outing—gray is improving for Greg Foley  
(#7) KIZZY B: Will appreciate the stretch-out around two-turns; has finished in money in past three starts 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-4-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#10) BIG DREAMING: Is versatile—last win was on dirt; 5F bullet work is noted, great post out of chute 
(#3) MY SIXTH SENSE: Hard-knocking gelding is heading in the right direction off the layoff; 5-1 on M.L. 
(#4) EMPTY TOMB: Ignore penultimate race on a synthetic surface and her form is much more appealing  
(#6) THIRSTFORLIFE: Seven-year-old veteran has paired up solid efforts for Hawley; 4-time winner at CD 
SELECTIONS: 10-3-4-6 
 
RACE NINE—Keertana Stakes 
(#8) DELTA’S KINGDOM: He is rounding into form for Mott; has never been off board going 12F on turf  
(#5) PASS THE PLATE: Deep closer was only a neck behind Delta’s Kingdom in last—12F in wheelhouse 
(#4) TEMPLE CITY TERROR: A length behind a solid filly in Daddy Is a Legend in last; is bred to stay trip 
(#10) DALIKA (GER): Likes the Matt Winn Course but form has tailed off lately; 12-panels beyond scope?  
SELECTIONS: 8-5-4-10 
 
RACE TEN 
(#2) ALOHA WEST: Was rolling in the final furlong in last start at Keeneland; gets extra sixteenth tonight  
(#1) CALIBRATE: Bay colt had an ambitious 2020 campaign—improvement is in cards in second off shelf 
(#4) INCORRIGIBLE: Improved on the rise in first start off claim for Esquivel—cuts back to 7F in this spot 
(#3) TRASHTALKINYANKEE: Doesn’t have to come from downtown to factor—placed in 6-of-10 at CD   
SELECTIONS: 2-1-4-3 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#3) SUMMER PALACE: Game third in first crack at winners off the claim; never been off board on grass 
(#10) EXULT: The wide post position hurts, but he was only 1.5 lengths off the top choice in his last start 
(#7) CASANOVA KITTEN: Fifth in the key prep, but he broke through the gate pre-start; winless on turf 
(#4) BEACHWALKER: On wrong end of a blanket finish when last seen on this class level; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 3-10-7-4 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Friday, May 21, 2021 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 2:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#2) Our Musical Moment (#3) Ordained Kiss (#6) Lulumaru (#7) Parking Ticket—4 
Race 6: (#3) Smart Time (#4) Grove Daddy (#5) Toobadsosad (#6) Verified—4 
Race 7: (#5) Empress Eleanor (#6) Family Way—2 
Race 8: (#4) Mr Sippi (#7) U. S. Steel (#9) Happymac—3 
Race 9: (#7) High Deff (Fr)—1 
 


