
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 20: Friday, May 28, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 188-49-37-19: 26% W, 56% ITM

BEST BET: (#5) Trebbiano (5th race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#4) Liam’s Nessy (9th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) BULLION: Draw line through last race—had brutal trip, drops in for a dime today; jock saves ground 
(#5) NASHVEGAS: Tardy starts have compromised his chances in past two races; slight drop is on point 
(#6) MISTER OAKLEY: Oaklawn invader gets some needed class relief in this spot—Cohen stays aboard 
(#2) RELEASED: Went to the sidelines in good form but steps up in class; is at his best on synthetic strip 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-6-2 
 

RACE TWO 
(#6) NEWS FLASH: Chestnut has been facing better foes and sports decent form for Barkley; formidable  
(#2) FEELING IT: Game third at 38-1 on the class hike in last outing—third start of his current form cycle 
(#4) KID’S MISCHIEF: Got late going a mile and a sixteenth in last start; like the cutback to 7-panels here 
(#7) TWO DOT: Bay steps up the ladder but has won three of his past four races—moves up in mud/slop 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-4-7 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) TRADE SECRET: Goldencents filly sports three sharp gate moves; breaks running under Santana, Jr. 
(#2) BODE BY YOU: She was in deep water hooking the boys in a $150K stakes in last; class relief today  
(#4) DUTCH CLOVER: Ran greenly in Churchill debut 30 days ago—will be tighter with a race under belt  
(#3) ECLIPSED: Barn wins at 19% clip with its first-time starters, sports gap-free public work tab; 6-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-4-3 
 

RACE FOUR—OFF TURF (8F, one turn, main track) 
(#8) THRILL RIDE: Is bred to relish the slop/mud; figures to get a good trip stalking the pace in vanguard 
(#9) EXCESSION: Closer has an affinity for “off” tracks but needs pace & clean trip to get home in front 
(#11) GIGGING: Steps up in class in this spot but has finished in the money in past three starts; Flo stays 
(#3) BRIEFCASE BULLY: Broke maiden on fast racetrack but is bred to handle the slop—third off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 8-9-11-3 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#5) TREBBIANO: He’s the controlling speed on paper, handles the slop; can take this crew gate-to-wire 
(#8) CONAGHER: Professional third on debut at Keeneland at nearly 12-1; gets an extra sixteenth today 
(#7) OVER IT: Finished on the bridle for $50K tag under the Twin Spires 21 days ago—much tighter here 
(#2) YOUNG TURK: Tapizar colt is training forwardly for Maker—gets a good gate rider for his first start 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-7-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#12) PLAYED HARD: Is improving, sire’s get are runners, has speed to overcome wide post; lots to like 
(#2) MINER’S QUEEN: Improved on slight cutback in distance last time; she’s bred to love a sloppy track 
(#6) APART OF MY CHARM: Six-figure Street Sense colt is improving for Wilkes—May 19 bullet is noted  
(#1) TOWN BEAUTY: Training forwardly for Kenneally, dam was stakes winner—brutal post for first-timer  
SELECTIONS: 12-2-6-1 



 
 

RACE SEVEN—OFF TURF (5F main track) 
(#3) LOOKIN FOR LOKI: He won his last two starts outside of stakes, drops in class for Hartman—player 
(#9) BIG UNION: Outfit hits at 30% strike rate off the claim, handles slop; overlay at 10-1 on morning line 
(#6) KASIM: Past form on this level is salty, son of Munnings bred to handle mud/slop; he has lots to like 
(#1) CONVECTION: Undefeated colt has done little wrong but steps up to face open rivals in this spot 
SELECTIONS: 3-9-6-1 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#3) ANOTHER WOMAN: Useful middle move in first start against winners; cutback to 1-turn mile is key  
(#5) MUCHO MACHO MOMMA: Stalked pace, stayed on in fist start against winners—Gaffalione stays 
(#7) MARION FRANCIS: Consistent—has never been off the board, has “off” track pedigree—playable 
(#6) BATTLE BLING: Beat Marion Francis on the square in penultimate outing; first start for a tag today 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-7-6 
 
RACE NINE—OFF TURF (5.5F main track) 
(#4) LIAM’S NESSY: Has a “mud lark’s” pedigree, cost $200,000; tipped hand with May 6 bullet breeze? 
(#1) PENTAGON: Is bred to love the mud/slop, cost $190K, dam was Group 1 stakes-placed; post hurts 
(#2) BEACHSIDE BUNNY: Bay miss has a past board finish on the main track—the blinkers go on today 
(#6) QUICK MUNNY: Is the speed of the speed on paper, bred to relish the slop—start away from best? 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-2-6 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Friday, May 28, 2021 
50-cent play=$27—Post time: 2:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#5) Trebbiano (#7) Over It (#8) Conagher—3 
Race 6: (#2) Miner’s Queen (#12) Played Hard—2 
Race 7: (#3) Lookin for Loki (#6) Kasim (#9) Big Union—3 
Race 8: (#3) Another Woman (#5) Mucho Macho Momma (#7) Marion Francis—3 
Race 9: (#1) Liam’s Nessy—1 
 


