
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 15: Thursday, May 20, 2021 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 142-36-27-13: 25% W, 54% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Lamartine (Brz) (6th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#6) April’s No Fool (2nd race) — 6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#8) GIMMICK: Sire’s get are runners, dam was a precocious 2YO stakes winner; wide post only concern 
(#4) CARTEL QUEEN: Took action out of the box at Keeneland, was a solid second; much tighter today 
(#3) DING DING: Likely pacesetter has :21 4/5 lick and plenty of upside in second start; speed, fade play 
(#1) MURGATROYD: Bay filly is improving, will save all the ground from inside draw; value on tote board 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-3-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#6) APRIL’S NO FOOL: Like the cutback to one-turn mile setup—has placed in 50% of her lifetime starts 
(#1) LOADED: Exits “live” race but makes her first start since last November; start away from best effort? 
(#4) SHE’S ALL WOLFE: Oklahoma-bred is a multiple stakes winner vs. restricted foes; one-turn trip suits 
(#2) TREASURE LANE: Well-beaten in first start vs. winners in dirt return but wide post, trip hurt chances 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-4-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#9) BALI DOVE (FR): Sire Gr. 1 winner at two, won English & Irish 2,000 Guineas; barn salty with 2YOs  
(#2) BAJA FOG: Outfit hits at 35% strike rate with its first-time starters; breaks running under Santana, Jr. 
(#10) TOWNPLACE: Not crazy about a wide post draw, but she’s training forwardly—sprinter’s pedigree 
(#6) SHANGHAI SHAMROCK: Barn capable with juveniles, training forwardly—gets Gaffalione for debut  
SELECTIONS: 9-2-10-6 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#5) GOLD MONEY: Barn hits at a 21% strike rate off claim, drops; tipped hand with May 7 bullet work? 
(#3) DONZI: The cutback to six-furlong trip is on target—caught a muddy, sealed racetrack in last outing 
(#4) FLAGS UP: Has never been off the board when in for a tag—has some tactical speed, Graham stays 
(#6) POIRIER: Finished with interest off sidelines in last start on speed-favoring strip; will be tighter today 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-4-6 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) UNCAPPED: Is one-fot-16 lifetime on the weeds but takes a double-dip class drop for Diodoro barn 
(#2) MILITARY BEARING: Liking the dirt-to-turf play—broke maiden on the grass; significant class drop 
(#1) CONVICT PIKE: Is zero-for-six lifetime on grass in Louisville, but he will appreciate the cutback to 8F 
(#8) STAGE READY: No factor for $40,000 tag in last start, in for $20,000 today—drop biggest attraction 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-1-8 
 

RACE SIX 
(#7) LAMARTINE (BRZ): Drops in for a quarter for Walsh, liking the Tapeta-to-dirt play—third off a layoff  
(#5) CANTRELL HILL: Very consistent—finished in money in 11 of past 12 starts; has past win at Churchill 
(#1) BLUERIDGE TRAVELER: Has license to move forward in third start of form cycle—bay drops in class 
(#3) PEPPER PIKE: Got back on good foot in past two outings in Texas—beat a next-out winner last time  
SELECTIONS: 7-5-1-3 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#6) MISCHIEFFUL: Form was flattered by Inject’s open-length win in Goldfinch Stakes—tactical speed 
(#9) R WORKING GIRL: The speed of the speed on paper, she will be sent from wide post; tighter today 
(#1) EXOTIC WEST: Lone off the board effort was in Grade 2 stakes—loving the cutback to six-panel trip 
(#2) FOUNDER’S DAY: Got dream trip stalking pace in first crack at winners; first off claim for a new barn 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-1-2 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#8) MEDIA BLITZ: SoCal invader is consistent, runs well off layoffs, is training forwardly; lots to like here 
(#4) HIGH TIDE: Beaten favorite in last start, but a mile and a half on the grass is right in his wheelhouse 
(#1) HELLORHIGHWATER: Is lone entrant in field with a past win on turf going 12F; 4-1 on morning line 
(#9) WIN D’ORO: Split a field of 12 in first start against winners at Keeneland; gets extra half mile today  
SELECTIONS: 8-4-1-9 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, May 20, 2021 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#3) Ding Ding (#4) Cartel Queen (#8) Gimmick—3 
Race 2: (#1) Loaded (#4) She’s All Wolfe (#6) April’s No Fool—3 
Race 3: (#2) Baja Fog (#9) Bali Dove (Fr)—2 
Race 4: (#3) Donzi (#4) Flags Up (#5) Gold Money (#6) Poirier—4 
Race 5: (#2) Military Bearing (#6) Uncapped—2 
 


