
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 
www.thesteampicks.com 

 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 9: Saturday, May 8, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 84-25-19-4: 30% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET: (#8) Sweet Workout (3rd race) — 5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#8) Bahia Girl  (5th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#2) FLAT LUCKY: Chestnut is in fine fettle—won three of past five starts; gets a positive rider change 
(#4) GHOSTLY WHO: Improved in first start off the claim for Diodoro; exits conditioned claiming ranks 
(#1) STAY HOME: 11-time winner hasn’t been off the board in past seven outings; third start in 30 days 
(#3) CAN’T SAY NO: Flying late in dirt return in Lexington, runs on any surface—fits on this class level 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-1-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) STRIKE ME DOWN: On the drop for D’Amato, will appreciate the 2-turn stretch out; tighter today 
(#3) SERMONONTHEMOUNT: Drops in second off claim for Amoss—may be better around one-turn 
(#4) GLORY ROAD: Solid as the heavy favorite in past two starts at Delta Downs; never off board at CD 
(#5) ESKENFORIT: He does his best work under the Twin Spires; game second when last seen for a tag 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-4-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#8) SWEET WORKOUT: Has never been worse than second for tag for Catalano; 5-1 on morning line  
(#10) RUNAWAY MOM: Caught a sloppy, sealed racetrack in last start at Keeneland; drops for Wilkes 
(#3) SUKI: The class drop is significant, has hints of green in her pedigree; bullet half-mile breeze noted 
(#11) CUZZYWUZZY: Improved on the double-dip class drop in last start—creeps up the ladder today 
SELECTIONS: 8-10-3-11 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) ROGUE ELEMENT: Game second while 5-wide in lone prior start for a tag—wheeled back quickly  
(#6) ENID: Shows up for a tag for the first time, like the cutback to a one-turn mile setup; blinkers go on 
(#7) POIRIER: Returns off a layoff for Desormeaux, gets class relief, turns back—turf-to-dirt is appealing 
(#3) FAY DAN: Woke up for a quarter last time at Oaklawn; has a license to improve in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-7-3 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#8) BAHIA GIRL: Hopped at start, finished on the bridle out of the box on Tapeta—is bred to love dirt 
(#7) CHIONE: Spit the bit in two-turn debut at Keeneland, but she turns back to a 6.5-furlong trip today 
(#1) ALTERED SHOT: Likes the show dough, but a 6.5-panel trip should hit her right between the eyes 
(#5) CHRISTMAS POEM: One-paced fourth behind a next-out winner in Keeneland debut; has upside  
SELECTIONS: 8-7-1-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#10) PERHAPS TONIGHT (IRE): Bay is heading the right way of the layoff for Motion—value on tote?  
(#7) MY SWEET STORY: Impressed out of box in Lexington—broke from 1-hole, was 2nd in a turf route 
(#8) MULSANNE (IRE): Didn’t have the best of trips in New Orleans debut, but she finished on bridle 
(#6) FAYETTE BLUE: Looks like lone speed on paper, but she set a slow pace and got late in last start 
SELECTIONS: 10-7-8-6 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#4) RISING SEAS: Delivered as the favorite at Keeneland off layoff; has won 2-of-3 on dirt at Churchill 
(#5) ON THE TOWN: Has improved since the blinkers came off four back; never been off board on dirt 
(#2) HIMIKO: SoCal invader cost a cool million, is a half-sis to G1 winner/sire Bodemeister—tighter here 
(#3) AVIE’S SAMURAI: Tries dirt for the first time but is bred to handle surface change—capable fresh 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-2-3 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#13) WORLD TOUR: Good finish up the rail in first crack at winners in $100K stakes at GP; formidable 
(#12) FLOWN: Poor start didn’t help her chances in G2 stakes at Keeneland last time; tighter, gets Lasix 
(#11) DIRECTOR’S CUT: First-or-second in four-of-six starts on grass—exits a G3 stakes, capable fresh 
(#2) GO BIG GREEN: Good third stepping up in class in last start on turf at Fair Grounds; 12-1 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 13-12-11-2 
 
RACE NINE 
(#1) CRYSTAL BALL: $750K filly was only beaten a head in G1 Alabama Stakes—she holds all the aces 
(#10) MARKET RUMOR: Improved in return to the allowance ranks in last start off layoff—tighter today  
(#7) FIGURE IT OUT: Has never missed the exacta on dirt in Louisville, has tactical speed—a 7X winner 
(#4) SINGITA DREAMS: Likes Churchill’s main track, should get good trip stalking pace—value on tote 
SELECTIONS: 1-10-7-4 
 
RACE TEN—Mamzelle Stakes 
(#2) GOIN’ GOOD: Consistent filly has never been worse than second; sits off hot pace, rolls by in lane  
(#3) ILLEGAL SMILE (IRE): Barn has been hot lately, is effective with stock off long layoffs; is tractable 
(#4) WINK: Chestnut is the speed of the speed on paper; can run this field of their feet; :21 flat early lick 
(#7) AMANZI YIMPILO (IRE): In a tough spot off a layoff, but she beat colts in $102K stakes last time 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-4-7 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#4) LOVE ENOUGH: Gray shows up for tag for the first time for Margolis; stalks pace in the vanguard 
(#7) MUCHACHA: Drops, bred to handle the dirt, the blinkers go on, sitting on bullet work—lots to like 
(#9) VILLAGE QUEEN: Not crazy about the wide post draw but do like the cutback to a six-furlong trip 
(#3) MENDING: Steps up the ladder but has license to improve in second start off the sidelines; tighter 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-9-3 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 7-11/ Churchill Downs, Saturday, May 8, 2021 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 3:50 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#2) Himiko (#3) Avie’s Samurai (#4) Rising Seas (#5) On the Town—4 
Race 8: (#12) Flown (#13) World Tour—2 
Race 9: (#1) Crystal Ball—1 
Race 10: (#2) Goin’ Good (#3) I l legal Smile ( Ire) (#4) Wink (#7) Amanzi Yimpilo ( Ire)—4 
Race 11: (#4) Love Enough (#7) Muchacha (#9) Vil lage Queen—3 
 


