
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

BELMONT PARK SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

Belmont Stakes Day 2021 
Saturday, June 5, 2021 

Post Time: 11:35 A.M. (Eastern) 
 

  
BEST BET: (#2) Hard Love (13th race)—7-2 M.L. 
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#8) Ranger Fox (2nd race)—9-2 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) HAGLER: Full-bro to the stakes winner Sky of Hook, improvement is in cards in second career start—stalks pace  
(#4) WIT: Sitting on a solid half-mile gate work, sire stands for $22,500, he cost $575K; half-bro to G3 winner Barkley 
(#2) KEEPCALMCARRYON: Pedigree is geared to dirt routes but dam was a stakes winner; post brutal for first-timer 
(#1A-POE) GOLDEN HOLIDAY: Stalked quick pace and had little to offer in the stretch on debut; much tighter here 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-2-1A(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE TWO 
(#8) RANGER FOX: Demonstrated marked improvement in first race on turf off a layoff—big upside in second start 
(#7) KING JAMES: Length and a quarter behind the top choice in the key prep for this race; is improving for Jerkens 
(#6) PIPELINE: Is bred to relish the surface change to turf, fifth behind a next-out winner in dirt debut—tighter today 
(#5) CHARLESTON STRONG: Went to the sidelines in good form, like the cutback to a seven-panel trip—gets Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-6-5 
 

RACE THREE—Woody Stephens Stakes (G1) 
(#3) JACKIE’S WARRIOR:  Unbeaten around 1-turn, is a G1 winner at Belmont; three breezes since Pat Day Mile win 
(#2) DRAIN THE CLOCK: Super-consistent colt is a length and a half shy of winning past four; he is handy, fires fresh 
(#4) DREAM SHAKE: Improved turning back to 1-turn mile setup in G2 Pat Day Mile; gets dream strip stalking pace 
(#6) CADDO RIVER: Liking the route-to-middle distance play—figures to stalk the pace cutting back to one-turn trip 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-4-6 
 

RACE FOUR—Brooklyn Stakes (G2) 
(#6) MORETTI: He has never missed the exacta on dirt at Belmont, stays a 12-furlong trip; 5-28-21 bullet work noted 
(#9) LONE ROCK: Mile and a half dirt specialist is a neck shy of winning his past six starts—effective tactical speed 
(#4) ROCKETRY: Multiple G2 stakes winner has placed in five-of-eight starts lifetime at Belmont—second off a layoff 
(#8) TIZAMAGICIAN: West Coast invader tries G2 rivals in first start outside of California; coming off a sharp G3 win 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-4-8 
 

RACE FIVE—Acorn Stakes (G1) 
(#6) SEARCH RESULTS: Only a neck behind the undefeated Malathaat in G1 Kentucky Oaks—she holds all the aces 
(#4) DAYOUTOFTHEOFFICE: Consistent filly was dead game off a long layoff in G2 Eight Belles Stakes; tighter here 
(#1) TRAVEL COLUMN: Did all the heavy lifting on front-end in last start on closer’s racetrack; like the cutback to 8F 
(#2) OBLIGATORY: Closer parlayed fast pace into a win in G2 stakes at Churchill in last; gets quick splits again today 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-1-2 
 

RACE SIX—Jaipur Stakes (G1T) 
(#6) BOUND FOR NOWHERE: Lightly raced 7-year-old is very handy; beat a nice horse in Imprimis in Keeneland G2 
(#9) OLEKSANDRA (AUS): Beat the boys in this race in 2020, undefeated on turf at Belmont; overlay at 15-1 on M.L. 
(#11) GOT STORMY: Chestnut mare is G1 stakes-placed facing open company; love the cutback to a six-furlong trip 
(#10) STUBBINS: G2 stakes-winning turf sprinter hasn’t had picture taken since ‘19 but is capable of big effort fresh 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-11-10 
 
RACE SEVEN—Ogden Phipps Stakes (G1) 
(#3) LETRUSKA: Is in career best form—beat Monomoy Girl & Swiss Skydiver in G1 Apple Blossom—rates top billing 
(#1) SWISS SKYDIVER: Came up empty at Oaklawn but has been training well since—like rider change to Jose Ortiz 
(#5) SHEDARESTHEDEVIL: Multiple G1 winner is a perfect two-for-two in 2021; one-turn trip is the x-factor, gets bet 
(#7) BONNY SOUTH: Has a win over Shedaresthedevil in the past, hard to knock her consistency; Joel Rosario rides 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-5-7 



 

RACE EIGHT—Just A Game Stakes (G1T) 
(#11) BLOWOUT (GB): She is the controlling speed on paper—has never missed the exacta on the turf at Belmont 
(#6) POCKET SQUARE (GB): Demonstrated a big turn of foot to win stateside debut by open lengths; on scene late 
(#12) NEW YORK GIRL (IRE): Was getting to Blowout (GB) in the final furlong in last start; Mott has won this race 5X 
(#10) TAMAHERE (FR): Won stateside debut in G2 Sands Point going eight-panels around one turn—value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 11-6-12-10 
 

RACE NINE—Metropolitan Handicap (G1) 
(#6) KNICKS GO: Gray is a perfect three-for-three off layoffs for Cox, is the speed of the speed on paper—wire job 
(#1) MISCHEVIOUS ALEX: Into Mischief colt has won all three starts for new barn by combined 15.5 lengths; player 
(#2) DR POST: G3 Westchester Stakes win should set him up nicely for this—will be tighter, placed in 5-of-7 lifetime 
(#3) SILVER STATE: He’s sharper than jailhouse coffee—is riding a five-race win streak; he faces tougher rivals today 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-2-3 
 

RACE TEN—Manhattan Stakes (G1T) 
(#4) DOMESTIC SPENDING (GB): Done little wrong—spotted field 10 lengths at start in only loss; 10F trip on point 
(#10) COLONEL LIAM: Very consistent—won last four including two G1 stakes for Pletcher; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#9) GUFO: A G1 stakes winner on the inner turf course setup at Belmont; has never been off the board for Clement 
(#8) TRIBHUVAN (FR): Bay has won four of his past six starts, stays a mile and a quarter on turf; second off sidelines 
SELECTIONS: 4-10-9-8 
 

RACE ELEVEN—Belmont Stakes (G1) 
(#2) ESSENTIAL QUALITY: Poor start and wide trip didn’t do him any favors in Kentucky Derby; works whisper ready 
(#7) ROCK YOUR WORLD: Taken out of game when pinballed at start in Louisville—Rosario calls shots on front-end 
(#4) HOT ROD CHARLIE: Should get great trip stalking the pace under Prat—he finished on the bridle in Derby City 
(#3) ROMBAUER: G1 Preakness winner has improved since returning to dirt in penultimate start; Prat rides “Charlie” 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-4-3 
 

RACE TWELVE 
(#11) MY LIPS ARE SEALED: Made short work of open starter allowance rivals in last outing; tries state breds today 
(#9) PANDAMOM: Got late off a five-month hiatus in last start against a similar field—improvement in cards tonight 
(#10) MAGNETIQUE: Finished a nose to the good of Pandamom in last, never been off board for Nevin; blinkers on 
(#2) RUNAWAY RUMOUR: Overcame wide trip & poor start to break maiden on debut going away—hooks winners 
SELECTIONS: 11-9-10-2 
 

RACE THIRTEEN 
(#2-POE) HARD LOVE: Beat next-out winner in a $100,000 stakes at Aqueduct in his last start; first-time Lasix noted 
(#3) MICROSECOND: Carved out the pace, suffered a tough beat on the wire in last race vs. similar foes; formidable 
(#1-POE) PRICE TALK: Chestnut is stakes-placed on grass, should get a great trip stalking the pace; second off shelf 
(#1A-POE) VALUE ENGINEERING: Lightly raced 5-year-old has never been off the board for Brown; he’s very handy 
SELECTIONS: 2(Part of Entry)-3-1(Part of Entry)-1A(Part of Entry) 
 

 
 

ALL STAKES PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout) 
Races 7-11 / Belmont Park, Saturday, June 5, 2021 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 3:18 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#1) Swiss Skydiver (#3) Letruska (#5) Shedaresthedevil—3 
Race 8: (#6) Pocket Square (GB) (#10) Tamahere (Fr) (#11) Blowout (GB) (#12) New York Girl (Ire)—4 
Race 9: (#6) Knicks Go—1 
Race 10: (#4) Domestic Spending (GB) (#10) Colonel Liam—2 
Race 11: (#2) Essential Quality (#3) Rombauer (#4) Hot Rod Charlie (#7) Rock Your World—4 


