
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 24: Thursday, June 3, 2021 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 226-60-47-27: 27% W, 59% ITM

BEST BET: (#4) Bethy (4th race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#7) Ambassador Luna (5th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#1) MAXIMUM RISK: Hard Spun colt is bred to love the two-turn stretch out—catches light crew on rise 
(#6) DEJOHN: Forwardly-placed in field without much early speed signed on; woke up for a $20,000 tag 
(#5) ENRAGED: Broke slowly, finished on the bridle for a dime in last outing—third start off the sidelines 
(#3) SOL DEL SUR: Failed to menace despite a massive class drop in last start; gets positive rider change 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-5-3 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) BUFFALO SHUFFLE: Plummets in class for a high-percentage barn; the route-to-sprint angle is key 
(#6) ELVIRUS: The class drop is significant, exits quick race, gets blinkers for first time; speed & fade play 
(#3) FLASH OF PROMISE: Split a field of eight in Oaklawn debut despite being boxed-in at quarter-pole  
(#2) CAVATINA: Chestnut gets some needed class relief tonight—his best effort to date was off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-3-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#6) TAKE CHARGE D’ORO: Improved in first start off the claim for Hartman—loving the cutback to 8.5F 
(#3) CHARLIE’SARCHANGEL: Shirer re-claim drops in class, is a three-time winner in Louisville—4-1 M.L.  
(#2) LASTCHANCEATGLORY: Loving the turf-to-dirt play, he drops in class; placed in six-of-eight on dirt 
(#5) WAGON BOSS: The drop clearly works in his favor, but his lifetime record at Churchill is undesirable 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-2-5 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) BETHY: Triple-dip class drop is on the money; was three-parts of a length off next-out winner in bow 
(#2) HOLDONTOYOURTIARA: Draw a line through last start on a synthetic surface—drops in for a dime 
(#3) PICTORIAL: Ignore last race—was slammed at the start, the two-pronged class drop suits—playable 
(#5) LIBERTY BELLE: Drops in for $10,000 price tag, like the cutback to six-panel trip—first Lasix is noted  
SELECTIONS: 4-2-3-5 
 

RACE FIVE—OFF TURF (5.5F main track) 
(#7) AMBASSADOR LUNA: She’s an open-length stakes winner on main track at Churchill—tighter today 
(#9) PALACE AVENGER: Is consistent & Grade 2 stakes-placed sprinting on dirt—has speed, is tractable 
(#1) ELLE Z: Won $75K stakes by four lengths at Fair Grounds when last seen on dirt—has speed and rail 
(#5) YES IT’S GINGER: Is a nose shy of winning past two starts on the main track; is reunited with Geroux 
SELECTIONS: 7-9-1-5 
 

RACE SIX 
(#3) EXTREME: Done little wrong for Drury, is improving, like the cutback to 7F—moves up in mud/slop 
(#7) RISING EMPIRE: Had tough trips in first two races, will be tighter in second off shelf—cost $700,000 
(#1) SURVEILLANCE: Post hurts coming out of the chute, but he has a license to improve in 2nd off layoff 
(#2) RACARINO: Pressed fast pace, stayed on in seven-furlong debut, gets first-time Lasix—bullet noted  
SELECTIONS: 3-7-1-2 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#3) LIBERTY M D: 7F in 1:22 3/5 in sharp debut win—hooks a nondescript crew in first crack at winners 
(#6) BREAK CURFEW: Daughter of Into Mischief is heading in the right direction for Hiles; tactical speed 
(#8) DISTORTED VERVE: A wide post is advantageous out of chute; beat next-out winner in maiden win 
(#4) GRAYSONSMACHO GAL: Is at her best around two-turns but will be tighter in second off the shelf 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-8-4 
 

RACE EIGHT—OFF TURF (5.5F main track) 
(#11) STAGE LEFT: Third-of-seven against a similar field in last outing, has tactical speed; tighter tonight 
(#5) LOOPALLU: Game second on the rise on turf in last start, but he’s arguably better on the main track 
(#6) READY TO ANSWER: Lacked the knockout punch late in game in slop last time—graduated on dirt 
(#4) CONVECTION: Steps up in class in first start off claim for Amoss; off turf obviously works in his favor 
SELECTIONS: 11-5-6-4 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Thursday, June 3, 2021 
50-cent play=$48—Post time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) Maximum Risk (#6) Dejohn—2 
Race 2: (#1) Buffalo Shuffle (#2) Cavatina (#3) Flash of Promise (#6) Elvirus—4 
Race 3: (#2) Lastchanceatglory (#3) Charlie’sarchangel (#6) Take Charge d’Oro—3 
Race 4: (#4) Bethy—1 
Race 5: ALL—4 
 


