
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 35: Sunday, June 20, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 327-84-65-50: 26% W, 61% ITM

BEST BET: (#4) Gold for Kitten (5th race) — 5-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Conagher (3rd race) — 12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) CANTRELL HILL: Barn hits at a 25% strike rate off the claim—seven-furlong trip is in his wheelhouse 
(#5) CAVE RUN: Third behind next-out winner in the Iowa mud last time; gets extra eighth this afternoon 
(#4) JACK VAN BERG: Steps up in class off the claim, but barn has been hot lately; Gaffalione is in irons 
(#6) FUTILE: Tapeta-to dirt suits and the blinkers go back on, but his best recent form is at Penn National 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-4-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#8) ALEXANDROS: Has demonstrated marked improvement since the blinkers came off two starts back 
(#4) BIG BELLA BROWN: Louisiana-bred gave a good account of himself vs. open foes last time—drops 
(#6) CHAMPAGNEONME: Third for a quarter in last start and was claimed; back in for $25,000 tag here 
(#5) D’RAPPER: Clearly didn’t care for the slop in last start at Churchill; the double-dip drop is on target 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-6-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#9) CONAGHER: Improved in first start for Tomlinson, has an experience edge—overlay at 12-1 on M.L. 
(#1-POE) TOTALIZER: Outfit wins at a 20% clip with its two-year-olds; sports a trio of sharp gate breezes 
(#8) OTTOMAN EMPIRE: 6-fig son of Classic Empire has a sharp work tab; sire was champion 2-year-old 
(#11) SOUTHERN SENSE: I’m not crazy about the wide post, but his local works are swift; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 9-1(Part of Entry)-8-11 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#4) EKATI’S VERVE: Chestnut gets some needed class relief this afternoon for Stewart; Gaffalione rides 
(#5) MAN ON THE MOON: Huge improvement in first start off claim with blinkers on for Scherer; player 
(#3) WHY WHY PAUL WHY: Best effort in 2021 was on the main track in the conditioned claiming ranks 
(#7) PINTXOS: Gray has a license to improve in second start off the sidelines; zero-for-four lifetime at CD 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-3-7 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) GOLD FOR KITTEN: Done little wrong, annexed first start against winners; barn has had good meet 
(#3) HAT TIP: Been a long time between drinks, but she has placed in nine-of-13 starts lifetime on grass 
(#7) SCREENWRITER: Is in fine fettle but exits the conditioned claiming ranks; third start off the sidelines 
(#2) SUKI: Upstart filly has improved big time since trying the weeds in penultimate start—she’s tractable 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-7-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#8) IMPERIAL MOON: Ignore first start in slop—broke from parking lot; plummets in class & gets Lasix 
(#12) BLUE SAGE: Big class drop off a long layoff sends mixed signals, but her latest gate work is sharp 
(#6) SHIP’S CREEK: Gets a 10-pound weight break and has never been in this cheap; back to races fresh 
(#7) MINI DRESS: Improved for $10K in first race w/ Lasix but steps up in class here; tab for minor award 
SELECTIONS: 8-12-6-7 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#8) PLAYED HARD: Flattered by Lovemesomeme’s win Saturday; Gaffalione calls the shots on front-end 
(#5) SUPER QUICK: Tough beat in her 2-turn debut, but she will have to fend off top choice from get-go 
(#3) TAPIT’S RUBY: First start is better than it looks on paper—broke from the 11-hole and had wide trip 
(#7) LAYNLOWMAKNDOUGH: She’s heading in the right direction for McPeek—bred to handle the dirt 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-3-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#11) STRIKE ME DOWN: Got shuffled back but re-rallied in last start vs. a tougher field; is 15-1 on M.L.  
(#10) ERON DO JAGUARETE (BRZ): Barn capable of having one ready off a long layoff—he likes to win 
(#2) ATTORNEY TIM: Has reliable late kick on turf, but he turns back to a distance at which he’s 0-for-6 
(#4) MONARCHS GLEN (GB): Veteran campaigner exits a Grade 3 stakes, but his current form is sketchy 
SELECTIONS: 11-10-2-4 
 
RACE NINE 
(#10) HAPPYMAC: He’s the speed of the speed on paper, was game in first start versus winners; wire job  
(#4) KADRI: Draw a line through last race—had to steady turning for home—steps up to allowance ranks 
(#8) SCHMOOZIN: Ran into a buzz saw in Aloha West last time—needs pace, clean trip to get home first 
(#7) LUNA’S IN CHARGE: New York-bred has been training forwardly during down time—has win at CD 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-8-7 
 
RACE TEN  
(#4) PRAIRIE: Loving cutback to 5.5-furlong trip; an anticipated quick pace sets up homebred’s late kick 
(#3) OCELOT: Honest second at 7-1 in turf return, will be tighter in second start off a layoff; things to like 
(#7) KING’S MISCHIEF: Improved in first start on grass on good terrain; one length behind Ocelot in last  
(#2) STRIBLING: Finished two lengths behind King’s Mischief off a two-month layoff—improvement likely 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-7-2 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5/ Churchill Downs, Sunday, June 20, 2021 
50-cent play=$10—Post time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#3) Cantrell Hill (#5) Cave Run—2 
Race 2: (#8) Alexandros—1 
Race 3: (#5) Almuahed (#1-POE) Totalizer (#8) Ottoman Empire (#9) Conagher (#11) Southern Sense—5 
Race 4: (#4) Ekati’s Verve (#5) Man On the Moon—2 
Race 5: (#4) Gold for Kitten—1 
 


