
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Spring Meeting 
Day 33: Friday, June 18, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Spring Meet Record:  
 307-78-60-49: 25% W, 61% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Buy Me Candy (9th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Seven Kingdoms (6th race) — 15-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#5) POIRIER: The triple-dip class drop is right on the money—finished on the bridle in past two outings 
(#4) MR. PETERKIN: Respectable third for a dime in last race; makes first start off the claim for new outfit  
(#2) NIANGUA: Hasn’t shown much to date, but the class drop is significant—upside in third career start 
(#1) MR. FLATTERY: Stalked the pace to no avail in last start for a $10,000 tag—the blinkers go on today 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) SPEEDOMETER: He’s a full-brother to the stakes winner Nitrous—will break running under Santana  
(#4) PRETTY BIRDIE: Gray is sitting on a pair of sharp half-mile gate moves under Twin Spires—overlay? 
(#8) HAZY COMMAND: Has pair of quick 5F works under her belt for debut; barn firing at 34% clip at tilt 
(#6) MANASOTA SUNSET: House horse is training forwardly—latest gate breeze is sharp; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-8-6 
 

RACE THREE 
(#12) SEIZE THE TREASURE: Pressed a legit pace, was only beaten a neck for the win on debut; tighter 
(#10) CREATIVE KID: Beaten just a nose for second out of the box at Keeneland; wide post is a concern 
(#8) SLIM SLOW SLIDER: Hasn’t missed a beat in the A.M.—barn wins at 34% clip with first-time starters 
(#11) TEMPO MADNESS: Wide post, trip didn’t do him any favors in first start—will be wide again today 
SELECTIONS: 12-10-8-11 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1) GLORY ROAD: Flying in penultimate start in conditioned claiming ranks—gets a ground-saving trip 
(#4) ALMASHRIQ: The slight class drop works in his favor, like the blinkers off play; improving for Maker 
(#3) MOBSTER GUN: Just missed in last start vs. conditioned claiming foes; won open $30K race at KEE 
(#5) CATHOLIC GUILT: Turf-to-dirt angle on point—won last start on the main track; reunited with Court 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-3-5 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#7) PICKFORD: Aired on this level in last start; claimed for $8,000, in for an $8K tag today—formidable  
(#5) TIME FOR TROUBLE: All dressed up with nowhere to go in last start; won when last seen on the dirt 
(#1) BUCKY: 1-paced in the final furlong in last start on a sloppy, sealed strip—has tactical speed and rail 
(#2) EXEMPLAR: Is two for his past 18 but gets some needed class relief this afternoon; 4X winner at CD 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-1-2 
 

RACE SIX 
(#9) SEVEN KINGDOMS: Has never put forth a poor effort—neck behind a next-out winner in turf debut 
(#4) TIME FOR GLORY: Spotted to win for a $20,000 tag, however she tends to have issues at the gate 
(#2) LAZY SUMMER DAY: Shuffled back, jumped on bridle late in game for $30K tag in last—blinkers on  
(#8) SEQUAYA: She is a tick cheap, however the dirt-to-turf angle is appealing—stalks pace in vanguard 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-2-8 



 
 

RACE SEVEN 
(#1) COLONELSDARKTEMPER: Won past two starts off shelf by open lengths; annexed key prep for fun 
(#6) INTREPID HEART: Finished on the bridle in last start going 8.5-panels; gets extra quarter-mile today 
(#5) HOP KAT: Well beaten third in key prep at even money, beaten chalk in past three—bullet is noted 
(#7) LEADER OF MEN: License to improve in third start off shelf but was no match for top choice in last 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-5-7 
 

RACE EIGHT 
(#1) SONNEMAN: Curlin colt sports salty form outside of stakes, Santana, Jr. saves ground—formidable  
(#4) MAILMAN MONEY: Placed in 60% of his lifetime starts—has never been off the board at Churchill 
(#8) TREASURE TROVE: He’s at his best going a mile and a sixteenth on the main track—drops in class 
(#3) ENFORCABLE: Exits graded stakes for Casse but is zero-for-four lifetime in Louisville; 8.5F on point 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-8-3 
 
RACE NINE 
(#7) BUY ME CANDY: Heading in the right direction off the shelf, stays a 12-furlong trip; lots to like here 
(#6) CIBOLIAN: Game second going nine-panels on the grass in last start—6-13-21 bullet blowout noted 
(#2) HUGE BIGLY: One-paced third behind the top choice in last outing—Van Dyke saves all the ground 
(#4) NEWS BREAK: He has never been off the board on turf but a mile and a half may be beyond scope 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-2-4 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9/ Churchill Downs, Friday, June 18, 2021 
50-cent play=$9—Post time: 2:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#5) Time for Trouble (#7) Pickford—2 
Race 6: (#2) Lazy Summer Day (#4) Time for Gory (#9) Seven Kingdoms—3 
Race 7: (#1) Colonelsdarktemper—1 
Race 8: (#1) Sonneman (#4) Mailman Money (#8) Treasure Trove—3 
Race 9: (#7) Buy Me Candy—1 
 


