
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Meeting 
Day 6: Friday, July 9, 2021 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2021 Meet Record:  
 32-11-5-7: 34% W, 72% ITM

BEST BET: (#6) Fieldstone (1st race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#2) Foliage (6th race) — 5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#3) FULCO: War Front colt has never been in this cheap; route-to-sprint, dirt-to-turf angles have appeal  
(#2) HARD STRIKE: Split a field of 10 for a $30,000 tag in last start, in for $16K today; blinkers-on noted 
(#5) CLEVELAND SIMPSON: Has a license to improve in second start off a layoff—fits on this class level  
(#8) COPPER KING: Recent form leaves a lot to be desired but the class drop is significant; 8F trip suits 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-5-8 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) GUN LAP: Returns to the races off a brief freshening for Drury—shows up for a tag for the first time 
(#5) DEMOCRATIC NORMS: Drops in for a tag for the first time for a high-percentage barn—gets Lasix 
(#6) ELVIRUS: Looks like lone speed on paper, liking blinkers off play; claimed for $20K, in for $30K here 
(#4) ROAD BIBLE: Bay colt has never been in this cheap for Asmussen; like the cutback to eight-furlongs 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-6-4 
 

RACE THREE   
(#5) SIANARA: Did the heavy lifting on the front-end and, stayed on in first crack at winners—formidable 
(#6) DIGGIN GOLD: Beat top choice on the square in maiden win on wet-fast track—turf-to-dirt on point 
(#1) BREAK CURFEW: In money in 15-of-25 starts, but it has been long time since she had picture taken 
(#3) HINDSIGHT: Shown little in three starts vs. winners, however a cutback in distance works in her favor 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-1-3 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#7) BIG BOSS BEN: Has experience edge and :22 & change early lick; will be tighter, speed & fade play 
(#4) GORGEOUS CARINA: Barn is salty with two-year-old first-time starters, sire’s get are runners; player 
(#8) INDIA INK: Sire stands for $7,500, this fellow cost $310,000—last two gate works for Cox are sharp 
(#2) FIERCE DEBATE: Barn is off to hot start at the meet, his last two gate works are fast; value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-8-2 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#3) SCARRED: Fourth behind a pair of next-out winners in $300K stakes two back; is at best on fast strip 
(#5) HE’SMYHONEYBADGER: Chestnut has never been worse than second against winners; 7F on point 
(#1) SITTIN ON GO: Got some class relief and Lasix in last start and improved; broke maiden at Ellis Park 
(#4) KING’S OVATION: Made short work of five foes in Indiana in last start; is G3 stakes-placed going 7F 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-1-4 
 

RACE SIX  
(#2) FOLIAGE: Pedigree all turf, best race to date was on the weeds—he gets first-Lasix off shelf for Stall 
(#11) PURPLE DREAM: Flying from quarter-pole to the wire in last start; 5.5-furlong trip is in wheelhouse 
(#9) RUSTLER: Dominus colt has never been worse than third in sprint races—likely rates on the cutback 
(#12) HAIG POINT: Improvement is in the cards in second start off long layoff for Maker—post a concern 
SELECTIONS: 2-11-9-12 



 
 

RACE SEVEN   
(#6) BROTHER AARON: Has a license to improve in third start off sidelines—third in first start vs. winners  
(#5) BIG NICK: He gets some needed class relief this afternoon—caught speed-favoring strip in last start 
(#4) HE’S A BABE: Didn’t have the best of trips last time, drops in class in this spot—the blinkers go on 
(#8) FAMILY MAN: Beat a next-out victor on debut for a dime; is in a logical spot in first crack at winners 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-4-8 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#6) TAYET: She has been knocking on the door since trying the turf three starts back; stalks in vanguard 
(#9) ICE QUEEN: Exits a live race at Churchill Downs, barn is effective off of long layoffs; first Lasix noted 
(#10) UYUNI: Flashed speed, improved stretching out on the grass in last start—back off long layoff here 
(#8) AUTOSTRADA: Quality Road filly will appreciate the two-turn stretch out—tries turf for the first time 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-10-8 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 4-8 / Ellis Park, Friday, July 9, 2021 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 2:14 P.M. (Central) 
Race 4: (#4) Gorgeous Carina (#7) Big Boss Ben (#8) India Ink—3 
Race 5: (#1) Sittin On Go (#3) Scarred (#5) He’smyhoneybadger—3 
Race 6: (#2) Foliage (#11) Purple Dream—2 
Race 7: (#5) Big Nick (#6) Brother Aaron—2 
Race 8: (#6) Tayet (#8) Autostrada (#9) Ice Queen (#10) Uyuni—4 
 


