
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Meeting 
Day 23: Sunday, August 15, 2021 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central) 

 

2021 Meet Record:  
 170-52-33-31: 31% W, 68% ITM

BEST BET: (#4) Verylittlecents (3rd race) — 2-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#7) New Roo (8th race) — 10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#2) MY FAVORITE UNCLE: Has improved since trying turf in penultimate start; love cutback to 9-panels 
(#3) WING COMMANDER: Will be plenty fit turning back off 10F race—caved in final furlong in first two  
(#6) TOLKIEN: Outran his odds in last start off a layoff, will be tighter this afternoon; 5-1 on morning line 
(#5) CLEAT: War Front colt is cut out to be a turf router, but 9-panels is a tall order for a first-time starter 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-6-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) GHOSTLORE: Loves minor awards but is in a good spot to graduate—he has improved with blinkers  
(#1) BAMALAMA: Chestnut colt doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to factor; good post draw 
(#5) INJUNCTION: Improved in main track debut, but he had a perfect trip—upside in third career start 
(#3) AERONAUT: Turf-to-dirt and sprint-to-route angles are appealing—third start of current form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-5-3 
 

RACE THREE — Runhappy Ellis Park Debutante  
(#4) VERYLITTLECENTS: She’s the controlling speed on paper and graduated by open lengths; wire job 
(#6) SOUTHERN SKY: Annexed her first start versus winners at 12-1, done little wrong so far; formidable 
(#1) MOHAYLADY: Was just a half-length behind Southern Sky in her first crack at winners—1-hole hurts 
(#5) MANASOTA SUNSET: Pressed slow pace, kicked clear late in game in maiden win—hooks winners  
SELECTIONS: 4-6-1-5 
 

RACE FOUR — Runhappy Ellis Park Juvenile 
(#2) ROGER MCQUEEN: Ran off the TV screen in Pea Patch maiden win; barn has a 34% win clip in 2021 
(#4) COSTA TERRA: Took action, delivered as the chalk on debut at Ellis on sloppy, sealed strip; upside 
(#7) CANDY LANDING: Exits Grade 3 stakes at Saratoga, like wide post draw out of the chute—playable 
(#5) TEXAS RED HOT: Sire stands for $10,000, this fellow cost $130,000; has yet to put forth poor effort 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-7-5 
 

RACE FIVE  — Runhappy Audubon Oaks 
(#5) CARRIBEAN CAPER: Undefeated, won all three starts by open lengths—tighter in second off shelf 
(#4) MAGIC QUEST: Annexed her first start against winners with ease; is a perfect two-for-two going 7F 
(#6) MALLOY: Bay sports salty past form around one-turn, is 15-1 on the morning line—8-7 bullet noted 
(#2) MINUTE WALTZ: Couldn’t handle Magic Quest last time and is still eligible for “two lifetime” ranks 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-6-2 
 

RACE SIX  
(#7) PINE KNOLL: Hooks winners for first time but there are no world-beaters in here; third start off shelf 
(#6) KING’S MISCHIEF: Into Mischief colt improved in main track return, but he gets back on grass here 
(#8) RUNWAY MAGIC: Gets class relief, blinkers, and Lasix in first start for Drury; stakes-placed sprinting 
(#4) SIR ROBERTO: Tends to break slowly and returns off a long layoff for Lynch—he gets first-time Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-8-4 



 
RACE SEVEN — Runhappy Ellis Park Derby 
(#2) SUPER STOCK: Bay doesn’t have to come from downtown to be a factor; 9-panels is in wheelhouse 
(#6) STARRININMYDREAMS: Ran like he needed his last race off two-month hiatus—improvement likely 
(#5) SERMONONTHEMOUNT: Has retained good form while stepping up ladder; reunited with Graham  
(#1) COLONEL BOWMAN: Bred to stay the extra eighth of a mile but was all-out to beat 2 lifetime rivals 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-5-1 
 

RACE EIGHT — Groupie Doll Stakes 
(#7) NEW ROO: Chestnut mare was second in this race in 2020, runs well off of layoffs; 10-1 morning line 
(#4) ISTAN COUNCIL: Has been long time between drinks, but she has never been off the board at Ellis 
(#8) LADY KATE: Defending champ has made only one start in 2021 after winning four-of-nine last year 
(#10) JOSIE: Gray comes into this heat riding a two-race winning streak—makes first start for Asmussen 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-8-10 
 
RACE NINE  
(#7) CALL ME GUSTO: Improved in his first start around two-turns, posted bullet work since; pace factor  
(#2) BOURBON ON FIRE: Second behind a daylight winner in eight-furlong race on debut; much tighter 
(#5) FIERCE DEBATE: Got bet in her career debut back in early July and finished with interest; improves 
(#1) RICH STRIKE: Keen Ice colt has a router’s pedigree and is sitting on a sharp gate work; 4-1 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-5-1 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9 / Ellis Park, Sunday, August 15, 2021 
50-cent play=$64—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#4) Magic Quest (#5) Carribean Caper—2 
Race 6: (#4) Sir Roberto (#6) King’s Mischief (#7) Pine Knoll (#8) Runway Magic—4 
Race 7: (#1) Colonel Bowman (#2) Super Stock (#5) Sermononthemount (#6) Starrininmydreams—4 
Race 8: (#4) Istan Council (#7) New Roo (#8) Lady Kate (#10) Josie—4 
Race 9: (#7) Call Me Gusto—1 
 


