
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 September Meet 
Day 6: Friday, September 24, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 September Meet Record:  
 47-11-9-3: 23% W, 49% ITM

BEST BET: (#4) Jack Van Berg (3rd race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#1) Mount Travers (7th race) — 5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) VINEGAR VEGGIES: Is improving, shows up for a tag for the first time—third start of her form cycle 
(#9) BEVERLY’S CHARGE: A wide trip compromised her chances last time in Virginia; first start for a tag 
(#8) CURBS AND CONES: Faces a nondescript field out of the box for $50,000 price tag; value on tote? 
(#7) WITH CAUSE: Finished on bridle in a turf sprint in career debit at Ellis—bred to love surface change 
SELECTIONS: 1-9-8-7 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) RING ME DARLING: Ignore her last race in a turf stakes; broke her maiden by open lengths on dirt  
(#5) OFFALY FAST: Liking the turf-to-turf play, can move forward in third start off a layoff; drops in class 
(#4) MIZBEHAVING SIS: Graduated on debut at Indiana Grand in a professional manner; hooks winners 
(#7) RESTLESS EYES: Went off favored in a stakes in Iowa last time and beat one; in for a $40K tag here 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-4-7 
 

RACE THREE  
(#4) JACK VAN BERG: Won for fun when he was last seen in starter allowance ranks—stalks in vanguard 
(#3) THIRSTY BETRAYAL: Sports solid form off claim for Shirer but was no match for top choice last time 
(#1) HIGHER AUTHORITY: Capable of winning effort off a layoff, slides into starter company; blinkers on 
(#8) SOMES SOUND: Good third-of-five stepping up in class in his last outing—third start of form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-1-8 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#5) EXULTING: Ignore last race on the grass—has won last three dirt starts outside of stakes with ease 
(#6) ZANESVILLE: Liking the turf-to-dirt play—10 of his 12 lifetime wins have been on main track; player 
(#1) GIGGING: Chestnut has been facing better stock in past three starts; back to races fresh in this spot 
(#8) JAMMERS JUSTICE: Gray is four for his past 22, but he handles the turf, dirt, and synthetic surfaces  
SELECTIONS: 5-6-1-8 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#6) HEIRLOOM KITTEN: Double-dip class drop in first start off claim for Sharp—blinkers on in this spot  
(#8) BLUERIDGE MOUNTAIN: Heads down the ladder for Amoss—has placed in 11-of-17 starts lifetime 
(#2) KNIGHT’S CROSS: Is riding a two-race win streak and has a pair of past wins in Louisville under belt 
(#3) INTREPID HEART: Slides in for a quarter for barn that is winning at a 35% clip in 2021; capable fresh 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-2-3 
 

RACE SIX  
(#5) JESUIT: One-paced out of the box at Colonial Downs, but he drops in class today; he will be tighter 
(#2) WILLIE HAS HEART: Did the heavy lifting on front-end last time and stayed on—second off a layoff 
(#4) FIREMAN DAN: The drop is significant, has been gelded since last start, blinkers on—things to like 
(#9) WAR ALLY: Was a well-beaten third in career debut at Ellis for $16,000 tag but will be tighter today 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-9 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#1) MOUNT TRAVERS: Fits on this class level, exits a $75,000 stakes in West Virginia—5-1 morning line 
(#2) BELLE TAPISSERIE: Mid-Atlantic raider is in fine fettle—won last two races; steps up ladder off claim 
(#5) IDENTITY POLITICS: Seven-panel trip on dirt is right in his wheelhouse—first off claim for Asmussen 
(#7) DONNELS CREEK: Liking the turf-to-dirt play—honest second for a $40,000 tag in penultimate start 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-5-7 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#5) GOLDEN SIGHTS: Game second vs. winners in most recent start at Ellis—the blinkers go on today 
(#2) CHOPIN DRIVE: Finished three lengths behind Golden Sights last time; back in maiden ranks here 
(#6) BLAMETHECHAMPAGNE: Is heading in the right direction for Wilkes; bred to relish extra distance 
(#4) PENNY SAVER: Love turf-to-dirt play—second behind next-out winner when last seen on main track 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-6-4 
 
RACE NINE  
(#9) SIR ALFRED JAMES: Has been knocking heads with tougher foes in past two; has won 3-of-6 at CD 
(#5) DRENA’S STAR: Will be an early pace factor but was the beaten favorite in last outing in Minnesota 
(#1) LONG TERM THINKING: Super-consistent—has never been worse than third in his career; 8-1 M.L. 
(#10) SHOPLIFTED: Second-of-six in last start in New York, but he has lacked a late kick in last two at CD 
SELECTIONS: 9-5-1-10 
 
RACE TEN  
(#12) BUCKINGHAM PRINCE: Has experience edge, is the controlling speed on paper—post a concern 
(#8) UNIFIED REPORT: Is training forwardly for Stewart—he is sitting on a smoking half-mile gate breeze 
(#11) HELAIRE: Sire’s get can be precocious—he is sitting on a pair of bullet works on Tapeta at Turfway 
(#6) MONEY LENDER: Outfit hits at a 19% strike rate with its 2YOs, will break running—6-1 morning line 
SELECTIONS: 12-8-11-6 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 1-5 / Churchill Downs, Friday, September 24, 2021 
50-cent play=$42—Post time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) Vinegar Veggies (#8) Curbs and Cones (#9) Beverly’s Charge—3 
Race 2: ALL—7 
Race 3: (#4) Jack Van Berg—1  
Race 4: (#5) Exulting—1 
Race 5: (#3) Intrepid Heart (#5) Leader of Men (#6) Heirloom Kitten (#8) Blueridge Mountain—4 
 


