
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 September Meet 
Day 8: Sunday, September 26, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 September Meet Record:  
 68-17-14-8: 25% W, 57% ITM

BEST BET: (#5) Toccata (7th race) — 2-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#5) Spa City (9th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#2) WELL SPENT: The class drop is significant—beaten just two lengths vs. open $40,000 types 3 back 
(#7) ESCAPE FUND: Ran off the TV when last seen in conditioned claiming ranks—reunited with Lanerie 
(#5) SAPPHIRE ROYALTY: Slides into “three lifetime” company in this spot—will be an early pace factor 
(#6) BREONNA: Turf-to-dirt play is right on the money, has never missed the exacta at Churchill; overlay 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-5-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#5) CARMICHAEL: License to improve in second start off sidelines; useful second when last seen on dirt 
(#2) BIKO: Past form is lackluster, but he’s bred top and bottom to love the surface change to main track 
(#3) DOVER STRAIT: Marked improvement in 2-turn debut on turf, has upside in third start—dirt x-factor 
(#4) CAPTAIN FANTASTIC: Finished on the bridle when last seen on dirt but is consistently inconsistent 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-3-4 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) ULTIMATE: Plummets in class in first start off the claim for Maker—he broke his maiden in Louisville  
(#6) OUTLIER: Indiana invader drops in for a $20,000 price tag; has a past win at Churchill under his belt 
(#4) BOLD ADVENTURE: Ignore last start on grass—back on the main track today; won two of last four 
(#5) CHICKS FOR FREE: First-or-second in 4-of-10 starts in 2021 but is a tick cheap; like the jock change 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-4-5 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#5) FUTILE: One-paced fourth vs. $8K starter types in Ohio last time, has two wins at Churchill—drops 
(#2) POPIZAR: Double-dip class drop is on point, like the cutback to a six-furlong trip—Gaffalione stays 
(#6) ROYAL BLUE BOY: Ohio raider will be forwardly placed from get-go; barn effective off long layoffs 
(#8) LOVER BOY: Sharp win at 30-cents on the dollar when last seen on dirt—has effective tactical speed 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-6-8 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#6) AUBURN HILLS: Route speedster dictated pace, wired field in mud at Saratoga two back; 8.5F suits  
(#7) BREW CREW: Figures to get a great trip stalking the pace in the vanguard; bay fellow is in fine fettle 
(#5) TREASURY: Broke his maiden with ease off a layoff in last outing but steps up to tackle winners here 
(#4) FRA MAURO: Caught sloppy, “sealed” racetrack in last start at Ellis Park, but he’s one for his last 16 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-5-4 
 

RACE SIX  
(#6) ALKHAATAM: Drops in class in first start off claim for Diodoro, blinkers go on—has two wins at CD 
(#4) INDIMAAJ: Del Mar invader has license to improve in third start off a layoff—the slight cutback suits 
(#2) LORD DRAGON: Steps up ladder but should get a great trip stalking the pace—won 3-of-9 in 2021 
(#3) THE STIFF: Has won two-of-three starts lifetime going 8.5-panels on the main track; third off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-2-3 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#5) TOCCATA: Annexed first start against winners by open lengths, has :22 and change early lick; player 
(#3) FLASH MAGIC: Beaten favorite in last outing against a similar crew; slight cutback works in her favor 
(#1) AMUSING ANTICS: Beat one in first crack at winners, but she can improve in third start off sidelines 
(#4) CONGRATULATED: Broke maiden on the dirt at Keeneland but has never hit the board in Louisville 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-4 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#7) FAMED: Half-sis to champ Essential Quality, sports gap-free tab since July—barn will have her ready 
(#1) MOMMASGOTTARUN: Has early speed, the rail, and Lanerie in irons—upside in third career outing 
(#3) BEAUTIFUL EMPIRE: Sire stands for $17,500, she cost $320,000; tipped hand with 8-29-21 breeze? 
(#5) WINTER LOVE: Second behind a daylight winner in her career debut at Colonial; speed & fade play 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-3-5 
 
RACE NINE  
(#5) SPA CITY: Barn wins at a 20% clip off claim, should get a great trip stalking the pace—value on tote 
(#4) BOURBON CALLING: Exits graded stakes races in West Virginia—is a three-time winner at Churchill 
(#7) TRIDENT HIT: Has finished in the money in six-of-seven starts on dirt in Louisville; Gaffalione in irons 
(#3) BEAVER HAT: Useful third in $59,000 stakes at Ellis Park last time—in money in 3-of-5 on dirt at CD 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-7-3 
 
RACE TEN  
(#12) SARAH HARPER: Has the early speed to break and clear from the 12-hole, will be tighter; wire job 
(#10) UPANDCOMINGSTAR: $500,000 Into Mischief filly will love the cutback to a 6F trip; is formidable 
(#6) SMARMY: Been backed heavily at windows in past—has never been off board; presses pace today 
(#7) DALIDA: Demonstrated marked improvement in main track debut; will be tighter in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 12-10-6-7 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10 / Churchill Downs, Sunday, September 26, 2021 
50-cent play=$54—Post time: 3:18 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#2) Lord Dragon (#4) Indimaaj (#6) Alkhaatam—3 
Race 7: (#1) Amusing Antics (#3) Flash Magic (#5) Toccata—3 
Race 8: (#1) Mommasgottarun (#3) Beautiful Empire (#7) Famed—3  
Race 9: (#5) Spa City—1 
Race 10: (#6) Smarmy (#7) Dalida (#10) Upandcomingstar (#12) Sarah Harper—4 
 


