
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 September Meet 
Day 1: Thursday, September 16, 2021 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2020 September Meet Record:  
 144-32-31-28: 22% W, 63% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) Family Man (3rd race) — 5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#6) Bethy (8th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#7) TRIBORD: Plummets in class, anticipated quick pace will set up her late kick; 4-1 on the morning line 
(#3) BLONDE ON TAP: Will be an early pace factor in a race loaded with speed; never off board on dirt 
(#5) SPY A STAR: Drops in for a dime in first start for DeVaux—woke up on the drop in last outing at Ellis 
(#6) SPEED ZONE: Stumbled at the start, finished on bridle in last race at Indiana Grand—value on tote? 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-5-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) AMBITIOUSLY PLACED: Just missed vs. allowance foes in last start at Prairie Meadows; is consistent 
(#7) BERTRADA: Like wide post out of the chute, exits allowance company at Thistle—salty with blinkers 
(#2) PRINCESS D’ORO: Steps up the ladder in first start off claim for West; is unplaced on fast racetracks 
(#5) COINMAKER: Liking turf-to-dirt play, drops in class; gets wheeled back off seven days rest for Cano 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-2-5 
 

RACE THREE  
(#7) FAMILY MAN: Wide post, slow start didn’t do him any favors last time; slides into the starter ranks 
(#1A-POE) DOUBLE TOUGH TIGER: Returns off shelf riding 2-race win streak; first off claim for new barn 
(#6) BROTHER AARON: In fine fettle—hasn’t been off the board on dirt in 2021; effective tactical speed 
(#8) RISKY TOWN: A length and a half shy off winning past three starts off a long layoff; is winless at CD 
SELECTIONS: 7-1A(Part of Entry)-6-8 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#4) PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE: Game in last start off a layoff—shows up for a high-end tag for first time 
(#3) HONY TONK HERO: 6-fig Ghostzapper colt is in for a $75K tag in career debut for Cox; underlay? 
(#10) CHARGER: Went to the sidelines in good form, makes his first start for a tag this evening; 5-1 M.L. 
(#6) POLSAR: He has a board finish on dirt at Churchill, has been gelded since last start—blinkers go on 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-10-6 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#1) COGBURN: Has :21 and change early lick, will break running from one-hole under Santana; wire job 
(#8) ZIPPIN GIGI: Debut is better than it looks on paper—broke slowly form one-hole; much tighter here 
(#4) ALMANZO: Barn is hitting at 28% strike rate in 2021, is effective with first-timers—dam is G2 placed 
(#5) JEGO: Uncle Mo colt cost $140,000, dam was a Grade 2 winner on the dirt—last gate work is sharp 
SELECTIONS: 1-8-4-5 
 

RACE SIX  
(#3) BEARS WATCHING: Tries winners off shelf but has done little wrong; ½ to G1 victor Code of Honor 
(#4) SOUNION: Likes the main track at Churchill—has license to improve in second start off the sidelines 
(#1) NAME REJECTED: Draw line through last start on the grass, gets back on dirt tonight; third off shelf 
(#7) FLAGS UP: Gray has won two-of-three on dirt at Churchill, is handy; overlay at 12-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-1-7 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#3) SINGITA DREAMS: She’s the lone entrant in field with 9F dirt win to her credit; fires fresh for Bauer 
(#6) MICROCAP: Has good form in last two starts sans front bandages—has won three-of-seven on dirt 
(#8) ITS COLD IN DEHERE: Steps up in class but has placed in 13-of-17 on fast racetracks; Flo stays put 
(#5) POWDER RIVER: She has come up short in past three starts off the sidelines—tab for a minor award 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-8-5 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#6) BETHY: Like turf-to-dirt play, drops in for dime for Miller—has license to improve in second off shelf 
(#8) MENDING: The three-pronged class drop works in her favor—is heading in right direction for Cano 
(#7) LA TOURISTA: Spotted to be competitive for $10,000 price tag—should get good trip stalking pace 
(#13) TIME’S ON MY SIDE: Gray filly has never been in this cheap, gets Gaffalione in the irons—5-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-7-13 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 4-8 / Churchill Downs, Thursday, September 16, 2021 
50-cent play=$64—Post time: 6:27 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 4: (#3) Honky Tonk Hero (#4) Pledgeofallegiance—2 
Race 5: (#1) Cogburn (#4) Almanzo (#5) Jego (#8) Zippin Gigi—4 
Race 6: (#3) Bears Watching—1 
Race 7: (#3) Singita Dreams (#5) Powder River (#6) Microcap (#8) Its Cold in Dehere—4 
Race 8: (#6) Bethy (#7) La Tourista (#8) Mending (#13) Time’s On My Side—4 
 


