
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KENTUCKY DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Meeting 
Day 1: Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Post Time: 12:20 P.M. (Central) 

 

2020 Meet Record:  
 62-11-7-10: 18% W, 45% ITM

BEST BET: (#1) Quality Step (3rd race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#3) Yes This Time (10th race) — 6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, first through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#6) FEBRUARY SON: Heading in right direction off a layoff, 12-panel trip suits—third start of form cycle 
(#8) WARBIRD: Split a field of 12 in first start outside of Southern California; love rider change to Rosario 
(#3) FREDDY FLINTSHIRE: Finished with interest in first start off a four-month layoff—improvement likely 
(#5) MY FAVORITE UNCLE: He has a board finish going a mile and a quarter on the grass for The Coach 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-3-5 
 

RACE TWO 
(#11) MY FRIEND AMY: Poor start likely cost him a win in last outing, has reliable kick on grass—overlay 
(#12) LADYBELUCKY: Exits live race at Ellis but has brutal post; will have to fend off Gamble’s Orb early 
(#6) MISTHAVEN (IRE): She’s a half-sister to the G3 turf stakes winner Bobby’s Kitten; Joel Rosario rides 
(#2) GAMBLE’S ORB: Florida raider will likely call shots on front-end; sharp 3F blowout on grass on 8-24 
SELECTIONS: 11-12-6-2 
 

RACE THREE  
(#1) QUALITY STEP: Very consistent, barn made most of minimal opportunities in ‘21; third start off shelf 
(#7) EXULTING: Won last three dirt starts outside of stakes races for fun; is zero-for-seven lifetime on turf 
(#13) HIGH NOON RIDER: Nine-year-old veteran has placed in three-of-four starts at Kentucky Downs 
(#14) POLE SETTER: Gray steps up the ladder but loves to win—has annexed seven-of-past eight starts 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-13-14 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#10) GINGRICH: Huge improvement stretching out to 8.5-panels in last race; upside in third career start 
(#8) ROCKET ONE: Just three-parts of a length behind Gingrich in last start, cost $600,000—8-1 on M.L. 
(#6) PAMMY’S READY: Heading in the right direction off the shelf for Ward; the blinkers come off today 
(#4) NEVER SAY KNOW (IRE): Set slow pace in first start w/ blinkers at Saratoga but had little left in lane 
SELECTIONS: 10-8-6-4 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#12) SOUPER DORMY: Into Mischief colt drops in class for Mark Casse—G3-placed at Kentucky Downs 
(#8) AMERICANUS: War Front colt has been crying out for the grass—firing bullets in the A.M. for return 
(#4) SEARING CHASE: Has a license to improve in his second start off a layoff—never off board for Lobo 
(#11) MR. HUSTLE: Gets needed class relief, will be tighter in second start off shelf; first-time Lasix noted 
SELECTIONS: 12-8-4-11 
 

RACE SIX  
(#8) VIVAR: Broke flat-footed, finished on the bridle in a turf route race out of the box; holds all the aces 
(#7) RITHMICALLEA: Bayou invader demonstrated marked improvement in his first start on turf; overlay? 
(#9) SCATTERSHACK: Best effort to date was on the dirt, but he is sitting on razor-sharp half-mile breeze 
(#4) GO BALI GO: Liking the dirt-to-turf play; he overcame a poor start to be third in last outing on grass 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-9-4 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#13) AMALFI PRINCESS: Just three lengths off the win vs. a tougher crew in New York last time; player 
(#8) SOCIAL DILEMMA: Consistent bay filly has never been off the board on grass; route-to-sprint suits 
(#6) FLYING FORTRESS: Broke slowly, was rolling from the quarter-pole to wire in Virginia maiden score 
(#11) TWO SIXTYONE: Loving the route-to-sprint play, gets reunited with Murrill; blinkers off is puzzling 
SELECTIONS: 13-8-6-11 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#8) SHE’S GONE: Was flying in the final eighth of mile in career debut, will be much tighter; cost $200K 
(#3) THEDEVILYOUSAY: Finished a head to the good of She’s Gone out of box at Ellis—has big upside 
(#11) ROBINHILL: Kitten’s Joy filly is bred to relish the grass, cost $105,000—gets Joel Rosario in irons 
(#6) DELIGHTOF THE NILE: Game second in dirt sprint in career debut at Ellis Park—stalks pace, tighter 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-11-6 
 
RACE NINE — Exacta Systems Dueling Grounds Oaks  
(#8) CORE VALUES: She beat the boys in a turf stakes at Ellis in last start—riding a three-race win streak 
(#6) ADVENTURING: Only a half-length behind a next-out winner in the Ellis prep for this race—player 
(#7) OLIVIAOFTHEDESERT: Is stakes-placed at Kentucky Downs—just 2+ lengths off Adventuring in last 
(#3) INTHEWINNERSCIRCLE: She has a license to improve in third start off a layoff; stakes winner on turf 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-7-3 
 
RACE TEN — Big Ass Fans Dueling Grounds Derby  
(#3) YES THIS TIME: Pinched back after start in Saratoga G1 last time; is handy, won six-of-eight on turf 
(#12) DU JOUR: Beat top choice on the square in last start in New York, is G2 winner on turf—post hurts 
(#4) MODERN SCIENCE (IRE): Galileo (Ire) colt is consistent, should love a mile & 5/16ths trip; 12-1 M.L. 
(#8) CELLIST: Finished two lengths to the good of Yes This Time in last start at Saratoga—tactical speed 
SELECTIONS: 3-12-4-8 
 
RACE ELEVEN  
(#12) CRUZ BAY: Was improving before she was stopped on; game second in first start without blinkers 
(#11) TROUBLE MAKING: Handy Into Mischief filly has never been off the board on grass; value on tote 
(#4) NOTA BENE: Has been the beaten chalk in her past two starts but will appreciate the extra furlong 
(#10) SIX FEET APART: Was caught up in a protracted speed duel in last start and spit bit; 6.5F trip suits 
SELECTIONS: 12-11-4-10 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET — 15% takeout 
Races 7-11 / Kentucky Downs, Sunday, September 5, 2021 
50-cent play=$64—Post time: 3:41 P.M. (Central) 
Race 7: (#6) Flying Fortress (#8) Social Dilemma (#11) Two Sixtyone (#13) Amalfi Princess—4 
Race 8: (#3) Thedevilyousay (#8) She’s Gone—2 
Race 9: (#6) Adventuring (#8) Core Values—2 
Race 10: (#3) Yes This Time (#12) Du Jour—2 
Race 11: (#4) Nota Bene (#10) Six Feet Apart (#11) Trouble Making (#12) Cruz Bay—4 
 


