
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 September Meet 
Day 11: Saturday, October 2, 2021 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 September Meet Record:  
 88-22-23-10: 25% W, 63% ITM

BEST BET: (#10) Runnin’ Ray (11th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#10) Mean Jakey (6th race) — 10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#8) EXTREME: Has a license to improve in second start off a layoff, love turf-to-dirt move—formidable 
(#1-POE) CODY’S WISH: Never been off the board but tends to be one-paced; pounded at windows 
(#4) GHOSTLORE: Wide trip over speed-favoring strip compromised chances last time—third off shelf 
(#1A-POE) CRUMP: He improved in first start with Lasix, will appreciate the extra furlong; on scene late 
SELECTIONS: 8-1(Part of Entry)-4-1A(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE TWO 
(#1) SIX PACK: Drops in class in first start off claim for Diodoro, will be tighter; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#7) BIG NICK: Gets some needed class relief this afternoon but is one-for-13 in 2021—Leparoux stays 
(#5) ONCOMING TRAIN: Failed to menace on the drop in last outing—continues class descent today 
(#3) THE FEATURE: The last time he finished in the money was for a $50K tag last fall; third off a layoff 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-5-3 
 

RACE THREE 
(#5) DEVILLY: Took action, was a game second out of the box on turf at Ellis; tighter, dirt is the x-factor 
(#1) KNOWING GLANCE: Never worse than third and exits a couple of live heats at Saratoga; upside 
(#6) PUT A BOW ON IT: Broke running in 5-horse field on debut but got tired in final furlong—tighter 
(#8) FOUR DAWN: Is in for a high-end tag for first time—can move forward in third start of form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-8 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#1) FRONT STREET: Draw line through last start on grass—does best work on the dirt; drops in class 
(#2) ON THE RISE: Improved on the drop last time but steps up the ladder today; works whisper ready 
(#8) SUPERTALEOFHOUDINI: She was improving before she was stopped on—gets first-Lasix today  
(#3) VILLAREGGIA: Game second in dirt return off a layoff, will be tighter today—6-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-8-3 
 

RACE FIVE   
(#5) TKOTCHKE: Both career wins have come in claiming ranks, has tactical speed; reunited with C-Lan 
(#6) FATHER G: Heads down the ladder for Drury, can improve in third start off a layoff—Talamo stays  
(#3) BEBOP SHOES: Never jumped on the bridle off the sidelines in last start; will be tighter and drops 
(#2) CATIPARI: No late kick in last two starts at Ellis Park, but he likes Louisville—6.5F in his wheelhouse 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-3-2 
 

RACE SIX  
(#10) MEAN JAKEY: Sire’s get can be precocious, will break running under Lezcano, cost 6-figs; player 
(#4) HIPPODROME: Ghostzapper colt will appreciate the extra sixteenth—improvement is in the cards 
(#11) DR. PERRY: Broke slowly, lost interest in career debut but deserves another chance—cost $690K 
(#3) IN DREAMS: Sports a sharp work tab for a high-percentage outfit, but 6.5F is tricky for a first-timer 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-11-3 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#11) TRAFALGAR: Honest second out of the box in New York going seven-panels; much tighter here 
(#3) ALMUAHED: First race better than it looks on paper—bumped after start in “live” heat; fires fresh 
(#4) BRIGADIER GENERAL: 2 lengths and change behind top choice last time; has board finish at CD 
(#2) UNPREDICTABLE BAY: Arlington invader has never been off board but tries dirt for the first time 
SELECTIONS: 11-3-4-2 
 

RACE EIGHT — Lukas Classic (G3)  
(#2) KNICKS GO: Gray is the controlling speed on paper; they have to catch him to beat him—wire job 
(#6) SPRAWL: Homebred has hit the board in his past three starts—all in stakes races; has 2 wins at CD 
(#3) TACITUS: Returns off long layoff for Mott and hasn’t had picture taken in over a year—takes action 
(#4) SHARED SENSE: Bay is a multiple Grade 3 stakes winner; has never missed the exacta at Churchill 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-3-4 
 
RACE NINE  
(#1) GRAND CRU CLASSE: Last two breezes are sharp, is capable fresh; love cutback to seven-panels 
(#8) HIMIKO: Will appreciate cutting back in distance, didn’t have the best of trips in last; Rosario rides 
(#3) RISING SEAS: Bay is G3 stakes-placed under the Twin Spires, last work is smoking—capable fresh 
(#2) JILTED BRIDE: A tick cheap, but it’s hard to knock her consistency—has never been off the board 
SELECTIONS: 1-8-3-2 
 
RACE TEN — Ack Ack Stakes (G3) 
(#10) BEAU LIAM: Undefeated colt freaked in his past two races at Saratoga; very fast, but is tractable 
(#11) RUSHIE: Won Pat Day Mile (G2) at Churchill when last seen going eight-furlongs around one-turn 
(#1) EXCULPATORY: Mid-Atlantic raider is a neck shy of wining past four—Cedeno in town for mount 
(#7) PLAINSMAN: Hard-knocker is sharper than jailhouse coffee, but he is at his best around two-turns  
SELECTIONS: 10-11-1-7 
 
RACE ELEVEN  
(#10) RUNNIN’ RAY: Half-length shy of winning past two starts at Saratoga; stays nine-furlongs on dirt 
(#9) CALIBRATE: Love the turf-to-dirt move, but he’s zero-for-three under the Twin Spires; 5-1 on M.L. 
(#11) CARILLO: Ignore graded stakes experiment, barn wins at 21% clip off long layoffs; sharp work tab 
(#4) LAUGHING BOY: Ran off the TV screen in first dirt start around two-turns but hooks winners today 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-11-4 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 7-11 / Churchill Downs, Saturday, October 2, 2021 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 3:50 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#2) Unpredictable Bay (#3) Almuahed (#4) Brigadier General (#11) Trafalgar—4 
Race 8: (#2) Knicks Go—1 
Race 9: (#1) Grand Cru Classe (#3) Rising Seas (#8) Himiko—3  
Race 10: (#1) Exculpatory (#7) Plainsman (#10) Beau Liam (#11) Rushie—4 
Race 11: (#10) Runnin’ Ray—1 
 


