
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2021 Fall  Meet 
Day 13: Thursday, November 18, 2021 
Post Time: 1:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021 Fall Meet Record:  
 118-35-18-18: 30% W, 60% ITM

BEST BET: (#5) Opus Equus (5th race) — 2-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#5) Pinch Hitter (9th race) — 9-2 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#3) DOUBLE DAWN: The class drop is significant, like the stretch-out to an 8.5-panel trip—blinkers on 
(#4) SOCIAL CIRCLE: Consistent—placed in 50% of her lifetime starts; steps up the ladder off of claim 
(#1) MISS COMMISH: Chestnut steps up in class but is in good form—caught sloppy tracks in last two 
(#2) LEA RO: Useful third-of-nine on the rise in last outing, like the rider change to Bejarano; is playable 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-1-2 
 

RACE TWO  
(#3) LANDED GENTRY: Broke from 10-hole, outran her odds on debut in Lexington; experience edge 
(#6) MRS. NUSHI: Bay improved on the drop in last start, but steps up in class in this spot—stalks pace 
(#4) STILL CARRYING ON: Seven-panels is tricky for a first-time starter, but her 11-7 gate work is swift 
(#5) MISS MATCHMAKER: Cupid filly is training forwardly for Drury—outfit is capable with first-timers  
SELECTIONS: 3-6-4-5 
 

RACE THREE 
(#1) THOMAS SHELBY: Has won last two starts against tougher rivals; is spotted to win this afternoon 
(#2) MR. TIP: Won when last seen going 8.5F vs. starter foes in Louisville; he’s reunited with Gaffalione 
(#6) INTREPID HEART: No kick on rise in first start off the claim for Kenneally; aired for $25K two back 
(#3) LEADER OF MEN: Been hot commodity at claim box lately; couldn’t handle Intrepid Heart 2 back 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-6-3 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#3) OSCARETTE: Broke from 10-hole, was second to a nice filly in Goodnight Olive in debut—tighter 
(#1) APRIL IN PARIS: Returns to races off a long layoff but was improving before she was stopped on 
(#2) SALUTE THE FLAG: Dam G2 stakes-placed, is training forwardly; tipped hand with 11-11 breeze? 
(#5) GRACE’S SECRET: Gray’s best effort to date came off a layoff—liking slight cutback to a 5.5F trip 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-2-5 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#5) OPUS EQUUS: Windy City raider plummets in class for a barn that is winning at a 30% clip in 2021 
(#9) COMMODORE PERRY: Two-pronged class drop in second start off layoff is on point; 8F trip suits 
(#7) REBOPPER: Is wheeled back off six days rest but has never been in this cheap; blinkers off is noted 
(#8) THIRSTY OWL: New York-bred fits on this class level, but is at is best in two-turn races—12-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 5-9-7-8 
 

RACE SIX  
(#2) LITTLE MENACE: Sports sketchy form for Maker, but he has never been in this cheap; fires fresh 
(#5) GIGGING: Beaten just two lengths for $50,000 tag two starts back at Keeneland; 2X winner at CD 
(#6) KNIGHT’S CROSS: Steps up the ladder in first start off claim for Diodoro; will be forwardly placed 
(#4) AMERICAN TATTOO (ARG): Gets needed class relief but it has been long time between drinks  
SELECTIONS: 2-5-6-4 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#4) BAGBOSS: Done little wrong to date, is capable of big effort fresh, has sharp works—Rosario rides 
(#5) GOOD LUCK CHARM: $535,000 Quality Road colt stepped off 4F in :46 4/5 on 11-5-21; overlay? 
(#7) GUS PIAZZA: Sire stands for $40,000, this fellow cost $650,000; sports a sharp work tab for Amoss  
(#6) HABITUS: Ran like he needed his last race off lengthy layoff, will be tighter today—dirt the x-factor 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-7-6 
 

RACE EIGHT  
(#1) FROST POINT: Super Quick came out of this fillies’ last race to win allowance affair at CD for fun 
(#4) MISTY VEIL: Consistent filly hasn’t been worse than second off the claim for Amoss; Graham stays 
(#5) TELLMEONASUNDAY: Liking stretch out to 8.5F trip, but she was no match for Frost Point in last 
(#7) FOOLERY: Has a license to improve in second start off a layoff, but she is at her best on the grass 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-5-7 
 
RACE NINE  
(#5) PINCH HITTER: Finished well in 2-turn dirt race out of the box at Keeneland—much tighter today 
(#3) DOCTOR NASH: The three-pronged class drop is right on the money; upside in third career start 
(#1) STAVANGER: Tardy start didn’t do him any favors in career debut; is bred to relish surface change 
(#8) REQUISITION: Carpe Diem colt is heading in the right direction for Asmussen—Gaffalione in irons 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-8 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9 / Churchill Downs, Thursday, November 18, 2021 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 3:03 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#5) Opus Equus—1 
Race 6: (#2) Litt le Menace (#5) Gigging—2 
Race 7: (#4) Bagboss (#5) Good Luck Charm (#7) Gus Piazza—3 
Race 8: (#1) Frost Point (#4) Misty Veil—2 
Race 9: (#1) Stavanger (#3) Doctor Nash (#5) Pinch Hitter (#8) Requisit ion—4 
  
 
 
 


