
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GULFSTREAM PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2021-22 Championship Meet 
Day 20: Friday, December 31, 2021 
Post Time: 12:30 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2021-22 Championship Meet Record:  
 181-51-46-16: 28% W, 62% ITM

BEST BET: (#2) Candy Flower (5th race) — 5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#5) Amazin Queen (3rd race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE — Janus Stakes  
(#8) CAROTARI: Runs well off layoffs, loves Gulfstream’s turf course; tipped hand with Xmas Eve bullet? 
(#6) EXTRAVAGANT KID: Eight-year-old veteran was a game second in this on New Year’s Day 2021 
(#2) XY SPEED: Won $100K Laurel Dash in first start off claim for Gerald Bennett; second start off layoff 
(#1) SMOKIN’ JAY: Ran into a buzz saw in Pink Lloyd in last start in Canada—gets back on grass today 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-2-1 
 

RACE TWO 
(#3) TRAPPEZOID: Chestnut is consistent—first-or-second in eight-of-10 starts in ‘21; a 1-turn mile suits 
(#4) BRASSTOWN: Encountered traffic on the clubhouse turn in last outing; likes a one-turn mile setup 
(#1) HERO TIGER: Had an awkward start, but finished on bridle between rivals in the Claiming Crown 
(#6) BLESSED JOURNEY: Gray was in deep water in the Claiming Crown—in more realistic spot today 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-1-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#5) AMAZIN’ QUEEN: Demonstrated huge improvement at 46-1 in Tapeta debut—8-1 morning line 
(#7) LANIAKEA STORM: Bankrupt the last quarter-mile in first start on a synthetic surface; drops today 
(#8) CAGUA: She has never been off the board on Tapeta, love the rider change to Gaffalione; playable  
(#4) PAINTBRUSH: Figures to get a great trip stalking the pace in the vanguard—dirt-to-synthetic suits 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-8-4 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#1) SCARABEA: Game in first start on a synthetic surface at Turfway; stays a mile and three-sixteenths 
(#2) CIELO D’ORO: Restricted stakes-placed on Tapeta in Canada but has penchant for minor awards 
(#7) RED LIGHT RACER: $525,000 filly has yet to put forth a poor effort but is unproven on Tapeta 
(#5) SITTING PRETTY: One-paced fourth in her first start on a synthetic surface; turns back a sixteenth 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-7-5 
 

RACE FIVE — Via Borghese Stakes  
(#2) CANDY FLOWER: Big improvement off claim for Maker; she’s the controlling speed with Jaramillo 
(#10) ALWAYS SHOPPING: Defending champ has struggled in 2021, but the blinkers come off today 
(#3) BEAUTIFUL LOVER: License to improve in third start of form cycle; game in Belmont stakes in last 
(#5) HUNGRY KITTEN: Hit best stride too late going 12-panels last time—will be tighter but turns back 
SELECTIONS: 2-10-3-5 
 

RACE SIX  
(#3) JOYFUL SURPRISE: Improving for Negrete; has a big chance with late scratch of Awesome Family 
(#6) ADMIRAL TRUFFLES: Set a fast pace in last start and checked out late in game—speed, fade play  
(#8) CAN’T BE BROKEN: Split a field of 12 at 4-1 in last start on this class level; he sits the stalking trip 
(#4) D BLACK MAMBA: First-time starter faces nondescript crew out of the box for a $16,000 price tag 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-8-4 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#4) SO DETERMINED: Has yet to run a poor race for Pletcher; can improve in third start of form cycle 
(#2) CYBERVIKING: Is in fine fettle, is tractable, and slides into the Florida-bred ranks—has lots to like 
(#1) BIZ BIZ BUZZ: Is handy, figures to stalk the pace turning back in distance; bred to handle the dirt 
(#3) CLAPTON: Restricted stakes-placed going 7F on the main track; tries allowance ranks for first time 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-1-3 
 

RACE EIGHT — Abundantia Stakes  
(#5) MISS AURAMET: Stepped off opening quarter in :20 4/5 last time, won by three lengths; tighter 
(#2) INTRODUCED: Capable of a winning effort off the sidelines—five-panels on turf is in wheelhouse 
(#7) MISS J MCKAY: Heading in the right direction for Clement; sitting on sharp three-furlong blowout 
(#8) AMBASSADOR LUNA: Wide post, trip didn’t do her any favors at Del Mar; 12-16-21 bullet noted 
 SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-8 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 4-8 / Gulfstream Park, Friday, December 31, 2021 
50-cent play=$42—Post time: 1:58 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 4: (#1) Scarabea (#2) Cielo d’Oro (#7) Red Light Racer—3 
Race 5: (#2) Candy Flower—1 
Race 6: ALL—7 
Race 7: (#1) Biz Biz Buzz (#2) Cyberviking (#3) Clapton (#4) So Determined—4 
Race 8: (#5) Miss Auramet—1 
 


