
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
by JOHN M. GAVER II I  

www.thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meet 
Day 6: Saturday, May 7, 2022 

Post Time: 10:30 A.M. (Eastern) 
 

2022 Spring Meet Record: 
53-20-7-6—38% W, 62% ITM, $1.88 ROI

BEST BET: (#5) Obligatory (8th race)—7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#12) Taiba (12th race)—12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections below are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE 
(#9) CONGRESSMAN: Pressed quick pace in career debut going 7F, got tired—will be much tighter, cost $275K  
(#10) LOGICO: Gray has come to hand of late in South Florida for Sano; closer needs pace and clean trip to factor 
(#7) WARRIOR JOHNY: Improved since trying the dirt in penultimate start, but he turns back to a 1-turn trip here 
(#6) VINCO: Finished on the bridle turning back in distance with blinkers on in last outing; four works since last race 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-7-6 
 

RACE TWO 
(#4) SURFER DUDE: Chestnut has been competing in stakes races in past three starts—tighter in second off layoff 
(#6) GREAT ESCAPE: Draw line through last race on Tapeta—he gets back on dirt in this spot; route-to-sprint play 
(#8) OSBOURNE: Finished third behind Surfer Dude in the Lafayette Stakes at Keeneland in last outing—gets Lasix 
(#2) STAYED IN FOR HALF: Bay got beat a length for the win in his first crack versus winners; has speed, can rate 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-8-2 
 

RACE THREE 
(#7) FINAL BELLE: Game off a near four-month hiatus in last start at Keeneland; nine-furlong trip is in wheelhouse 
(#6) READY LADY: Only poor effort of her career to date was in a Grade 1 stakes at Woodbine; blinkers on noted 
(#8) TALKING BOOK: Was only beaten 2.5 lengths for the win while six-wide in last start; third start off the layoff 
(#9) QUEEN BOURBON: Retreated on “good” going in Lexington in last start—CD turf figures to have some give 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-8-9 
 

RACE FOUR 
(#1) MCLAREN VALE: He’s bred top and bottom to love the two-turn stretch out; G2 stakes-placed at Santa Anita 
(#2) BYE BYE BOBBY: Floated out 7-wide in New Mexico G3 in last and got beat a half-length for the win—player 
(#10) MONEY SUPPLY: Steadied early and was six-wide at the top of the stretch in Lafayette Stakes—blinkers on 
(#4) COVER ME UP: Made all the pace in the slop last time at Keeneland at 17-1 and got beat a length for the win 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-10-4 
 

RACE FIVE — Longines Churchil l  Distaff Turf Mile (G2T) 
(#7) IN ITALIAN (GB): Dubawi (Ire) filly will call shots on front-end—barn has won 2 of past 5 editions of this race 
(#8) SPEAK OF THE DEVIL (FR): Went to sidelines on a two-race win streak; is Group 1 stakes-placed in France 
(#5) WAKANAKA (IRE): Was improving before she was stopped on and was getting to In Italian (GB) late last time 
(#6) LADY SPEIGHTSPEARE: Past form flattered by Bleecker Streets’ win in Friday’s G3 Modesty; exits a G1 stake 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-5-6 
 

RACE SIX — Knicks Go Stakes Presented By L&N Federal Credit Union  
(#2) SHARED SENSE: Bay is a multiple graded stakes winner and has never been off the board on dirt at Churchill 
(#4) DREAM SHAKE: Bagboss came back to win an allowance at Churchill by open lengths on May 4; much tighter 
(#11) NECKER ISLAND: Horse for course has won 5-of-9 starts lifetime on dirt in Louisville; post is OK out of chute 
(#8) INJUNCTION: Ran into a buzz saw in Speaker’s Corner two starts back; he has speed but is tractable, overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-11-8 
 
RACE SEVEN — Pat Day Mile Stakes Presented By LG&E & KU (G2)  
(#5) JACK CHRISTOPHER: Barn excels with stock returning off long layoffs—one-turn mile is right in wheelhouse 
(#1) MAJOR GENERAL: Not crazy about the one-hole out of the chute, but the route-to-middle distance play suits 
(#11) MY PRANKSTER: G3 stakes winner ran like he needed last start off two-month layoff; stalks pace in vanguard 
(#6) TEJANO TWIST: A wide post and trip didn’t do him any favors in Lafayette Stakes; third start of his form cycle 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-11-6 
 



RACE EIGHT — Derby City Distaff Stakes Presented By Kendall -Jackson Winery (G1) 
(#5) OBLIGATORY: An anticipated fast pace will set up her late kick, and she’s a perfect 2-for-2 on dirt at Churchill  
(#2) JUST ONE TIME: She loves to win races and is perfect two-for-two in graded stakes for Cox; second off layoff 
(#4) KIMARI: She finished third in the key prep but is very handy; won the last three times Rosario has been in irons 
(#6) BELL’S THE ONE: Hard-knocking veteran has a reliable late kick and loves Louisville; foolish to slight chances 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-6 
 

RACE NINE — American Turf Stakes Presented By BMW (G2T) 
(#7) SY DOG: Won all three of his starts at three different tracks with three different jockeys—tighter, on scene late 
(#6) PORTFOLIO COMPANY: Back off long layoff for Brown but sports sharp public work tab; exits Breeders’ Cup 
(#10) COINAGE: He got late in the final furlong stretching out to 8.5F in last—he’s a G3 stakes winner on the grass  
(#5) BALNIKHOV (IRE): Just missed getting his picture taken in his stateside debut in a 6-fig stakes at Santa Anita 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-10-5 
 

RACE TEN — Churchil l  Downs Stakes Presented By Ford (G1) 
(#3) JACKIE’S WARRIOR: Last start should set him up perfectly for this race—loves to win and stays seven-panels 
(#1) ALOHA WEST: Beat the top choice on the square in Breeders’ Cup Sprint (G1) last fall; sports sharp work tab 
(#5) REINVESTMENT RISK: No match for Speaker’s Corner in G1 Carter; Jackie’s Warrior has had number in past 
(#8) CEZANNE: Loving the slight cutback to a 7F trip and the wide post coming out of the chute; first start for TAP 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-5-8 
 

RACE ELEVEN — Old Forester Bourbon Turf Classic (G1T) 
(#8) ADHAMO (IRE): Broke flat-footed, was flying late in his North American debut in Fair Grounds G2—fires fresh 
(#6) SHIRL’S SPEIGHT: Five-year-old bay is in career best form for veteran trainer Attfield; tries nine-furlongs here 
(#3) PUBLIC SECTOR (GB): Should get a great mid-pack stalking trip; start away from best off a long layoff in G1? 
(#1) IVAR (BRZ): In a tough spot off six-month layoff, but he was a game third in the 2021 Breeders’ Cup Mile (G1T) 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-3-1 
 

RACE TWELVE — Kentucky Derby 148 Presented By Woodford Reserve (G1) 
(#12) TAIBA: The only knock on him is that he has made only three starts, but I’m going with talent over experience 
(#10) ZANDON: Getting good at just the right time for Brown, can continue to move forward in third start off shelf 
(#8) CHARGE IT: Finished second in Florida Derby (G1) on talent alone; still green but has two-turn race under belt 
(#6) MESSIER: Ran like he needed his last race off a two-month layoff but is consistent; bred to love 10F trip on dirt 
SELECTIONS: 12-10-8-6 
 

RACE THIRTEEN 
(#6) CANDY TYCOON: Won when he was last seen on this class level at Churchill, Saez stalks pace—tighter today 
(#3) LIFE IS HARD: Won first start against winners by two lengths and is undefeated around 2-turns on main track 
(#4) RISING EMPIRE: Empire Maker colt is cut out to be dirt router and is unbeaten going two-turns on dirt at OP 
(#11) LAUGHING BOY: He has never been off the board going a mile and a sixteenth on dirt; runs for Hernandez  
SELECTIONS: 6-3-4-11 
 

RACE FOURTEEN 
(#11) STROBE: Hails from high-percentage outfit and last two breezes are smoking; dam was multiple stakes winner 
(#12) BOURBON HEIST: Has reliable late kick, but also has a penchant for place money; like cutback to six-panels 
(#3) LUDWIG: Pressed quick pace, stayed on turning back to a sprint in last outing—has tons of upside in third start 
(#9) MASTER GAME: Sire stands for $10,000, this fellow cost $300,000; gets Lasix in first start for Pletcher—player 
SELECTIONS: 11-12-3-9 
 
 

 
ALL STAKES/ALL DIRT PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 6-8, 10&12 / Churchill Downs, Saturday, May 7, 2022 
50-cent play=$64—Post time: 1:14 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#2) Shared Sense (#4) Dream Shake (#8) Injunction (#11) Necker Island—4 
Race 7: (#5) Jack Christopher—1 
Race 8: (#2) Just One Time (#4) Kimari (#5) Obligatory (#6) Bell ’s the One—4 
Race 10: (#1) Aloha West (#3) Jackie’s Warrior—2 
Race 12: (#6) Messier (#8) Charge It (#10) Zandon (#12) Taiba—4 


