
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meeting 
Day 15: Thursday, May 26, 2022 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 Spring Meet Record:  
 141-44-19-22: 31% W, 60% ITM

BEST BET: (#9) Stepper (7th race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#4) East of India (2nd race) — 4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#5) BIG DREAMING: Versatile fellow is 3X winner on grass, acts on dirt if this comes off turf; fires fresh 
(#6) ADMISSION OFFICE: G3 winner on turf in Louisville but returns off a 15-month layoff in this spot  
(#3) HENLEY’S JOY: Heading in right direction but has been long time between drinks; third off layoff 
(#4) FENWICK STATION: Jock walked dog on front-end, and he won a 2 other than in last—steps up 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-3-4 
 

RACE TWO  
(#4) EAST OF INDIA: Huge drop, is back on dirt, turns back, and has been gelded—kitchen sink play 
(#7) JOYFUL CANDY: Caught a “sloppy” racetrack in last but rain is in forecast on Thursday; big drop 
(#5) LAKE TAHOE: Best effort of his career to date was for a dime in penultimate start; stalks the pace 
(#2) HEARNS: Two-pronged drop off claim for Norm Casse, blinkers go on—tighter in second off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-5-2 
 

RACE THREE  
(#1-POE) TOWHEAD: Malibu Moon filly cost 6-figs, dam was stakes-placed—last two gate works sharp 
(#5) MO BONITA: Dam was multiple stakes winner, she cost $200,000; training forwardly for Asmussen 
(#6) CATHERINE BLAZE: Barn sneaky good with first-time starters—hits at 21% win clip; likely overlay 
(#1A-POE) LES BON TEMPS: May 19 half-mile breeze is sharp; barn wins at 20% clip with its juveniles 
 SELECTIONS: 1(Part Of Entry)-5-6-1A(Part Of Entry) 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#6) STRONG EMBRACE: Is a perfect two-for-two when in for a tag—bred to handle dirt if off the turf 
(#5) BELLA CONCHITA: Gray ran last in first crack at winners but shows up for a tag for the first time 
(#4) SILKY WARRIOR (IRE): Current form is dicey but the class drop is significant—improvement likely  
(#8) DONYA KNOW IT: Synthetic-to-turf play—bred top/bottom to relish lawn; tread lightly if off grass 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-4-8 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#6) LITTLE MOMBO: Third behind a pair of next-out winners in last start in Hot Springs; holds all aces 
(#5) TWENTYTWENTY HOAX: Ignore last race in turf route; she turns back and gets back on dirt here 
(#3) LADYBELUCKY: Loving the surface change—her pedigree is all dirt; 5-14-22 bullet blowout noted 
(#1) MAGGIE E: Broke from one-hole, ducked in in career debut in slop; has good gate rider in Santana 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-3-1 
 

RACE SIX 
(#6) FRILLS: Has beaten similar fields in past two outings and annexed seven of her last 12; formidable 
(#3) DELTA GAMMA CATS: She has never been off the board on dirt at CD, but Frills has her number  
(#7) INVALUABLE: Jumped back on the bridle late in the game in first off claim for Diodoro—is handy 
(#4) SUMMER STORM: Finished three lengths behind Invaluable in last as the favorite—will be tighter 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-7-4 



 
RACE SEVEN 
(#9) STEPPER: War Front filly should love the extra distance—is heading in the right direction for Drury 
(#5) SCARABEA: Beat two, was beaten 8 lengths for the win in G1 stakes; bred to handle dirt if off turf 
(#8) ENSEMBLE (IRE): Respectable third-of-nine in her North American debut; improvement is in cards 
(#10) MET IN MIAMI: Had rough trip in turf return in last start in Lexington; off grass works in her favor 
SELECTIONS: 9-5-8-10 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#8) SCATTERSHACK: Just missed for a $50,000 price tag two starts back; slides in for $30,000 tonight 
(#7) MY FAVORITE UNCLE: Seven-wide trip didn’t do him any favors in last start; a one-turn mile suits 
(#10) PUDGE BOY PALACE: Last race is a puzzler, but he has never been off board when in for a tag 
(#1) MY BROTHER CAM: Not crazy about the 1-hole coming out of the chute, but he gets class relief 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-10-1 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 4-8 / Churchill Downs, Thursday, May 26, 2022 
50-cent play=$16—Post time: 6:27 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 4: (#5) Bella Conchita (#6) Strong Embrace—2 
Race 5: (#6) Litt le Mombo—1 
Race 6: (#6) Fri l ls—1 
Race 7: (#5) Scarabea (#8) Ensemble (Ire) (#9) Stepper (#10) Met in Miami—4 
Race 8: (#1) My Brother Cam (#7) My Favorite Uncle (#8) Scattershack (#10) Pudge Boy Palace—4 


