
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meeting 
Day 4: Thursday, May 5, 2022 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 Spring Meet Record:  
 29-11-4-3: 38% W, 62% ITM

BEST BET: (#4) Downtown Abby (7th race) — 2-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#6) Sweet Truff les (11th race) — 5-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) ESTILO PELIGROSO: Loving synthetic-to-dirt play—all three career wins have been on main track 
(#3) HIGHER AUTHORITY: Set a slow pace, stayed on for a dime in last start off a layoff; drops, tighter 
(#8) YOUVESAIDITALL: Faces a weak crew on the drop, blinkers on play is noted—improvement likely 
(#7) HIGH SPIRITS: Steps up in class in first start off the claim for Garcia; is zero-for-five lifetime on dirt 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-8-7 
 

RACE TWO  
(#4) DEVIOUS DAME: Sire stands for $6,000, this filly cost $240K—barn wins at 18% clip with juveniles 
(#1) EMPIRE OF MY OWN: Classic Empire filly cost $170,000, dam was a stakes winner; has poor post 
(#6) DIVINE GRACE: Chestnut has a sprinter’s pedigree and is sitting on a bullet gate work—overlay? 
(#3) AMERICAN APPLE: Bay is a half-sis to the multiple stakes winner Lady Apple; is training forwardly 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-6-3 
 

RACE THREE  
(#5) COVE BLUE: Exits the conditioned claiming ranks but runs well off layoffs; turf-to-dirt play on point 
(#2) ABUELO NUNO: Seven-panel trip should be right in his wheelhouse; lateral class move for Amoss 
(#8) SILVER N LAI: Gets some needed class relief this afternoon but is zero-for six on dirt—fuels pace 
(#1) RYE HUMOR: Route-to-middle distance angle is appealing—like the cutback to a seven-panel trip 
 SELECTIONS: 5-2-8-1 
 

RACE FOUR   
(#6) BABY YODA: Scratched out of Wednesday’s St. Matthews S. in favor of this softer spot; formidable 
(#8) SAMURAI PRINCE: He’s spotted to win on this class level, like the Tapeta-to-dirt play—contender 
(#7) DEVINE LEADER: Chestnut has won his past two starts off layoffs and drops class—Tapeta-to-dirt 
(#5) THE QUEENS JULES: 7YO has improved off the claim for Van Berg; never off board on dirt at CD 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-7-5 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#2) JAMES JONES: May have won 9F turf race in career debut in Tampa if he hadn’t drifted in; upside 
(#8) FIELD MARSHAL: Homebred was improving before he was stopped on—he is training forwardly 
(#9) ENOUGH ALREADY: Has finished on the bridle in first two starts but tries grass today for Pletcher 
(#4) ADVANCED PLACEMENT: Tends to lack a knockout punch late in game; minor award candidate 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-9-4 
 

RACE SIX  
(#8) DEFIED: Shows up for tag for the first time and gets back on the dirt; tipped hand with 4-24 bullet? 
(#6) GUT FEELING: Steps up but was improving before he was stopped on—hooks a soft crew on rise 
(#7) DUAL THREAT: Will be much tighter with eight-panel race under belt; is bred to love two-turn trip 
(#4) BRONZE HALO: Split field of eight in career debut on Tapeta; bred to relish surface change to dirt 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-7-4 



 
RACE SEVEN 
(#4) DOWNTOWN ABBY: Hooks winners but stepped off 6F in 1:09 2/5 in open-length maiden score 
(#2) SOCIAL DILEMMA: Has been stuck in this condition for some time but went to shelf in good form 
(#7) BELLE REBELLE: Delivered as the favorite out of box in New Orleans—has company from get-go 
(#3) LOVE OF MY HEART: Bay mare has improved off the claim for Forster—is handy, Gutierrez stays 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-7-3 
 
RACE EIGHT — Opening Verse Overnight Stakes  
(#5) MR DUMAS: Hard-knocking five-year-old is in good form, is G2 stakes-placed on grass; formidable 
(#4) KENTUCKY GHOST: Won his last start off lengthy layoff by open lengths—love cutback to 8F trip 
(#2) BEATBOX: Beat Mr Dumas on the square on Tapeta in penultimate race—won only prior turf start 
(#9) GRAY’S FABLE: Was only two lengths off the win in G3 Appleton Stakes in last start—tighter here 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-9 
 
RACE NINE — Kentucky Juvenile Stakes  
(#9) SIMPLY SUPER: Has huge upside in his second start; should get a great trip stalking Tom’s Regret 
(#1) TOM’S REGRET: Cal-bred is the controlling speed on paper but tries colts & open company today 
(#11) HURRICANE DEBBIE: She ran off TV screen in Keeneland maiden score; she tries the boys here 
(#3) KING ADROCK: Sharp out of box at Keeneland—broke from widest post, stalked pace & drew off 
SELECTIONS: 9-1-11-3 
 
RACE TEN — Unbridled Sidney Stakes 
(#5) CHANGE OF CONTROL: She was a game second in this race in ‘21—placed in18-of-25 on grass 
(#2) BROOKE MARIE: She has knocked out a pair of stakes races since moving into Kenneally’s barn 
(#7) GOIN’ GOOD: Has license to improve in third start off the layoff; out-finished top choice two back 
(#4) IN GOOD SPIRITS: She’s a graded stakes winner on grass, but Change of Control has her number 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-4 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
(#6) SWEET TRUFFLES: Candy Ride (Arg) filly faces a soft field on the class hike; upside in second start 
(#7) ABBY THE BULL DAWG: Just missed third by a head in her career debut in New Orleans; tighter 
(#2) SHES GREEKANDSLEEK: Faces a nondescript crew out of the box for a $50K tag; Flavien Prat up 
(#8) MONOCACY: Never picked up the bit in career debut on Tapeta at Turfway—bred to love the dirt 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-2-8 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 4-8 / Churchill Downs, Thursday, May 5, 2022 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 2:17 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 4: (#6) Baby Yoda—1 
Race 5: (#2) James Jones (#8) Field Marshal (#9) Enough Already—3 
Race 6: (#4) Bronze Halo (#6) Gut Feeling (#7) Dual Threat (#8) Defied—4 
Race 7: (#2) Social Dilemma (#3) Love of My Heart (#4) Downtown Abby (#7) Belle Rebelle-4 
Race 8: (#2) Beatbox (#4) Kentucky Ghost (#5) Mr Dumas—3 


