
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meeting 
Day 32: Wednesday, June 22, 2022 
Post Time: 10:30 A.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 Spring Meet Record:  
 255-78-44-38: 31% W, 63% ITM

BEST BET: (#3) Declare the Moon (3rd race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#12) Osbourne (10th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#5) NANA’S GRAY: Gray takes the next logical step up in class—liking the wide post out of the chute 
(#1) RED QUEEN: Aired on the drop in last start but creeps up in class in this spot—third start off shelf 
(#3) MOHAYLADY: Won last start for $20K tag for fun in slop—closer needs pace & clean trip to factor 
(#2) MURGATROYD: Current form is sketchy, however the class drop is significant; improvement likely 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-3-2 
 

RACE TWO  
(#1) OILER: Game second on this class level in last start, stretches out this morning; Kenneally off claim 
(#4) ANAHEIM: Has upside in third career start and plummets in class in East Coast debut; pace factor? 
(#3) VERSATILE: Bay has never been in this cheap, liking blinkers off play—turf-to-dirt angle has appeal 
(#6) LOCO: Improved in first start off claim for Cano, continues class descent in this spot—is 5-1 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-3-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#3) DECLARE THE MOON: Draw line through last start on the turf; gets back on dirt here and drops 
(#5) BAD DECISIONS: Done little wrong to date and is bred to relish the extra distance; will be tighter 
(#7) MIDNIGHT RAID: Woke up on a stout class drop in last start at Tampa Bay Downs; steps up here 
(#2) TWIRLING BLUES: Gets some needed class relief but his past dirt form is dicey; has been gelded 
 SELECTIONS: 3-5-7-2 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#2) BUCKINGHAM PRINCE: Wide post, trip didn’t do him any favors last time; drops in class, handy 
(#3) STELLAR TAP: Gray is in for tag for the first time for Asmusssen; love the cutback to seven-panels 
(#1) FIREMAN DAN: The route-to-middle distance play has some appeal, but he’s zero-for-four at CD 
(#4) RED LABEL: Both past wins have been at seven-furlong trips on the main track; third start off layoff 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-1-4 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#4) LOVING LUCKY: Drops in for a dime—bay should get a good trip stalking the pace in vanguard 
(#5) CARILLO: The three-pronged class drop is right on the money—gets a seven-pound weight break 
(#3) PLEMMONSTON: Heading in right direction off the layoff; like the two-turn stretch out—improves 
(#1) AMERICAN SMOOTH: Heads down to the basement in second start off the claim—saves ground 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-3-1 
 

RACE SIX 
(#8) KBCYA LATER: Went off favored, stalked pace to no avail in 5.5F debut; will be much tighter here 
(#5) READY RUMOR: Has license to improve in second career start; should get great trip stalking pace 
(#4) SPIRITIST: Barn hits at 15% strike rate with its first-time starters, is training forwardly; value on tote 
(#2) BAYTOWN GET IT ON: Liking the Tapeta-to-dirt play, reunited with Gilligan; 4-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-4-2 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#5) VILLAREGGIA: In the money in past two starts off layoffs; claimed for a dime, in for $10K tag here 
(#8) SONADOR: She caught muddy strip in a two-turn affair in Indiana in last start; blinkers off is noted 
(#6) VERDANDI: The cutback to 6.5-furlongs is on point; has a license to improve in third start off shelf 
(#7) OUTLAW QUEEN: Dropped in class in last start for Hartman but didn’t improve—tries 6.5F today 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-6-7 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#3) DIGITAL: Exits a “live” heat at Lone Star and drops in class this afternoon; reunited with Gabe Saez 
(#4) QUICK RETURN: No match for Lost in Limbo & Impressed in last—first start off claim for Diodoro 
(#2) IMPRESSED: Loving the cutback to a six-furlong trip; he can move forward in third start off a layoff 
(#5) LOST IN LIMBO: Tick cheap but exits the $20K starter allowance ranks in this spot—Gaffalione up 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-2-5 
 
RACE NINE  
(#1) DON’T FORGET: In fine fettle—less than three lengths shy of being 5-for-5 in 2022; is formidable 
(#5) ROLLING FORK: Second to top choice at 14-1 on this class level in last start; value on tote board? 
(#4) DEVIL’S TOWER: Ignore last start on the grass—all six of his career wins have been on main track 
(#7) DIVINE LEADER: Well-beaten as the chalk in last start on this class level—underlay at 5-2 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-4-7 
 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 5-9 / Churchill Downs, Wednesday, June 22, 2022 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 12:26 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 5: (#4) Loving Lucky (#5) Cari l lo—2 
Race 6: (#8) Kbcya Later—1 
Race 7: (#5) Vil lareggia (#6) Verdandi (#7) Outlaw Queen (#8) Sonador—4 
Race 8: ALL—6 
Race 9: (#1) Don’t Forget (#4) Devil ’s Tower (#5) Roll ing Fork—3 


