
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meeting 
Day 22: Saturday, June 4, 2022 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 Spring Meet Record:  
 186-55-31-33: 30% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET: (#5) Bob’s Edge (9th race) — 3-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#12) Smugness (3rd race) — 12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#4) CHOCOLATE BAR: Drops in class, likes a one-turn mile setup; wide trip, post hurt chances in last 
(#5) CRAFTY DADDY: Has won two-of-three on dirt at Churchill, but he makes first start in over a year 
(#1) WINTER POOL: Drops for a barn that is winning at a 34% clip in 2022—1-turn mile in wheelhouse 
(#2) PROVERB: West Coast raider has been first or second in past two off layoffs; stalks in the vanguard 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-1-2 
 

RACE TWO  
(#5) CHARTER OAK: Last win was in Louisville, loving route-to-sprint play—the class drop is significant 
(#3) WILD FOR WYCLIFF: Improved in first start off claim for Amoss—gets seven-pound weight break 
(#9) SAG HARBOR: Can improve in third start of current form cycle—slight class drop is on the money 
(#6) HOPE AND DIGNITY: Chased a fast pace on a closer’s racetrack in last outing; blinkers on noted 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-9-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#12) SMUGNESS: Debut better than it looks on paper, like the wide post out of chute; 5-29 bullet key 
(#6) COLORFUL MISCHIEF: Third-of-11 in the slop out of the box for TAP—improvement is in cards 
(#3) OVERCOOKED: Was bet down to favoritism in South Florida debut, finished second in slow race 
(#7) GUNNING: Sire’s get are runners, dam was G2 stakes-placed; seven-furlongs tricky for a first-timer 
 SELECTIONS: 12-6-3-7 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#8) POWDER RIVER: In the money in seven of past nine starts—will be tighter in second off sidelines 
(#6) LONGPANTS REQUIRED: Heading in the right direction off the layoff; turf-to-dirt angle playable 
(#3) BEES AND HONEY: Stretches out in first start for Hall-of-Famer McGaughey; G3 winner going 9F  
(#9) FAMILY TIME: Is a two-time winner on main track in Louisville but current form is sketchy; 9F suits 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-3-9 
 

RACE FIVE — Regret Stakes (G3T) 
(#3) MCKULICK (GB): In a good spot to pick up her first graded stakes score; has a reliable closing kick 
(#1) WALKATHON: Won first start vs. winners, is perfect 2-for-2 on turf under Leparoux—saves ground 
(#2) BESIDE HERSELF: Saez walked the dog, wired field in her last start in Lexington; steps up in class 
(#4) KNEESNHIPS: Failed to factor in past two graded stakes appearances on turf; tries 9-panels today 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-2-4 
 

RACE SIX 
(#1) STRAVA: Pressed the pace in first start with blinkers, wilted in final furlong in G3 Lexington—drops 
(#3) SACRED SAMURAI: Beat next-out winner for fun in last at Keeneland—hooks winners, has upside 
(#2) DURANTE: Likes to run fourth, but the turf-to-dirt play is pivotal—loving cutback to a one-turn mile 
(#6) AWESOME AARON: Went to the sidelines in good form, gets extra-furlong to work with; overlay? 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-2-6 



 
RACE SEVEN — Shawnee Stakes 
(#5) PAULINE’S PEARL: Loves a mile and a sixteenth on dirt; coming off game win in La Troienne (G1) 
(#4) ARMY WIFE: Ignore last start in the slop, has won 4-of-7 on fast racetracks; she’s G1 stakes-placed 
(#3) AVA’S GRACE: She outran her 12-1 odds in the La Troienne (G1) but was no match for top choice  
(#2) SHE’S ALL WOLFE: Oklahoma-bred failed to menace in the key prep for this; tab for minor award 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-3-2 
 
RACE EIGHT — Arlington Stakes (G3T) 
(#2) FLORIFORM: Had form flattered by Cellist’s win in Louisville Stakes (G3T); never off board on turf 
(#5) FIELD PASS: Figures to get a great trip stalking a legit pace in the vanguard; will be much tighter 
(#6) GRAY’S FABLE: Coming off a gate-to-wire win in Opening Verse; will have to fend off Get Smokin 
(#4) GET SMOKIN: Seems to be tick quicker than Gray’s Fable and has a better post—fuels early pace  
SELECTIONS: 2-5-6-4 
 
RACE NINE — Aristides Stakes 
(#5) BOB’S EDGE: Draw line through last start in slop in Hot Springs; won last two stakes on fast strips 
(#6) TOP GUNNER: Son of Into Mischief is in career best form but exits restricted stakes—is consistent  
(#1) BANGO: Defending champ loves main track in Louisville & runs for Gaffalione—ignore at own peril 
(#7) JALEN JOURNEY: Kissed into victory in Gr. 3 in Maryland three back; has a past win on dirt at CD 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-1-7 
 
RACE TEN — Blame Stakes 
(#8) AMERICANREVOLUTION: Gr. 1 winner makes 4YO bow off long layoff; barn will have him ready 
(#6) SCALDING: $400,000 Nyquist colt is 4-for-4 in dirt routes for Shug; he has effective tactical speed 
(#5) DYNAMIC ONE: Getting to Scalding late in game in last outing—third start of current form cycle 
(#1) PROXY: Was only a length and change behind Dynamic One in Ben Ali Stakes (G3); he’s consistent 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-5-1 
 
RACE ELEVEN — Audubon Stakes 
(#2) GRAND SONATA: 9-panel trip should hit him right between the eyes; exits live race at Keeneland 
(#7) SMOKIN’ T: Only a length behind multiple turf stakes winner Sy Dog last time; he is very tractable 
(#9) JAMES JONES: Gets acid test for class this evening but has done little wrong to date—is playable 
(#3) TALLAHATCHIEBRIDGE: Steps up the ladder but was an honest second in first crack vs. winners 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-9-3 
 
 
ALL STAKES PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 7-11 / Churchill Downs, Saturday, June 4, 2022 
50-cent play=$45—Post time: 3:50 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 7: (#5) Pauline’s Pearl—1 
Race 8: ALL—6 
Race 9: (#5) Bob’s Edge—1 
Race 10: (#5) Dynamic One (#6) Scalding (#8) Americanrevolution—3 
Race 11: (#2) Grand Sonata (#3) Tallahatchiebridge (#4) Play Action Pass (#7) Smokin’ T (#9) James Jones—5 


