
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Spring Meeting 
Day 24: Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 Spring Meet Record:  
 207-63-34-35: 30% W, 64% ITM

BEST BET: (#7) J Zertz (3rd race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#6) Ballykeen (8th race) — 12-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) UNDALAY: Did all the heavy lifting on the front-end in main track debut, got late; has speed & rail 
(#2) PROVE RIGHT: Justify colt is sitting on bullet four-panel breeze on Belmont’s training track; player 
(#6) MIDNIGHT DREAMING: Barn hits at an 18% strike rate with its first-time starters; he gets in light 
(#3) CLEAR THE DECK: Sire was three-for-three lifetime, won G1 Carter at a 7F trip; training forwardly 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-6-3 
 

RACE TWO  
(#5) HORSE GREEDY: Got beat a neck in first start off claim at Oaklawn for Asmussen—stalks the pace 
(#4) MY MAN FLINTSTONE: Current form sketchy at best, but the double-dip class drop is on target 
(#1) DREWZANO: Improved in dirt return in first off claim for Wiggins; he stretches out an eighth today 
(#6) COLOMBIANO: Finished third on this class level in first start off a lengthy layoff—he will be tighter 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-1-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#1) J ZERTZ: Respectable second in first start off the sidelines for Correas; improvement is in the cards 
(#6) MOON OVER TUSCANY: Gray improved in first start off the claim for Marianne Scherer; 5-1 M.L. 
(#3) HILLSTONE MARTINI: License to improve in second off shelf—drops and has Gaffalione in irons 
(#2) RISATA: In the money in three-of-five starts lifetime but exits the “two lifetime ranks”—stalks pace 
 SELECTIONS: 1-6-3-2 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#7) SABRA TUFF: Outfit is “sneaky good” with its juveniles and first-time starters—value on the tote? 
(#5) SHACKLED BY LUST: 5-23-22 gate work at CD was sharp; sire graded stakes winner on dirt, turf 
(#6) SHOPLIFTER: Has a couple of solid half-mile breezes under her belt but has dirt routers’ pedigree 
(#1-POE) COTTON CANDY ANNIE: Sire G1-winning dirt miler—she is training forwardly for McPeek 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-6-1(Part of Entry) 
 

RACE FIVE 
(#4) EMERALD EXPRESS: Finished on the bridle in last start for $50,000 price tag at Churchill—tighter 
(#3) GAGETOWN: Competed exclusively in stakes races in past six starts; spotted to win for a $50K tag 
(#5) SANTA CRUISER: Never picked up the bit off two-month hiatus last time—likes main track at CD 
(#1) BELFAST BOY: Overcame an awkward start, poor trip to win first start off claim for Hiles with ease 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-5-1 
 

RACE SIX 
(#12) HOMETOWN HERO: Faces a light crew on the slight class hike in first start off claim for Diodoro 
(#9) SENSIBLE JIM: Like cutback to seven-furlongs and the turf-to-dirt play; the class drop is significant 
(#3) HONORABLE VOW: Gets major class relief in second start, will be tighter; 5-31-22 bullet is noted 
(#2) TRICOLOUR: Route-to-middle distance play is right on the money; claimed for $30K, is in for $30K 
SELECTIONS: 12-9-3-2 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#2) GENERAL STRIKE: Improved in first start with blinkers, exits quick heat in Arkansas; third off shelf 
(#4) AFJAN: Loving the cutback to seven-furlong trip; has license to move forward in second off a layoff 
(#10) ACTUATOR: The turf-to-dirt move is key—bred top and bottom to relish main track—blinkers off  
(#9) BENDETTIJOE: Outfit is winning at a 28% clip in 2022, but seven-furlongs is tricky for a first-timer 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-10-9 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#6) BALLYKEEN: Steps up ladder but off the turf works in her favor; set pace, drew off to win dirt bow 
(#8) DREAMFUL: Has run well but has yet to get picture taken for Cox; formidable if this stays on grass 
(#10-MTO) STELLAR GRACE: Will likely draw in with a high percentage of rain in forecast; stalks pace 
(#4) VIBURNUM: Is heading in the right direction off the layoff for Danner—playing only if on the grass 
SELECTIONS: 6-8-10(Main Track Only)-4 
 
RACE NINE  
(#11) BEAR ALLEY: Ascends the ladder off claim but has won four-of-six on dirt at Churchill—overlay?  
(#7) EXULTING: Drifted out badly in last start on this level and it cost him a win—reunited with Santana  
(#4) MOBSTER GUN: Game at 7-1 on the rise in last start for Sims, drops in class in this spot; 9-2 M.L. 
(#5) EAGLE PASS: Seven-year-old was rolling in the final furlong in his last start—fits on this class level 
SELECTIONS: 11-7-4-5 
 
 
EARLY PICK 5 TICKET (15% takeout)   
Races 1-5 / Churchill Downs, Wednesday, June 8, 2022 
50-cent play=$24—Post time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 1: (#1) Undalay (#2) Prove Right (#6) Midnight Dreaming—3 
Race 2: (#4) My Man Flintstone (#5) Horse Greedy—2 
Race 3: (#1) J Zertz—1 
Race 4: (#1-POE) Cotton Candy Annie (#5) Shackled by Lust (#6) Shoplifter (#7) Sabra Tuff—4 
Race 5: (#3) Gagetown (#4) Emerald Express—2 


