
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Summer Meet 
Day 16: Friday, August 12, 2022 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central)  

 

2022 Meet Record:  
 120-36-28-14: 30% W, 65% ITM 

BEST BET: (#9) Bluff City (5th race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#1) Twirl ing Roses (7th race) — 4-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) BARRETT: Significant class drop in first start for Maker, gets back to races fresh—first Lasix is noted 
(#4) SWEET TRUFFLES: Heading in right direction for McPeek; bred to handle surface change to grass  
(#6) JOEZINE: Finished third in past two starts for a $30K tag—closer needs pace & clean trip to factor 
(#5) JUST GET IT: Honor Code filly gets some needed class relief; dirt-to-turf play suits, blinkers go on 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-6-5 
 

RACE TWO  
(#7) UNCLE NICK: Good finish on wrong lead for a $16,000 price tag in last outing; in for a dime today 
(#4) PRIVATE CONNIE: Stalked the pace to no avail in last start vs. a slightly tougher field—improves 
(#6) TRIPLE CHROME: Best effort to date was going eight-furlongs on the dirt—turns back in this spot 
(#5) STAVANGER: Route-to-sprint play has some appeal; has a license to improve in third start off shelf 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-5 
 

RACE THREE  
(#4) SISTER ANNIE: Chestnut is the speed of the speed on paper; she improved on the rise in last start 
(#1) CANDACE O: Game front-running win off a layoff in last start, will be tighter—is G3 placed on turf 
(#2) JEZEBEL’S KITTEN: Handy and likes Ellis’ turf, but it has been long time between wins—gets bet 
(#3) FAIR GAME: Ignore last outing on yielding terrain in a $75,000 stakes; in a more realistic spot here 
 SELECTIONS: 4-1-2-3 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#5) CAT FIVE: First-time starter faces soft field in career debut for a $30,000 price tag; pops out of box 
(#4) AWESOME CHARGE: The drop off a long layoff sends up red flags, but outfit is salty off the claim 
(#6) ORO DE MORO MORO: Plummets in class in second career start for Morey; will be tighter today 
(#1) RIKIO: Is heading the right direction off the layoff but steps up in class this afternoon; saves ground 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-6-1 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#9) BLUFF CITY: Is bred top and bottom to relish the extra distance—tipped hand with sharp 8-3 work 
(#2) THUNDERIAN: Barn hits at 26% strike rate with stock making first start going 8F & beyond—player 
(#4) DEER DISTRICT: Love the dirt-to-turf, sprint-to-route play; is 15-1 on the morning line, cost $140K 
(#7) CAJUN BLAST: Notable improvement in first start around 2-turns—has hints of green in pedigree 
SELECTIONS: 9-2-4-7 
 

RACE SIX  
(#4) MERAJ: Was super-game on debut—was headed and came back in deep stretch; experience edge 
(#3) STUD LOVIN: Dam was a graded stakes winner, and this colt cost $220,000; has sharp gate works 
(#6) BIRTHDAY MUNNINGS: Colt has a sprinter’s pedigree—both his published gate works are sharp 
(#8) LAST COOKIE: He is a half-brother to the G1 winner and sire Frosted but sports router’s pedigree 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-6-8 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#1) TWIRLING ROSES: Gray improved in turf return in last start, Murrill stays aboard; 4-1 morning line 
(#10) STELLAR TAP: Improved stepping up in class in first start off claim for Hawley—post is a concern 
(#2) SWITZER: Ignore last start in a two-turn turf stakes, turns back in distance in this spot; saves ground 
(#7) MY CRAZY NEIGHBOR: Past form against winners has been sketchy at best; tries turf for first time 
SELECTIONS: 1-10-2-7 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#2) BLUE DEVIL: Third behind next-out winner in his first race on the turf; been gelded since last start 
(#1) SILVER BLUR: Tapit colt is improving and has an advantageous inside post draw—dirt-to-turf play 
(#11) KANSAS COMET: Split field of 12 in his first start on the weeds; back off near three-month hiatus 
(#9) LEVITY: He’s bred to love the extra distance and the surface change to grass; 12-1 on morning line 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-11-9 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET — $56,630 carryover  
Races 4-8 / Ellis Park, Friday, August 12, 2022 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 2:14 P.M. (Central) 
Race 4: (#4) Awesome Charge (#5) Cat Five (#6) Oro de Moro Moro—3 
Race 5: (#2) Thunderian (#4) Deer Distr ict (#7) Cajun Blast (#9) Bluff City—4 
Race 6: (#4) Meraj—1 
Race 7: (#2) Switzer (#1) Twirl ing Roses (#10) Stellar Tap—3 
Race 8: (#1) Si lver Blur (#2) Blue Devil  (#9) Levity (#11) Kansas Comet—4 


