
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Summer Meet 
Day 17: Sunday, August 14, 2022 
Post Time: 12:50 P.M. (Central)  

 

2022 Meet Record:  
 128-37-30-16: 29% W, 65% ITM 

BEST BET: (#2) Super Quick (8th race) — 5-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#8) Steal Sunshine (9th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#4) WHAT AN HONOR: Broke slowly, finished well while five-wide in career debut; much tighter here 
(#3) FLASHY GEM: Broke from 10-hole, finished 1.5 lengths behind top choice out of box—improves 
(#9) KILLING TIME: Flashed speed in seven-panel debut, got tired in the final quarter-mile; pace factor 
(#7) BECK AND CALL: Two-turns on turf is a tall order out of the box, but her last gate work was sharp 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-9-7 
 

RACE TWO  
(#3) AIR COMBAT: Game front-running win in first start off shelf; faces soft field in first crack at winners 
(#7) GLACIAL: Loving the cutback to flat mile trip, blinkers off on point; third start of current form cycle 
(#1) ELUSIVE TARGET: Slides into “two lifetime” company in first start for Lobo—has great post draw 
(#6) VOLCANIC: Returns to races off two-month plus hiatus as a gelding; at best when prominent early 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-1-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#5) CHOP CHOP: Sire stands for $60K, she cost $230K, hails from high-percentage outfit—formidable 
(#11) SAVE YOUR TEARS: Debut better than it first looks on paper—had a tardy start and a poor trip 
(#1) NAVY FLEET: There are no world-beaters in here, but two-turns on grass is a tall order out of box 
(#6) BEL ROSSO: Free Drop Billy filly cost $180,000, barn is winning at a19% clip in 2022; value on tote 
 SELECTIONS: 5-11-1-6 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#7) SPARE CASH: Ignore last start on the main track, she gets back on the turf in this spot; formidable 
(#5) LOVELY PRINCESS: Demonstrated marked improvement in first start on turf—8-8-22 bullet noted 
(#10) MY LILY MAE: Not crazy about the wide post but do like the dirt-to-turf play—is super consistent 
(#8) QUALITY STAR: Hit best stride too late in “live” race in her last start in Indiana—on the scene late 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-10-8 
 

RACE FIVE — Runhappy Ell is Park Juvenile Stakes  
(#6) TOP RECRUIT: Second behind 2 next-out winners in 6-fig stakes in Iowa in last; third start off shelf 
(#5) FROSTED DEPARTURE: Got away from Damon’s Mound and aired in last outing; 7F trip on point 
(#2) CURLY JACK: Did all the heavy lifting on the front-end in G3 Sanford and got tired—drops in class 
(#3) ROMAN GIANT: Ignore last race in Saratoga—stumbled at the start & lost all chance—stalks pace  
SELECTIONS: 6-5-2-3 
 

RACE SIX — Runhappy Ell is Park Debutante Stakes 
(#9) EMPIRE OF MY OWN: Didn’t have the best of starts in Debutante Stakes at CD; early pace factor 
(#10) HOLIDAY DECISION: Couldn’t handle top choice in career debut but the blinkers go on; player 
(#12) JUSTA WARRIOR: Took action, won career debut by open lengths; wide post is OK out of chute 
(#1) SHOPLIFTER: Exits restricted company but is heading in right direction for Kenneally—post hurts 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-12-1 



 
RACE SEVEN — Runhappy Audubon Oaks 
(#5) LAST LEAF: South Florida invader is riding two-race win streak—both in stakes; has tactical speed 
(#8) PATNA: Won past two one-turn races on dirt comfortably and exits a G3 stakes in Indiana—player 
(#4) OPTIONALITY: Went to the sidelines in good form and is a two-time stakes winner; solid work tab 
(#3) TAKE A STAND: Won her first start against winners by open lengths; love the cutback to 7-panels 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-4-3 
 
RACE EIGHT — Groupie Doll Stakes  
(#2) SUPER QUICK: Super Saver filly has been facing better foes of late—exits Churchill G2; formidable 
(#1) FOUR GRACES: Exits graded stakes, but hasn’t had her picture taken since 2020; good post draw 
(#5) JILTED BRIDE: Delivered as 2-1 favorite in the Iowa Distaff in last outing; placed in 18-of-19 starts 
(#8) LI’L TOOTSIE: Coming off open-length win in mud in Anchorage Stakes at CD—two-turns x-factor 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-5-8 
 
RACE NINE — Runhappy Ell is Park Derby  
(#8) STEAL SUNSHINE: Has come to hand of late at Gulfstream for Dibona; fast pace sets up late kick 
(#2) STRAVA: Lone poor effort of his career to date was in G3 Lexington at Keeneland; fires fresh today 
(#3) TOP OF THE CHARTS: Stepped off 6.5-panels in 1:15 2/5 in first start vs. winners—is undefeated 
(#9) TRADEMARK: Set pace and retreated in G3 Indiana Derby; won last start outside of graded stakes 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-3-9 
 
 
ALL STAKES PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 5-9 / Ellis Park, Sunday, August 14, 2022 
50-cent play=$72—Post time: 2:42 P.M. (Central) 
Race 5: (#2) Curly Jack (#3) Roman Giant (#5) Frosted Departure (#6) Top Recruit—4 
Race 6: (#1) Shoplifter (#9) Empire of My Own (#10) Holiday Decision (#12) Justa Warrior—4 
Race 7: (#5) Last Leaf—1 
Race 8: (#1) Four Graces (#2) Super Quick (#5) Ji lted Bride—3 
Race 9: (#2) Strava (#3) Top of the Charts (#8) Steal Sunshine—3 


