
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIS PARK SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 Summer Meet 
Day 21: Friday, August 26, 2022 
Post Time: 3:00 P.M. (Central)  

 

2022 Meet Record:  
 161-51-33-23: 32% W, 66% ITM 

BEST BET: (#7) Britain’s Kitten (8th race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#4) Contessina (3rd race) — 10-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#3) BLAME IT ON PARIS: Stalked pace to no avail in career debut, will be much tighter today; drops 
(#4) REINA BELLA: First-time starter faces a light field out of the box for a $50,000 price tag—player 
(#5) BEST SELLER: Has license to move forward in third start of current form cycle; bred to handle turf 
(#7) LIGHTER KNOT: The sprint-to-route, dirt-to-turf angles have some appeal; liking the rider change 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-5-7 
 

RACE TWO  
(#1) YELLOW CREEK ROAD: A three-pronged class drop is right on the money—Murrill saves ground 
(#3) FOX CREEK LADY: Caught a muddy track for first time in last start, ran poorly; drops in class here 
(#4) ARNEIS: Can improve in third start off of the sidelines; a triple-dip class drop is right on the money 
(#6) INSPEIGHTFUL: Chestnut shows up for a dime in first start off a 10-month layoff; 8-13 bullet noted 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-4-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#4) CONTESSINA: Steps up the ladder but split a pair of next-out winners in career debut; big upside 
(#1) MISSED OPPORTUNITY: 1-paced last time but is bred to relish the extra distance; third off shelf 
(#7) SACRED KITTEN: Was well-beaten but improved in first start with blinkers; wide post is a concern  
(#6) GLAMOROUS DAYS: Ran once for Shug, then was stopped on; returns to action with Lasix today 
 SELECTIONS: 4-1-7-6 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#1) VINTAGE PRINT: On wrong end of a blanket finish off a long layoff in last start; will be rolling late 
(#3) CREDIBILITY: 2022 form has been lackluster, but he won his last start off a layoff—sharp work tab  
(#6) ON A SPREE: Steps up the ladder but is in fine fettle—outfit hits at a 19% strike rate off the claim 
(#5) BLANKET OF ROSES: Chestnut outran his 9-1 odds in his last start in Indiana—value on the tote 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-5 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#5) HEZMORETHANREADY: Loving the cutback to a 5.5-furlong trip; stalks the pace in the vanguard 
(#3) TOO MUCH INFO: Is a half-brother to the turf stakes winner Little Nick V.—high-percentage barn 
(#1) MENDEAVOUR: Dam was a G2 winner, he cost $175,000—sharp works but tough post for debut 
(#8) KELL’S BELLS: Has a pair of gate breezes under his belt at Louisiana Downs—Hernandez, Jr. rides 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-8 
 

RACE SIX  
(#1) KAVOD: Has annexed his past two six-furlong dirt starts including a $150K stakes—fires fresh today 
(#6) HERE MI SONG: Tough beat on this class level in his penultimate start—exits $75,000 stakes race 
(#5) SOUNION: Turf-to-dirt, route-to-sprint angles are appealing, barn is effective off claim; 8-1 on M.L. 
(#3) DON’T FORGET: 6-year-old is a tick cheap, but he’s super consistent—placed in 50% of his starts 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-5-3 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#7) ACRIMONY: Sire’s get are runners, dam was G3 stakes winner; she is sitting on a sharp gate move 
(#8) LA SHARK: Six-figure filly has a sprinter’s pedigree, barn is winning at a 20% clip in 2022; overlay? 
(#6) TWO MINUTE DRILL: Fourth behind next-out winner in career debut—will be much tighter today  
(#12) FRIGID LADY: Has poor post draw but is heading in the right direction for Asmussen; 5-1 on M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-6-12 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#7) BRITAIN’S KITTEN: Loving the dirt-to-turf play—bay fellow has never been off board on the grass 
(#8) ATRAS: Didn’t have the best of beginnings in last start off layoff in New York; improvement in cards 
(#3) AMERICAN MAYHEM: Rolling from the quarter-pole to the wire in his grass debut; hooks winners 
(#6) WORDS OF WISDOM: Made short work of four other foes in off the turf heat last time—steps up 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-3-6 
 
 
PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 4-8 / Ellis Park, Friday, August 26, 2022 
50-cent play=$30—Post time: 4:24 P.M. (Central) 
Race 4: (#1) Vintage Print—1 
Race 5: (#1) Mendeavour (#2) Sacred Ground (#3) Too Much Info (#5) Hezmorethanready (#8) Kell ’s Bells—5 
Race 6: (#1) Kavod—1 
Race 7: (#6) Two Minute Dril l  (#7) Acrimony (#8) La Shark (#12) Frigid Lady—4 
Race 8: (#3) American Mayhem (#7) Britain’s Kitten (#8) Atras—3 


