
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 September Meet 
Day 7: Friday, September 23, 2022 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Eastern) 

 

2022 September Meet Record:  
 56-8-7-13: 14% W, 50% ITM 

BEST BET: (#1) Chipmunk (4th race) — 4-1 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#7) Spankhurst  (6th race) — 6-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#1) HIGHER AUTHORITY: Just a half-length shy of winning past two starts; faces a soft field o the rise 
(#3) ZELIG: Exits a “live” race in the slop at the Pea Patch; won last start on a fast track by open lengths 
(#6) DRENA’S STAR: Chestnut gelding got some needed time off, and he drops in for a dime for Cano 
(#4) HONORARY DEGREE: Stalked pace to no avail facing starter foes last time; drops in for $10K tag 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-4 
 

RACE TWO  
(#4) CODE NAME KATE: Has license to improve in second start off shelf; spotted to win for $50K tag 
(#6) SPARKLE OF HOPE: Last two main track appearances are solid, drops in class—sharp work 8-16 
(#1) BOURBINA: Went to the sidelines in fine fettle and fits on this level but is zero-for-10 on dirt at CD 
(#3) LADY DEMAREE: Love turf-to-dirt play—less than three lengths shy of being 2-for-2 on main track 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-1-3 
 

RACE THREE  
(#7) JAKE ROCKS: Won last start in the conditioned claiming ranks at Belmont—high-percentage barn 
(#1) UBIQUITOUS: Route-to-sprint, turf-to-dirt angles are appealing—has speed, the rail, and Geroux  
(#5) DESOTO’S WAR: Is improving for a barn that is winning at a 24% clip in 2022; has speed, is handy 
(#2) ONCOMING TRAIN: Improving before stopped on but hard to get past poor dirt record at CD 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-5-2 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#1) CHIPMUNK: The Tapeta-to-dirt play is right on the money, has never been in this cheap—4-1 M.L. 
(#8) JULIA’S CHARDONNAY: Ignore last race on the grass—gray is better on dirt—plummets in class 
(#10) LILY’S CREED: Never picked up the bit in career debut in Indiana for Cox; huge class drop today 
(#2) CREDIT COMMITTEE: First-time starter faces a nondescript crew out of the box for a $20,000 tag 
SELECTIONS: 1-8-10-2 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#6) BOLD LOOKER: Is heading in right direction for Lynch—acts like he can handle mile and a quarter 
(#3) TEN GAUGE: Game second off a lengthy layoff in last outing for McPeek; will appreciate a 10F trip 
(#7) GATE RUNNER: Was only a head off top choice in his last start at Saratoga; never off board at CD 
(#4) MIDNIGHT RAID: Is a tick cheap, but he runs well off layoffs; figures o get great trip stalking pace 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-7-4 
 

RACE SIX  
(#7) SPANKHURST: Local record is a concern, but the turf-to-dirt play is on point; fits on this class level 
(#4) AGGRESSIVITY: Heads down the ladder in second start off the claim for Cook—exits a “live” heat  
(#8) SOUNION: He has been first-or-second in five-of-seven starts lifetime under the Twin Spires; drops 
(#5) MO’S MOJO: Veteran campaigner is an eight-time winner on main track at Churchill; capable fresh 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-8-5 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#7) METHODOLOGY: Dam was G3 stakes winner on main track; barn wins at 20% clip with first-timers 
(#3) EXCELLENT QUESTION: Broke slowly, finished with interest in career debut; improvement likely 
(#6) GHOSTLY GIRL: Sire stands for $7,500, she cost $100,000, has “sneaky good” work tab—overlay? 
(#8) MARKET PROFILE: 7-furlongs is tricky for a first-time starter, but she is training forwardly; 6-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-6-8 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#10) KANT BELIEVE IT: Game second in six-fig stake at Keeneland in first crack at winners; fires fresh 
(#4) BACKYARD MONEY: Has won two out of past three starts for Lukas; ran off TV screen with Lasix 
(#1) PORTILLA: Draw line through last race—lost all chance when she stumbled at the start; 6F on point 
(#2) RING ME DARLING: Ambitiously spotted in $150K stakes last time—in a more realistic spot here 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-1-2 
 
RACE NINE  
(#1-POE) JALEN JOURNEY: Love the cutback to a six-furlong trip, exits a G2 stakes; stalks in vanguard 
(#4) HE’SMYHONEYBADGER: Consistent chestnut has placed in nine-of-11 lifetime starts; is tractable 
(#6) BANGO: Homebred is a seven-time winner on dirt under the Twin Spires—9-17 bullet move noted 
(#7) MUCHO: No match for top choice off shelf in last start, but he will be tighter today; post a concern 
SELECTIONS: 1(Part Of Entry)-4-6-7 
 
RACE TEN  
(#10) CHILDERS: Did the heavy lifting on the front-end in career debut and got tired; speed, fade play 
(#8) GOLDEN REIGN: Loving the turf-to-dirt move—he’s bred top and bottom to relish the main track 
(#4) MONCRIEF: Is training forwardly for Moquett, barn wins at a 13% clip with its juveniles—12-1 M.L. 
(#7) TOM’S SPIRIT: Barn hits at an eye-catching 39% clip with its first-time starters—value on the tote? 
SELECTIONS: 10-8-4-7 
 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10 / Churchill Downs, Friday, September 23, 2022 
50-cent play=$45—Post time: 3:18 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#4) Aggressivity (#5) Mo’s Mojo (#6) Shadow Matter (#7) Spankhurst (#8) Sounion—5 
Race 7: (#3) Excellent Question (#6) Ghostly Girl  (#7) Methodology—3 
Race 8: (#1) Porti l la (#4) Backyard Money (#10) Kant Believe It—3 
Race 9: (#1-POE) Jalen Journey (#1A-POE) Eastern Bay—1 
Race 10: (#8) Golden Reign (#10) Childers—2 


