CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS
by JOHN M. GAVER III
thesteampicks.com
2022 September Meet
Day 3: Saturday, September 17, 2022
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Central)
2022 September Meet Record:
18-1-3-3: 6% W, 39% ITM
BEST BET: (#12) Gulfstream W ay (6th race) — 6-1 M.L.
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#8) Star Entertainer (1st race) — 8-1 M.L.
*Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth*
RACE ONE
(#8) STAR ENTERTAINER: Improved in first start for tag, continues class descent in this spot; overlay?
(#5) BIG WOO: Best effort to date was on turf in Virginia, but he drops in class this afternoon; improves
(#9) PISTOL OR SHOTGUN: The turf-to-dirt play has some appeal; double-dip class drop for Diodoro
(#3) SOUTHERN SENSE: Demonstrated big improvement since getting blinkers in penultimate outing
SELECTIONS: 8-5-9-3
RACE TW O
(#1) COMPARATIVE: She’s a full-sister to the multiple stakes winner Shared Sense; gets Flo for debut
(#5) TINY TEMPER: Cost $240,000, dam was G3 stakes-placed; barn hits at a 21% clip with first-timers
(#7) PEACOCK LASS: Stalked the pace and retreated in career debut—bred to relish stretch-out to 8F
(#11) ALWAYS LAUGHING: Has license to improve in her second career start; bay miss cost $125,000
SELECTIONS: 1-5-7-11
RACE THREE
(#1) NEPOTISM: Very consistent but has penchant for minor awards; there are no world-beaters in here
(#5) PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE: Broke maiden at 4-5 in last start off a layoff; 5YO fits on this class level
(#8) MIACOMET: Slides into the $50,000 starter allowance ranks in first start for new outfit—solid works
(#6) STELLAR TAP: Ignore last race on turf—both past wins were on the main track—stalks in vanguard
SELECTIONS: 1-5-8-6
RACE FOUR
(#13) SUNNY RIVER: Juddmonte homebred has never been worse than second—has speed, is handy
(#9) LUV DRAGON: Surged in the final furlong in last start off a four-month hiatus—much tighter today
(#10) SINFILTRE: Uncle Mo filly is a half-sis to the Grade 2 stakes winner Chewing Gum; solid work tab
(#1) SWEET LADY IVANKA: Can move forward in third start of form cycle; never off board for McPeek
SELECTIONS: 13-9-10-1
RACE FIVE
(#4) RELEASE MCCRAKEN: Was second, 2.5 lengths to the good of next-out winner in debut; tighter
(#5) LOGGINS: Dam was a G3 stakes winner, he cost $460K; sports sharp works, high-percentage barn
(#6) KUPP: Sire stands for $5K, this fellow cost $135,000; sitting on a sizzling half-mile work in Louisville
(#10) EASY ACTION: Speightstown colt cost $300K, dam was stakes-placed; good gate rider for debut
SELECTIONS: 4-5-6-10
RACE SIX
(#12) GULFSTREAM WAY: Sports good form off the claim for Hartman; like the wide post out of chute
(#6) BRIGADIER GENERAL: He outran his odds against a solid field in $250K St. Louis Derby; 8F suits
(#13) AMERICAN ICON: Set pace, finished second in first start against winners; back fresh, blinkers on
(#1) FLIM STAR: Set pace, ran off TV to break maiden in mud on a sealed track at Ellis—hooks winners
SELECTIONS: 12-6-13-1

RACE SEVEN — Open Mind Stakes
(#4) BELL’S THE ONE: 12X winner won Lady Tak Stakes vs. a similar field going away; reliable late kick
(#1) SCONSIN: Flat in last but is a multiple graded stakes winner at Churchill—foolish to slight chances
(#2) JOYFUL CADENCE: Consistent—in money in 10-of-12 starts lifetime; second to top choice in last
(#5) CLUB CAR: Over a year since she has had her picture taken, but she’s consistent—third off a layoff
SELECTIONS: 4-1-2-5
RACE EIGHT — Locust Grove Stakes (G3)
(#2) ENVOUTANTE: Horse for the course is a multiple graded stakes winner in Louisville; tighter today
(#4) LI’L TOOTSIE: Tapiture filly is in fine fettle—is riding two-race win streak; has past win going 8.5F
(#5) PLAYED HARD: Delivered as favorite versus allowance foes in last start in New York—pace factor
(#3) CRAZY BEAUTIFUL: Exits a Grade 1 stakes at Saratoga, but her lone win in 2022 was on Tapeta
SELECTIONS: 2-4-5-3
RACE NINE — Iroquois Stakes (G3)
(#3) DAMON’S MOUND: Won Saratoga Special (G2) in first start vs. winners; bred to love two-turn trip
(#9) ECHO AGAIN: Stepped off 6.5F in 1:15 4/5 in open-length maiden win at Spa; two-turns on point
(#6) JACE’S ROAD: Aired in career debut at Ellis Park, covering six-panels in 1:09 4/5—sprint-to-route
(#5) CURLY JACK: The middle distance-to-route play has some appeal; like how he rated in last outing
SELECTIONS: 3-9-6-5
RACE TEN — Louisville Thoroughbred Society Stakes
(#4) NECKER ISLAND: Hard-knocking five-year-old is riding 2-race win streak; 5X winner on dirt at CD
(#6) ISOLATE: Bay has won past two starts—both in stakes—by combined 10.5 lengths; Rosario in irons
(#5) MILES AHEAD: Capable of winning effort off the sidelines and is a two-time stakes winner in 2022
(#7) TOP GUNNER: Ignore last start—was slammed into the rail at 7/16ths pole, and he lost all chance
SELECTIONS: 4-6-5-7
RACE ELEVEN — Pocahontas Stakes (G3)
(#11) JUSTA W ARRIOR: Won a six-figure stakes at the Pea Patch in her first crack at winners—4-1 M.L.
(#10) FUN AND FEISTY: Daughter of Midshipman came to hand over the summer for McPeek; player
(#5) GRAND LOVE: Gun Runner filly is the speed of the speed on paper—bred to relish extra distance
(#9) JET SETTING: Posted an open-length score in a two-turn dirt race out of box for Cox—big upside
SELECTIONS: 11-10-5-9

PICK 5 TICKET
Races 4-8 / Churchill Downs, Saturday, September 17, 2022
50-cent play=$60—Post time: 2:13 P.M. (Eastern)
Race 4: (#9) Luv Dragon (#13) Sunny River—2
Race 5: (#4) Release McCraken (#5) Loggins (#6) Kupp (#10) Easy Action (#12) Create Trouble—5
Race 6: (#1) Film Star (#6) Brigadier General (#12) Gulfstream Way (#13) American Icon—4
Race 7: (#1) Sconsin (#2) Joyful Cadence (#4) Bell’s the One—3
Race 8: (#2) Envoutante—1

