
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCHILL DOWNS SELECTIONS 
 by JOHN M. GAVER III 

thesteampicks.com 
 

2022 September Meet 
Day 4: Sunday, September 18, 2022 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. (Central)  

 

2022 September Meet Record:  
 29-2-5-6: 7% W, 45% ITM 

BEST BET: (#3) Shipman (10th race) — 7-2 M.L.  
LIVE LONGSHOT: (#9) Mint  (6th race) — 8-1 M.L. 
*Note: Selections are made in order, f irst through fourth* 
 

RACE ONE  
(#7) CONTESSINA: No factor stretching out versus straight maidens last start; turns back, drops today 
(#3) STUPENDOUS: Liking the slight cutback to seven-eighths; finished second for $30K tag two back 
(#2) GIN N SIN: Gets back to the races fresh and the drop is significant—local dirt record is a concern 
(#4) AFLEET ARLENE: First-time starter faces a light crew out of the box for a $20,000 tag—12-1 M.L. 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-2-4 
 

RACE TWO  
(#8) MARSANNE: Is the lone speed on paper, and she drops in for a tag for first time; wire job is likely 
(#7) SHE’LL NEVER KNOW: Ignore the turf experiment—finished on the bridle in prior outing on dirt 
(#3) FRIGID LADY: Frosted filly drops in for a tag for the first time for Asmussen—Gaffalione is in irons 
(#6) MY LADY LUNA: Barn hits at a 12% strike rate with its first-time starters—salty jock/trainer combo 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-3-6 
 

RACE THREE  
(#3) MR CREED: Late-running son of Jimmy Creed has never been in this cheap; gelded since last start 
(#4) TONAL IMPACT: Is heading in the right direction off the claim for Maker—drops in for a $20K tag 
(#5) MEGA CHARLIE: Chestnut has placed in seven-of-12 starts lifetime; in logical spot to face winners 
(#6) YONO: Has a license to improve in second start off the claim, blinkers go on; gelded since last race 
 SELECTIONS: 3-4-5-6 
 

RACE FOUR  
(#9) GOLD LUCK: Chestnut is bred top and bottom to relish the surface change to dirt—will be tighter 
(#7) TALKSCHEAP: Broke from one-hole, ran third in Indiana debut; lateral class move and has upside 
(#8) BREAD WINNER: Didn’t have the best of trips in career debut; shows up for a tag for the first time 
(#2) ONCE UPON A DREAM: Has a poor post but good gate rider for debut—high-percentage barn  
SELECTIONS: 9-7-8-2 
 

RACE FIVE  
(#3) CANT BE TOUCHED: She is the controlling speed—has :22 3/5 lick; takes this crew gate-to-wire 
(#5) FEELING HAPPY: Ran well at Keeneland in her last start off of a layoff—blinkers off play is pivotal 
(#4) I  CROSS MY HEART: Won when last seen for a tag in penultimate start—second race off a layoff 
(#2) DAWNLAND: Is a shade cheap, but outfit wins at an 18 percent clip off the claim; 6F trip on point 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-4-2 
 

RACE SIX  
(#9) MINT: The turf-to-dirt angle is appealing, and the blinkers go on in this spot—second start off shelf 
(#6) MAASAI WARRIOR: Barn effective off of lengthy layoffs, was improving before stopped on; player 
(#1) ABSOLUTE COURAGE: A one-turn mile trip on dirt should be right in wheelhouse—much tighter 
(#10) BOURBON ON FIRE: Improved on cutback to seven-panel trip in last start; post OK out of chute 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-1-10 



 
RACE SEVEN  
(#11) FEE: Finished third behind a next-out winner in mud on debut at Ellis—has key experience edge 
(#9) SAENZ: Last two gate works for Cox are sharp, barn wins at a 26% clip with its juveniles; contender 
(#12) PRETTY MISCHIEVOUS: Big pedigree—Into Mischief out of a G1 winning Tapit mare; poor post  
(#7) SOUPER EXPLOSIVE: Gun Runner filly is training forwardly for Mark Casse—chestnut cost $320K 
SELECTIONS: 11-9-12-7 
 
RACE EIGHT  
(#2) EMERALD EXPRESS: Heads down ladder in first start off the claim for Maker—improvement likely 
(#10) MOUNT ATHOS: No knockout punch despite dropping in class in last start; winless on dirt at CD 
(#3) BELFAST BOY: Bay gets some needed class relief this afternoon—has past win on dirt at Churchill 
(#6) SHACKLEFORD STRONG: Shows up for tag for the first time in first start off a layoff—stalks pace  
SELECTIONS: 2-10-3-6 
 
RACE NINE  
(#11) ICE ORCHID: Like a wide post draw coming out of the chute—third in G3 in first crack at winners  
(#8) OUTLINING: Gray filly has never been off the board on the main track—a one-turn mile setup suits 
(#7) STANLEY MARKET: Loves one-turn mile trip in Louisville, got needed time off; 15-1 morning line 
(#2) TAKE CARE: Farish homebred improved on the stretch out last time but hooks winners in this spot 
SELECTIONS: 11-8-7-2 
 
RACE TEN  
(#3) SHIPMAN: Gets wheeled back off 15 days rest but is in fine fettle; has past board finish on the dirt 
(#5) LYSANDER: Uncle Mo colt is sitting on a solid five-panel breeze for Mott; 8F is tricky for first-timers 
(#11) HIGGINSON: Has a brutal post for career debut—bay’s dam was a G1 stakes winner on the grass 
(#2) RESERVE CURRENCY: Outfit is effective with stock returning to action off long layoffs—gets Lasix 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-11-2 
 
 
LATE PICK 5 TICKET  
Races 6-10 / Churchill Downs, Sunday, September 18, 2022 
50-cent play=$36—Post time: 3:18 P.M. (Eastern) 
Race 6: (#1) Absolute Courage (#6) Maasai Warrior (#9) Mint—3 
Race 7: (#7) Souper Explosive (#9) Saenz (#11) Fee (#12) Pretty Mischievous—4 
Race 8: (#2) Emerald Express (#10) Mount Athos—2 
Race 9: (#7) Stanley Market (#8) Outl ining (#11) Ice Orchid—3 
Race 10: (#3) Shipman—1 


